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Course Description:
This course is designed to teach the ethics of psychology to graduate students in psychology.  It is meant to help those who are, or plan to be, engaged in some form of the practice of psychology and to help avoid risk of legal or ethical suits in these contexts.  The practice of psychology is understood to include teaching psychology, providing clinical, supervisory, or consulting services, and conducting research.  A significant amount of class time will be spent considering cases representing ethical dilemmas.

The course meets Thursdays from 12 – 2pm in Room 502 at 648 Beacon Street.

Course Requirements:
1. Each student will write a response paper on each of the readings, to be handed in each week.  The response papers will be evaluated on the basis of timeliness, completeness (responding to all of the readings), thoughtfulness, and to a small extent, quality of stylistic characteristics.  The average of response paper grades will constitute 50% of the course grade.  It is important to hand your response paper in even if it is late; at the end of the semester, the absence of a response paper for a date will receive a grade of F.  Each is to be a one to three page response paper focused on the fullest integration of assigned weekly readings.  

2. Class attendance and participation will constitute 20% of the course grade.  Illness or emergencies will not count against this component of the grade, but all chosen absences for however good a reason will.  Each student is expected to actively participate in weekly class discussions.  As part of this I would ask you to keep an informal diary of ethical and professional issues that you experience or have experienced while being sensitive to issues of confidentiality.  Be prepared to discuss these in class.  These do not have to be handed in but can if you so choose.

3. Each student will present a 15 minute oral presentation based on an ethics topic of your choosing from a list of possible topics.  These will be presented during the last two weeks of the class.  I will assign you a specific time and date to present and this will be when you present.  The presentation will constitute 30% of the course grade.
Required Materials (to be bought from Barnes and Noble):
Bersoff, D. N.  (2008).  Ethical conflicts in psychology (4th ed.). Washington, DC: APA Books.  ISBN-13: 978-1-4338-0353-6 (paperback)

Schedule:
Week/Date


Chapter and Title:




Week 1 – 1/19

Introduction to course, review of syllabus

Week 2 – 1/26

Assignment: ECP Ch1 – Ethics Codes/Enforcement  

Week 3 – 2/2
NO CLASS 

Week 4 – 2/9


Assignment: ECP Ch 2 – Application of Ethics 

Week 5 – 2/16
Assignment: ECP Ch 3 – Learning Ethics

Week 6 – 2/23
Assignment: ECP Ch 4 – Confidentiality, Privilege, and Privacy

Week 7 – 3/1
Assignment:  ECP Ch 5 – Multiple Relationships 

Week 8 – 3/8
Assignment:  ECP Ch 6 – Psychological Assessment  

Week 9 – 3/15 

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

Week 10 – 3/22

Assignment:  ECP Ch 7 – Therapy/Intervention 

Week 11 – 3/29
Assignment:  ECP Ch 8 -Academia/Research/Teaching/Supervision 

Week 12 – 4/5
Assignment:  ECP Ch 9 – Forensic Settings 

Week 13 – 4/12 
Assignment:  ECP Ch 10 – The Business of Psychology 




Week 14 – 4/19 
**ORAL PRESENTATIONS** (6 students; 15 mins. each)
LAST CLASS: Week 15 – 4/26 
**ORAL PRESENTATIONS** (6 students; 15 mins. each)
Topics for Student Presentations
Informed Consent

Confidentiality

Tarasoff/Duty to Warn

Multiple Relationships

Payment/Fees

Competence

Supervision/Consultation

Evaluation/Assessment

Minors

Families and Couples

Technology and Mental Health Care

Legal Issues/Malpractice

Risk Management/Suicidality

Managed Care

Research/Publishing

Medical Populations

Self-care and Burnout

Record-keeping

Multicultural Issues

Teaching

