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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Unbicsed tnformalion on the conlributing facltors lo gun vislence in America.



ABCT.ORG - NOVEMBER -2021

PEMD

Public Education and Media Dissemination

Suggested Cilation: Hilching, R.(Ed.) (2020). Suicide Across the Lifespan. ABCT.orq. New York.

BRIEFING BOOKS



TABLE OF

ONTENTS

0]

Briefing

pp. 10-12

Books

The Bricfing Books praject provides

journalists and members of the public with
accessible & pvidence-besed information.
PEMD The eommittee is responsible for all

ABCT outreach to public and journalists .

05

Book
Contributors

Hanze of contributors with expertiza in the

pp. 16-22

fields of commuonity vielence, police bratality,

trouma, nod racial inequalities, in addition 1o

research expertise on gun vielence, suicide,

and ke Shootinges,

02

About
ABCT

ABCT iz a multidizeiplinary organization

pp. 14-15

committed 10 the enhansement of health and
well-being by advanmng the smentific
mnderstanding, assessment, prevention, nnd

trodtmont of the human eandition.

O4

Editor's
Welcome

IMscussion of the civil unrest and increase in

pp. 23-26

gun vielenee making headlines in Ameriea in
the vontext of politionl, soeiil, and ricial
tensions that have recently been amplified,

and what experts linve to say on the topio.

Briefing Books | Gun Vielenee in America

RRTEFING BOOKS




AACTALTIZED BCONOMIC AND HOUSING POLICIES
THAT PEAPETUATE INEQUALITY AND POVERETY

i

:{.
¥
Fal




TABLE OF

CONTENTS

05

Dying of
Whiteness

The mpoit of changes to long-atanding g

pp. 28-52

faws, defunding of public edueation, and lack
of affordable healtheare, must lead to
inereased oivil unvest, racial divisions, and

Fabalities Peom Grearms, inopacbeular suieide

07

Weapons
Effect

Multiple studies sapport the “weapons
I I

pp- 62-72

eifect” or the concept that gunz have

nherent sues that automatically and

meonseionsly elivil sggrossion irrespeeiive

af age, sex. education level; real or toys,

0 6 pp. 53-61

Deadly
Child's Play

Gune are not tove for children to play with.
Parents should moniter the media their
ehildren conswme; because childeen who see
media characters uge gune may be more

likely to nse el guns,

pp-73-80

Community

Violence

The exposure of children and teens o nevws
headlines of gun and community violence,
especially before they are ready to process
ad umderstaned i, may have npgative healih

CONSeqUuences,

Brinting Books | Gun Vielenes in America

BRIEFING BOOKS |







TABLE OF

CONTENTS

09

Racial

pp. B1-99

Inequity

Underfunded community orgamzations,
schools, nod eoonomie imequality is endemic
in predominantly Black and Latinx
communlies and contribites to wnd

perpetuaie gui vislenee wnd police hrolalily

11

Firearm

pp. 121-136

Suicide

Suinide 18 @ lending eause of death aernss the

warld and in the US, Firsarms arve by Tar the

mogt lethal method for suleide, with almost
eartain tatality, while all other methods

combined pee spldom Mutal

10

LGBTQ+

Population

pp. 100-120

Liashian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and

gqueer peoplie anid those who identify with

othar expansive gexual prisntations and
sender identities [LGBTQ--) ure ab sreater

rvisk ol expericneing gun vislence.

1 2 pp. 127-145

Mass
Shooting

A personal acooun! of the mass shiooling al
the Tree of Life syndgogue in Picgburgh in
(Jetober 2018, The diseovery of hope in the
fiee l !I'_'II‘_:I_I"I!.\' aonel s e ¥ -'|H||ir|j-_'

together during & difticult time,

= &

BJ'il‘f'ili;; Books | Gun Vielence (n America

BRIEFING BOOKS |

d




RESEARCH AND DATA DRIVEN APPROACH TO MITIGATE DEATH BY FIREARM




TABLE OF

CONTENTS

15

Contact
ABCT

ABCT hus u list of speakers and subject

pp. 146-147

matter experts an topics such as FT8ID.

snxiely, sutenle, aml more. Detgils are

available on the webgite or by contacting the

ATHIT Press (Iice.

pp. 151-189

Gun Violence
Statistics

The CDC's 2021 raport and statistics on gun

viclenge in associition with the Coalition to
Stop Gun Vielence (C50GV ) and the
Edueational Fuwd o Stop Gun Violenes
(EFsGVYY,

pp. 148-150

14

Additional

Resources

Bugoested additional resources on gun
violenea, independent sonreps of evidenes
bazed mformation on factors that contribute
fe g vinlenwe, and organlsations that offer

support to anyone affected by agun vialenes.

16

Section

pp. 190-206

References

References used by conteilntors in eaeh

section of the Brisfing Boeek are included.
Additional reading or relevant materials are

ks ineluded for neadenie ol non-aendemie

BJ'il‘f'ili;; Books | Gun Vielence (n America

BRIEFING BOOKS | 9




CUN VICLENCE IN AMERICA

BRIEFING
BOOKS

ABCT IS DEDICATED T0O BRIDGING COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC AND CLINICAL MEMBERS AND
THE MEDIA AS WELL As THE PUBLIC,
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PEMD

Plble-Educniion and Media Disseminarion

The Briefing Books initiative 15 the beainchild of
David Teisler, CAE, Director of Communications &
Deputy Divsetor at ABCT, and Emily L. Hilok,
P, ABPP, of the Public Education and Medig

Digsemination (PEMD) commities

The Briefing Books project provides ournalists and
members of the public with accessible & pvidence-
hazed informativn. PEMD The commitier s

'lfl\

visspinsilile Foe sl ABCT onfreach (o [kl itnl

e B jonroalizts,

Ip addition, it coordinates projects with the
: Publicalions Commitlee and handles press refations

. f for ABCT.

The drivitg force hehind Briefing Books wis the
doaire bo provide reactrees for medid aowd the puble
who want quick aceess Lo materials that explain
surrcunding evidence-hased treatments for

recommencations relating to major topics of mental

health
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BRIEFING BOOKS

GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

ABOUT
US

A pramier organization for everything CBT 65
years of ovideneo-based research and practios.
Welcome Lo the Association for Behavioral aod
Coguitive Therapies (ABCT ). ABUCT and ite
members strived to alleviate homan sulfering

through the applieation of seientific prineiples

The Association for Behavioral and Cognitive
Therapies (ABCT) is & multidisciplinary
arganization commitied to the enhaneement of
health and well-being by advancing the seientifie

understanding, assessment, prevention,

and freatment of human problems theongh the
globul applieation of hebavioral, cognitive, and

blological evidence-hased principles.

ABUT s comumitted to a policy of sgual
opportunity in all s activities, including
employiment. ABUT does not diseriminate bassed
on pace, color, creed, religion. natonal o sthoie
orizgin, sex, sexual orientation. gender identity or

expression. age, disability, or veteran status.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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z1z2) ABCT

We support our mission by

responding to medin inguiries about CBT-related topwes by connecting
interezied journalists, writers, and producers with relevan; ABCT
EEXPETIS.

develop initiatives lo assist ABUT members in communicating wilth the
publie about seienee and evidence-based practive. Poasible video.
develop rosourees to help eommunieate with the medin for A

members, journ d the i large offer compendiums of
relevant rezources ("Brieling Books") that provide information about the

CUrremt seenee ]'Il'l‘r'_il,"-'l'ﬁl"l.'l mn :i:'l.}"l'l'lﬁ'l'll."-. termsa.

BRIEFING B



BRIEFING BOOKS& | 15



e

ou

u

THANK
- FORYOUR,
~DEDICATION

e i -

BRIEFING BOOK
CONTRIBUTORS

Gun Violence Contributors

Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies [ABCT) would like to thank our dedicated contributors
without whom this projeet could not have happened. Our orginization is strengthened by your contribution

and eommitment to supporting our mission and vision.

The wider community benefits daily from your efforts to support evidence-based research and your

commitment o those WOUT Cipe.
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COMMUNITY VIOLENCE
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CUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

WELCOME

Welcome to the 2021 edition of the Briefing Books (BB imitiative. The BB initiative is an effort by the Association
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies (ABCT) to provide easily aecessible information on a range of temporally

sensitive topies that affect everyone.

Following an from oor 2020 edition on Suicide Aeross the Lifespan, this year we are exploring another emotive and

sensitive topic - gun violenes,

ABCT will look to add additional topies in the coming months and years on topics (that are of interest to our

COMINUILY.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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lence is exacerbated by

28 that facilitate access to

guns and perpetuate gun violence.
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EDITOR'S
OTE

Our second Briefing Book is being released

at a time when our communities continue to
experience unprecedented turmoil. The global
coronavirus persists, and although the
availability of vaccination has enabled many
restrictions that were in place in 2020 to be
lifted, all Americans.are trying to make sense
of the amplified political, economic, social, and

racial tensions of the last few years.

Underfunded schools, cuts in healtheare, social
and economic inequalities, paired with
diseriminatory policies, exclusionary social
zoning, and financial redlining, have created a

perfect storm for civil unrest and violence.
The violence is exacerbated by firearm policies
that facilitate access to guns and perpetuate

gun violence.

Regrettably every year thousands of

Americans die from firearms, be it through
suicide, police brutality, or the headline-
grabbing mass shootings including the Tree of

Life synagogue on my birthday in 2018.

As a mother, the statistics that every day 50
American children aged 0 to 17 years are shot
with a firearm and that every 2 hours and 36

minutes a child dies, is heartbhreaking.

The wide spread nature of gun violence, and

the urgent need for unbiased information on

the contributing, exacerbating, and "

perpetuating factors for gun violence, we

decided to devote the topic of our 2021 Editor
Briefing Books series to gun violence in Briefing Books
America.

BRIEFING BOOKS 26






PRO-GUN ATTITUDE AND LACK O GOVEANMENT MANDATES ON
BACKGROUND CHECKS, GUN SAFES, AND TRIGGER LOCKS.

DYING
OF WHITENESS

Jonathan M. Metzl, MD, PhD
Professor Sociology Psychiatry Medicine, Health & Society Vanderbilt

University

Rita Hitching, MSC
Researcher & Editor. VA Palo Alto & Stanford School of Medicine
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DYING OF
WHITENESS

GUN REGULATION
POLITICALLY SENSITIVE
TOPIC

Gun regulation is such a politically sensitive
question in the United States that there has long
been a congressional ban on funding for research
on the health impact of firearms. Despite these
limitations, what seems clear is that a proliferation
of guns often impacts minority populations first
and most severely. Research has shown that gun
and health insurance policies affect health and
mortality rates far more directly than taxation or

education spending policies do.

Furthermore, researchers are gaining a greater
understanding of the relationship between
accessibility to guns, death by suicide, and high-
profile mass shootings linked to gun policies (or lack

thereot) enacted by conservative White politicians.

How people reconcile anti-government or pro-gun
attitudes while at the same time dealing with the
impact of poor health care, widening gun-related
morbidity, and underfunded public infrastructures
and institutions is a complex question with a
multi-faceted answer. Grieving White mothers of
gun suicide victims believe guns represented “our
way of life,” while at the same time lamenting that
local governments did not mandate background

checks, gun safes, and trigger locks.

CONGRESSIONAL BAN
ON FUNDING FOR
RESEARCH ON THE
HEALTH IMPACT OF
FIREARMS

BRIEFING BOOKS
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67% of US gun owners cited “protection” as
their primary reason for firearm ownership
(Pew Research, 2017)




PRO-GUN
ATTITUDES

While White gun suicides skyrocketed between
the late 1990s and the mid-2010s, this same
period saw one of the more dramatic drops in

firearm homicide rates in modern memory.

Yet, many US citizens are concerned about
safety, protection, intruders, and terrorism, and

welcome increased availability of firearms.

Americans report appreciating the ability to
always protect themselves against possible
threats equating gun ownership with freedom,

liberty, and patriotism.

A 2017 national survey by the Pew Research
Center reported that 67% of US gun owners
cited “protection” as their primary reason for
owning a gun, compared to 38% claiming that

»

they used guns for “hunting.” These numbers

represented inversions of 1999 survey results

Fears for
personal safety
in the context
of lowest crime
rates in decades

when 49% of gun owners cited hunting as the
reason for owning a gun while just 26% said

v o « { i i AW ] .
they owned a gun for protection

Several explanations can be made for Americans'

inerease in concerns for their safety, but
reductions to police funding and infrastructure
are a likely contributor to the perceived sense of

needing to self-protect.

Pew's findings indicate that an equal number of
Americans are fearful and feel intimidated by
‘open carry’ legislation, scared to bring kids to
shops, concerned about work colleagues bringing
guns to work, and the disparities between the
acceptance of White and non-White Americans
carrying guns, especially White citizens
brandishing guns in mixed-race settings and the
sense that guns that are oppressing communities

of color.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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NATIONALISM
POLITICS & RACE

LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS THAT CLAIMED TO
MAKE AMERICA GREAT (AND WHITE) AGAIN

A host of complex anxieties prompt increasing American notions of Whiteness—notions
numbers of White Americans to support right- shaped by politics and policies as well as by
wing politicians and policies, even when these institutions, history, media, economics, and
policies harm White Americans at growing personal identities—threaten White well-being.
rates.

White backlash polities gave certain White

Local and national polities that claimed to make populations the sensation of winning,

America great again—and, tacitly, White particularly by upending the gains of minorities
again. and liberals.

Research by Pew in 2021, reported that 32% For nearly two centuries, gun ownership was a
of Americans aged 65 and older reported that privilege afforded mainly to White citizens and
the decline in the number of Americans guns became particular symbols as a result.

identifying as White is bad for society.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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WHITE PRIVILEGE

The premize of White identity, not just from theughts and
actions but alsa from politics. Intrinsic beliof in a ravial
hierarchy that evertly end implicitly aimed to keep white
Americars hovering abave Mexicans, wellare quesns, and other
nonwhites. White borefit nol profiled by police nor subject to

arrest and Incarceration by ICE apents.

WHITE FEARS

Research has shown thl emptionally and historically chaeged
notions that White Amaricans should remain atop other racial or
othme groups m the TS socnl hierarchy, or that White “atatus”
wus al risk, Anxioties shout White “vietimhood and ways of
lite” in relation to imagined threats posed by "Mexicans and
welfnre quesns.” Coneerns aboul minorilies or poor peopls
hourding resourees, and refusing seenarios in which diversity or

equity mizht better the flourishing of everyone.

Surveye of LS public epinion supeest that many Americans
vemain largely unaware of the prevalence of White gun suicide
—or the links between gun ownership and gue suicldes at all. A
2007 survey Tound that “Tewar than 1O% of gun owners with
children {or gun owners who had received firearm fraining)

agreed that household firearmes increase suicide risgk.”

Research into attitudes of White Amerlcans towards guns
appears to be influenced by illogical racial hiases pradicated on

fear of vicdenes or erbma from Afriean Amerieans.

According to research by Pew. 56% of Americans believe sun
isrime i higher than 20 vears ngo and anly 12% think it is

leiware,

WHITE RESENTMENT

Prior regearch has shown that White racial resentment -
unspoken or overt claims that particnlar pelicies, (ssues, or
decisions served o defend e restors while privilege or quell
Lhreate to idealided notions ol white authority represented by

demographic or multural shifts,

" FING

DOOKS
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Medin campaigns by organizations like the National Rifle
Assoviation (NRA) and politivs thal emphasize (he
message that the primary victims of cun mertality were
nol eriminals or inner-city gung members, hut Lhat as gun
laws were liberalized, gun deaths spiked among White

people.

Corporate-gun-lobby-hacked politicians, commentators,
and advertisements openly touted loasened gun laws as
ways [or White citizens to protect themselves against dark
intruders. The NEA published eeports detailing injuries
and deaths among White Americans, even when the
injured or deceased appeared to have no obvious eonnection

to racism or polities.

Politics
White
America

Pro-gun legislators, the NRA. and pun ndvertisements tout
the ahilities of sermiautomatic weapons to restore White

men's “privileza” and the “balanee of power™ in an ever-

more-diverse world, even as frearms emerged as leading HBF{L'{-’}‘:‘? ﬂ[’}{}ut }Ha.ﬂ,‘('ui?-ﬁ' ify*

vauses of White, male suivide. These messages support
policies and idealozies that are linked 1o inherent
narvatives of imarined victimbood and domination of

i nhood.

accessibility and mortality”

Bushman's Man Card

The ‘Man Card’ marketing campaign

distrabuled in 2010 by Bushmaster

Political
—~———— ‘ . : I":ill':‘;u'm:-: to promote the sale frl' I|'It‘i|' mxsanl
l vifle, sent gun owners a card following the
g e n a purchase of the firearm stating that their

‘manhood’ had been reissued”. The very

successiul Bushman's Man Card stated
“Today he is 4 man, Fully entitled to all of

the rights and privileges duly afforded.”

A campaign gained awareness when Adam
Lamza Fatally shot bwenty children and six
adull stall members ol Sendy Hook
Elementary School using the very assault
riftle from the Bushman's Man Card
campaign the 223-caliber Bushmaster

XM15-E28 rifle .

BRIEFING BOOKS | 34
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an's

Same assault riffle used

SEMIAUTOMATIC WEAPONS TO RESTORE WHITE
MEN’S “PRIVILEGE” AND “BALANCE OF POWER"”



FIREARM

"White Super-Owners"

Pew’s 2014 survey on Political Polarization reported that
Whites were more than twice as likely as African
Americans to own and carry fircarms. While the survey
showed expanding demographics of gun ownership across
the US, it also supported the notion that non-Hispanic
White, male, self-identified conservative Republicans over
the age of thirty-five overwhelmingly owned and carried the

most guns in the country.

An extensive 2015 Harvard-Northeastern survey similarly
found that White men comprised the majority of US gun
owners, and particularly the majority of so-called gun super-
owners whose firearm collections included between 8 and

140 handguns and long guns.

BRIEFING BOOKS | 36




IMPACT OF CHANGES
TO GUN LEGISLATION

DO MORE GUNS LEAD TO MORE FATALITIES?

Extensive crosg-sectional analysis of death dato from
3,108 eounties in the 48 cortipuous states of the United
Btates and found that stotes with strong oun lows had

lower Tirearn sulcide rates,

Snicide by means other than a firearm is assoeinted with
strvival of initial nttemnpts. Deng overdose, the niost
eommaon method in suicide attempts in the United States,

is tatal in less than 2% of cases,

un suieids often has its own temperament, its own paee,

its own rgent, marenrial Tearity,

Turning a tirearm cn onezelf {or a loved one in some
cases ol armed domestic murder-suieide) ean fall into a
vatogory that experta eall “impulsive™ —a spontancous
response Lo inmediate stressors, such as a somantic

breakup, job loss, fizht, or rejection.

A study on impulsive suicide sttempts i Texas found
that 24% of yeung people spent less than fve mintes
hotween thp decision to eommil suieide and the aetoal
atlempt, 70% ook less than an hour, and that “male sex’
and a hiztory of having been in a physical fight—but not
depression— were found to be risk factors for these

il sive suieide vietims.

Firearms represent especially lethal conduits hetween
stieidal intentipns and [ragic ends. Roughly 85% of

firearm suicide attempts pesult in death.

Guns rank at the top ol whist ressarchers cull “enge-
fatality eharts” that list the percentages of people who die

from the different methods of suicide.

BRIEFING BOOKS a7
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WHITES MORE THAN TWICE AS
LIKELY AS AFRICAN AMERICANS
TO OWN AND CARRY FIREARMS.



ACCESS EQUAL TO
FROM WHY i

SOLUTION TO WHAT

T O H O W }!’Ha irfr;;\,&(h 'r fifm%‘f S...7

A suicidolooists deseribo it pune top the list besnoee of their “mhoront doadliness,”™ “paso of vee.” and
“seeessibility™—in other words, because of many of the same gualities that draw people to guns in the lirsl
plaee. Given the qulek interval between thought and wetion and the lsthality of rearms. scholars often argue

that the use of a gun sinfts the discovrse on smede from "why to how

The Harvard publie health research report deserihes mun suicide as often representing “sn irreversihle
b4 g

SSAINLIHM 40 DONIAQ

solution bo whial 15 often a passing erisie.” Perhaps, as a resall, non-gun soicide attempls are diversely

itk Liw] s O i e il wemdees, with l|.||'li|'|1||:|' ||:r-||-ya._l_|'1|||h[|' srnpe showing |::1|li-'||J:aJ' Iremds

White Americans dominate death-per-suicide-atlempt categones for one main reason: they remain

dramatically overrs prosented in civilian death data about firearm suicides.

WHITE MALES
s anid

'1'-4|ti}1- are tr ]'-_II_'I'I[EI‘\.
involved in suicide
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92% OF GUN SUICIDES IN THE UNITED STATES WERE
COMMITTED BY NON-HISPANIC WHITE PERSONS,

The CDC’s Web-based Injury Statistics Query
and Reporting System (WISQARS) reports that
gun suicides between 2009 and 2019 reflected

20.5% of all causes of injury-related death.

The data shows that 92% of gun suicides in the
United States were committed by non-Hispanic
White persons, and men die by firearm suicide

86% more often than women.

Non-Iispanic White persons comprised 80% of
the US populationin 1980 but only 69% of the
population in 2000.

According to the US census, the percentage of
non-Hispanic White people in the United States
hit an all-time low of 62% in 2013 and kept
falling every year after that. And yet over this
same time period, 2009-2019, White
populations consistently committed 92% of all

gun suicides.

Women attempted suicide three times more
often than men but typically opt for pills or
poisons, which are significantly less lethal on
average. By contrast, the WISQARS data for
completed gun suicide shows White men die by
firearm suicide significantly more than everyone

else in the United States.

From 2009 to 2019, non-Hispanic White men
accounted for nearly 90% of all gun suicides in
the United States, despite representing less than

35% of the total population.

Moreover, race factors a great deal in other
categories of US gun death—in as much as there
are deep racial differences in the means by which
Americans die by gunshot. African Americans
are far more likely than other Americans to die
by gunshot in cases of homicide, assault, and

encounters with police.

By compiling data from death certificates, a
2013 Pew report highlighted that “Blacks were
H55% of shooting homicide victims in 2010, but
13% of the population”, in contrast, Whites
were 25% of the victims of gun homicide in

2010, but 65 percent of the population

The differences in gun-related fatalities are
further underscored by a 2015 Brookings
Institution report using data from the National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control

(N CIPC) database to show remarkable
segregation in gun deaths, 77% of White gun
deaths were suicides, while 19% were associated

with homicide.

For African Americans those figures were
reversed, 14% of gun deaths are suicides, but
82% homicides.”™ In terms of risk, a White
person in the United States is five times more
likely to die by suicide using a gun than to be
shot with a gun; for each African American who
uses a gun to commit suicide, five are killed by

other people with guns.

The Pew Research study showed that compared
with 1993, the peak of U.S. gun homicides, the
firearm homicide rate was 49% lower in 2010,

and there were fewer deaths, even though the

nation's population grew. The victimization rate

for other violent crimes with a firearm—assaults,

robberies, and sex crimes—was 75% lower in
2011 than in 1993. Violent non-fatal crime
victimization overall (with or without a firearm)

also is down markedly (72%) over two decades.

Gun suicides rose even as rates of gun homicide
and other forms of gun erime fell. In 2015
Breithart News reported that gun suicides
accounted for two-thirds of firearm deaths in the
country, and White men increasingly drove the

overall data on US gun deaths.
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STATES WITH
DIFFERENT
GUN
LEGISLATION

PRHO-GUN ADVOUCATES AND
GUN-REFORM CAMPAIGNERS

Gun advoeates bail legislative moves 63 boosting
public zecurity, fresdom, and constitutional
rights. Researeh suggested that gun injuries and
1i|'1:|]|'-i s e W e 1l hl'l',:!l[il-’.‘\ (P TR for |_HF||]|'||-. Ly

buv and earry firearms,

Changes to guu legislation in Missouri and

Commecticat have enabled comparisoss on death
by firearm deross the two stales, as a proxy
measure of the unpaet of removing or restricting

Hrress s




PRO-GUN
MISSOURI

Missouri cloimed o long history of grun rigghts but
also enforeed some of the strictest handgun laws
in the pation. ineluding o reguirement that

handgun bayers undevgo backeground cheeks in

person at sherifts’ offices before ohiaining
permits, However, in 2016 pro—National Rifle
Associntion (NRAY vonservative lowmokers
passed pro-gun laws that ended prohibitons on
the concealed and open ecarry of firearms in
public spaeas, lowered the legal age to carry o
coneealed gun from twenly-one to ningteen, wd
rapealed many of the requirements for
comprehensive background ehecks, teaining,

aducrtion, aud [I!II'l‘IIllHl' permits.

Senste Bill 656, the so-called guns evervwhere
bl allowing eitizens Lo earry eonecaled handguns
ul :-|'||ur1|.-\._ ;|,|5r||||||-|| il "ilj wied 1'|rgi:||r|;u| gkl
restrictions and allowed just about anyone ovay

the age of 18 {0 carry a concealsd weapon.

The Bill effectively negated the rights of cities or
towrts Lo et peaclivally any Teem ol 2an
control and extended Castle Doetrine laws and
“stand-your-ground” protections for people who
taok lethal setion aguinst pereeived dangers

ontside the home as well.

Though ramed as universal expressions of
Second Amendment riphts; rocial Lensions lurkod
aroond every corner ol these legislative

decizions.

For example, Black men who attempled to
demenstrate their own open-carry rights wore
attacked and jailed rather than lauded as

[Peedom-loving potrisis.
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Welcome to

CONNECTICUT

CONSTITUTION STATE

GUN-REFORM
CONNETICUT

[n comparison to Missouri, Conneeticut had o largely
uneven history of gun-controel legislation until 18925,
when its lawmakers passed PTP legislation mandating
that all handgun buvers underge backoromnd ehoeks nnd

comnplede salely courses,

[ prislative aelions I'-!gtl]nllns__l the sale, possession, aml
use of puns snd ammunition then expsnded. In 1999,
Conneetivut pioneered a program called “risk-based.
tempurary, preemplive pun removal,” authorizing poliss

to temporarily rermove suns from individoals when there

ls “probable sause to believe - - . the person poses a risk of

iminend personal ivgurey toself oe other,”

Afte the Sandy Hook shootings in 20112, Connectioud
passed gun taws billed as among the “touzhest (n the
country,” ineluding new hans an assaull rifles and high-
capaeity mmmmunition maguzines, and mandatory
basekeround chacks for all gun sates alongside sxpanded
backeround checks,

Texas and Florida also prometed epen-earry, permitless-
carry, stand-your-ground. the Castle Doctrine, wnd other
Iniglation that loosened sun statuies. Now York, o state
with consistently Light gun laws, reflected trends in
Connpeticut.
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REPEAL OF
PERMIT TO
PURCHASE

Beyond the mflammatory headlines about Black Missourians
shanting each ather in droves, Whits residents of Miszonri
increasingly died from gun-relatod aceidents and suicides

that took place with nary a person of solor in sight,

Indeed, between 2008 and 2018, Winte persons from
Missouri unintentionally shot and killed themselves, their
friends, and their family members ten times more frequently

than did other gronps of persins.

Miszouri's 2007 repesl of its permit-to-purchase (PTE)
Landoun lnw “was associoted with & 25% inersaso in firearm
Lomivides rales.” Between 2008 sml 2004 the Missourd gun
Lomicide rate vose to 47 % hizher than the national averags.
Rates of gun dealh by suicitde, pactoer violenes, amd
poeidentil shooting soared az woell. In 2004, gun deaths
topped deaths by motor vehicle accidents for the first time in
the slale, News oullets relerred o Missouri as U * Shool
Me Stote.”

In Missouri White male firearm suicides remained atgp
suicidea by everyono else, und purtiputarly g0 starting in the
wid-to-late 2000, around the time that Missourd began
relaxinge its eun reculations, White male suicides trended
downwird ln the State from Lhe mid- 19805 until 2007 and
then rose steadily until they hit their highest points on
vecord in 2014 and 2015, at over 20 deaths per 100,000 for

White men.

Meanwhile, firearm suicides by persons of every other
demographic group showed what is ealled sandom
variability, spiking veeazionally but ctherwise demonsirating
relatively lower levels and no consistent inereases or

deerppges ovor Lime.
Missouri experienced.an increase in its {irearm suicide rate

following the repeal of its P'TP handgun law that was larger

Whian all states that retained theie PTP laws,
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Other
Homicide 0.9%
8.4%

Suicide
20.5%

Unintentional
68.5%

Cause of death from firearm all races, both sexes, all ages between 2009 to 20019
Bureaw of Census for Population Estimates.

Lax gun laws ultimately cost the State of Missouri roughly $273 million in lost work
between 2008 and 2015 and ultimately led to the loss of over 10,506 years of
productive White male life. Missourian’s dominated injuries and deaths via gun-
related suicides, partner violence, and accidental shootings across the US—and in

ways that outpaced African American gun deaths from homicides.

Deaths from firearm suicide - all races, both sexes, all ages (n=238,527) by population

(m=38,498,701,258) between 2009 to 2019 (rate = 6.82 per 100,000 population)
Bureau of Census for Population Estimates.
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CONNECTICUT GUN REFORM
REDUCED SUICIDE RATE

White male suleides in Connecticut, peaked at O deaths In Miszouri, gun suicides by other groups of men, other
per 100,000 wople n 19934 shartly hefore the Btale than White meles fell eonsidarably over the lwo decades
engeted tougher gun leglslation. Thercattor Conneetleot's sinee the repeal of the PTP leglelation. lmportantly, the
spicide rate fluctuated over the next twenty years (19495 data sugoest that White male suicide trends served as
to 20005 ), but Tollowed o slow downwiard trajeclory primgey drivers of overall suivide rates o each state,

starting in the mid- 19008 and generally hovered in eruds
rates between 2 and 3 per 100,000 peaple towards the Missouri, rising rates of White male suicide paced overall
end of 2015, steady inereases in death by golt-inflicted cunshot. Put

sunply. White men set the aggregate suieide rate for

everyone else. In many wuys, these frends are unsurprising
Connesticut's deop in its firearm swieide rato was eranter firenrms are a primary means of suicide for men in
than nearly all of the 39 olher states thal did nol have ganeral and particolacly White men.

such a law at thatl tine, and coineide with the adoption of
PTP handsan laws, In comparison, Missouri experinnoe
wn roerease o 1is leeacm satende rate Follow e | |'|~F|:-.|:]
of ite PTP handgun law that was larger than all stales

that retained their PTE laws.
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ACCESS
LEADS

TO
FATALITY

PERMIT-TO-PURCHASE (PTF)

CHANGE IN FIREARM SUICIDE RATE
AFTER PTP LEGISLATION CHANGE

MR MRY IR RERLETE CONNECTICUT - TIGHTER PTP

16.1% 15.4%

INCREASE DECREASE

J"lll.ill‘-. sis of frearm deaths in Missourt and Connecticut between 1995 in 2015 |:|i‘.i|::.':lr'!_'.' pstimated a
| 5.4% reduction in frearm suicide rates assoeinted with the Implementation of Copnecticut™s PTE law

and a 16.1% increase in firearm suicide rates associnted with Missourss PTE repeal.
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Deaths from firearm suicide - females only, all vaces, all ages (n=32,406) by population

(h—1,776,227,065) belween 2009 to 2019 (rate — 1.82 per 100,000 population)
Bureaw of Census for Population Estimales.
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Dealhe from fivearm suicide - males enly, all vaces, all ages (n=206.121) by population

(e=1.721.774,193) betweer 2000 to 2019 (rate = 11.97 per {00,000 population)

Bureau of Census for Populaiton Estimates,

Deaths from firearm swicide - White males only, all ages (n=189.149) by population
‘n—1,862.559.067) belween 2009 (o 2019 (rate — 13.88 per 100.000 populalion)

Bureaw of Census for Papulation Estimafes.
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White non-Hispanic men in Missouri were 2.60
times more likely to die by firearm suicide than
White non-Hispanic men in Connecticut, and

2.38 times more likely to die by firearm suicide

than non-White men in Missouri.

A White man in Missouri was 11 times more
likely to die by gun suicide than in an accidental
house fire and 15x times more likely to die by
gun suicide than by “natural/environmental”
causes, such as from flood, earthquake, tornado,
or by falling from a ladder, electrocution, smoke

inhalation, or dog bite.

Perhaps most important, the aggregate death
rate for White men dying from firearm homicide
was 2.56, meaning that White men in Missouri
were 7 times more likely to turn guns on
themselves than to be fatally shot by intruders in
their castles or assailants against whom White

men needed to stand their ground.

White men outpaced men of all backgrounds at
astounding rates. The aggregate gun suicide
rate rose by 15.48% in Missouri but only by
6.56% in Connecticut in the eight years after
PTP removal (2008-2015).

= R T W

If rates of White male suicide in Missouri
instead rose by the Connecticut rate of 6.56%
per year, then Missouri's aggregate rate
between 2008 and 2015 would have increased
to 15.62 per 100,000 per year. Instead, that
rate was greater at 20.17 per 100,00 by 2015.

In terms of actual lives, the differences between
this hypothetical world and reality appear
conservatively suggests that the loosening of
Missouri's gun laws equated to 413 additional
White male suicide deaths over the years
2008-20156.

Over these 8 years, this averages to an
additional 52 White male deaths per year on top

of Missouri's already high gun suicide rates.

The eight years after the loosening of PTP and
other gun regulations, Missouri suffered 12,557
more lost years of White male productive life

than over the prior 8 years.

Representing a 17.39% increase in White male
time-—time spent working, playing, raising
families, living— that was instead lost to gun

suicide.
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Loosening ol Missouri’s
sun laws egquated to
413 additional White
male suircide deaths

from 2008 to 2015.

For the most part, gun suicides by women, aid Risk factors for gun suleide (unliki homicide) ravely
particularly women of color, remained so low that they ask people Lo assess risk hased on who a person is,
barely topoct the stalisties on death by rearm what they are, or whers they live. Being (White, male)
“suleide., and living (io o place like Missouri) emerged ag

profound risk factors between 2008 and 2015,

A PTP law that would restrict access to handguns for
individuals with a history of severe mental illness,

crimingl hehavior, domestic violence, or substanis

MISSOURI THE
“SHOOT ME STATE.”

abuse. or by simply delaying acoess to a firearm during
g time of crisis through an application veview pariod

gould prevent suivida.
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CONCLUSION

DHSMANTLING IDEOLOGIES OF RACE IS OF UTHMOST URGENCY T0 END THE
REGRETTABRLY ALL-TOO-COMMON ALARMING GUN-RELATED HEADLINES,

The mpact of defunding of public education, affordable healtheare, and mplementing tax cuts that benelit
wily the wealthieet ot the cxponse of overyone olse, in eoujunction with revoking of long-standing gun lows,
has resulted in signilieant inersases noeivil worest, greater racial divisions, aod o greater nombar of

fatalities from gun-related deaths, 0 particular soicide.

Eleetions wre oot likely o b suffieiat in changing America’s caevent socieial ehallosges, nddvessing needed
hezltheare reform, and gun lagislation, Simply demonsivating the ill effects of eertain conzervative policies
won't be enonsh on it= own to change people’s beliels and athtudes about suns, health care, and sducation
The corvend contest is rellective ol lrger, historically ehurged apderstandings of racial hisesrehy,
presented es the needs of the individual over the communal and the unwanted invelvement of government in

tha lives of Americans.

Dhveet efforts lo counter overl and implicit racial reseniment are a pivetal primer becanse political and
racial identities are shaped by larger values, biases, and anxieties. Promoting seciety’s moral compass and
dismunthng ideolozos of race 1 of ulmost urgeney to end the regrettably all-too common alarming gun

related headlines,
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TELEVISION
MOVIES
GAMES

EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE

Children in the 18, are al least 10 times oiore Biely 1o
e aecidentaliy killesd by Srearms than children from

othar developed eountries,

The sobering stalistic s that aboet 50O children are shor
with & [roarm eseh doy i the United Stites (U18), The
shootings often oveur beeatse a child inds o e thal
15 loided and unsecored, Although Chis statisthe may
sient ineorreet. 1 shildren' wre defined Following Conters
for Diseass Contr] (CDE) cuidelings as azed 0t 17

veurs - the 50 children is not 4 typo or error,

I ehildeen Dnd are omseenrsd gon g home, maoy FBactors
can influence whether they will handle it. Une impertant
factor is exposurs to fun yiolenes in the mass media

L belevigion, movies, video gamas), In 2018, 73
children were Killed bégagse of a loaded angecared

firenrm—Ethut equutes to more than oue child per week

Violence = & common theme 10 movies. even in G-rated
movies for general audiences, Violent movie pharacters
nfton wse guns, and thoy use gung mere ngw than o the
past, Indeed. the number of aes of gun vielenee in P(3-
13 films (for ages 13+ has nearly wripled zince the PG-
13 rabing was introduced in 1984, Sinee 20012, PG-13
wiivies have aetually contabimd more uets of gun vinlenes
than B-rated mevies (forages 17+ ). Violenve is also o

commenthema in videg gunes.

CHILDREN IN AMERICA ARE
MORE LIKELY TO DIE FROM AN
UNSECURED FIREARM THAN IN
OTHER DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
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SOCIAL
LEARNING
THEORY

LEARN BY IMMITATION

real people or media characters

Childven often think madin ehargeters ave cosl, and they
wint to mitate their bebavio

Previous research has shown that childeen who s
crhiae e soodor cdgaretbes e meee Eely Lo sooke
themaelves. Likewise, children whe ges movie clinvactors

drik wlealal are more hkels 1o drink themsalvis

These findings follew directly trom social learmine theary,

which propeses that clifldesn leaen bow to behave by

observing aod lmitaling the bebvlor of models
The wiodels could be sea! peaple, or media eharactons—

even Retitions onea, Children

(8 PN ET= gERgh (1R 5 ] L inrs
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US CHILDREN

1)

MORE LIKELY TO DIE FROM
UNSECURED GUNS

N
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DANGEROUS BEHAVIOR
AFTER PLAYING WITH GUNS

Receiit resenrch, derived from social learning theory, found thas

children who gee medin chiracters uze guns are nore Lkely to use

piral g hemselves

In ope experiment, childven 8 to 12 years old ware tested In pairs.

First, they were rundomly sssigned Lo wateh a 20-minule elip

frome o PO movieowlth guns or the swoe elip with the guns edited
out. Next, phildren waore told that thoy eould play for 20 minutes
wilh toys (oo, Leeon, Nerl guns, and bullebs) and games (e

Joengs, NG pird game, eheckers), A cabinet in the room
pomtadined A real disabled 9-mum handeon that bad been modified
W |i| i |||g| |||'|_|| |_.I|_a':u._='|||||'|| (T _-||,||||||-| il ||||||'_\.||.|||,|||-|

pullvd the trigger with goough foree Lo Tire the guan

A ldden camera pesorded their behavior. Children who watehed
Cher e e olip with e hild the hamdeun loageer (3.1 ve. 11.1
sircnds ) and pulled the trieger more times (2.8 v= 007 tlmes)

than those who spw the same movie elip withont guns.

Soge ol the childeen adgapad Do very dangerons beliwviors wicl
the reil gun. such as pulling the trigeee while pointing the sun at
ml eun oun the

themsedves or their peetner. Ooe boy potobed £he e

laboratory window at people [8 the =treaet

SOME CHILDREN ENGAGE IN

PRE-TEEN
YEARS

CHILDREN WHO SEE MEDITA
CHARACTERS USE GUNS MORY
LIKRELY 70 USE GUNS
THEMSELVES
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Children that played
computer games with
guns are more likely to
behave dangerously if
they have access to a
real gun.
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COMPUTER
GAMES & GUNS

RESEARCH SHOWS BEHAVIORAL CHANGES FROM PLAYING
COMPUTER GAMES WITH GUNS.

In anpthor experiment, ehildenn aged = to 12, Widden o the calinet ao the ehildeen could hondle
s werke also tostaddn Emit"-: and raiiomly iwopun I thay chose Lo do so,

el 1o play one ol throe v e 0F Ul 2o

Mivgeralt (2001] for 200 mingtas: The resulis showed that childeen who played the

dWVD NOILLY LIWI

video game with guns handled it longer (91.5
» Aowepsion i which the player could kill seconds vi. T 10 seeonds i the swerd condiion
s iees with gans, and 0.7 seennds o e nonyiokent eondilion),
s Ay WG LNd pulled the re times (10,1 tim
monsters with swords, ar tirnes in the sword condition and 3.0 times
o A ponviolenl version wikh e WAL O v rilan condition ., !-l|-||||l'=||‘_,;' dh theinselyes of
Hlonsters their partner (3.4 times va, 1.5 times in the
sword condition and 0.2 Smes in the nonvialent

I Che widet gnme experinient, two gans wee condition],

%

BRIEFING BOOKS | 50




‘ .
5

—
CHILD'S PLAY

ANWNVYD NOILYLINI

TAKE
HOME
MESSAGE

THE RESEARCH HAS TWO TAKE-HOME
MESSAGES
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HE SIGHT OF
GUN EVOKES
VIOLENCE

“GUNS NOT ONLY PERMIT VIOLENCE,
THEY CAN STIMULATE IT AS WELL. THE
FINGER PULLS THE TRIGGER, BUT THE
TRIGGER MAY ALSO BE PULLING THE
FINGER."

BRRIEFING BOOKS id

123443 SNOdvaIMm



9

2 hours
34 minutes




UF conrse. using a gun can make ageressive aobs more
h-"lIILI,I. H“I onmn 1ji]ll.ill.:‘.- ECI'_“["JJEE' H gllll IErPase 1 EE’I'I";E‘III[I..I
Repeareh ovidenes indicates thal the answor s “yes.”
This effert, ralled the “weapons effect.” is varely if ever

aongidered in digeissions of gun violesnes.

The *weapuns aileet™ was lest peportad in g 1967
clwasic experiment condueted by Leonared Berloowits and

Anthony LePage.

Hurtieipants wers mule college studenta testod in paires.
altlengh ooe ol the stadients was netoadly aeeeimplioe

pretending to be a participant,

The study was ostensibly whony “steess ™ witl aleetei
shotks beina the stressor. The two students took turas
wvaluating sach other’s performance-onea Lisk using
botween L elseteio shook (O vy pond pyaluatlon” | ane 10

electrical shocks (“very bad svaluation”).

Fivel. the paetieipanl- gemerated ddode o publisity agbnd
mizht use to promote 4 popular sineer. By the fip of*a
coin, the geeomplice gave the participant either 1 shock

(uriprov oked) or ¥ shoels (provoked).

Next, thearcomplice penerated idsnsa usad car
sulpsporson might use to sell mope cars, awd th
participant “eviduated” the aecomplice’s 1doas using

elecirical shorks, which was the apgression measure,

The ppeticipant was seated plo lalde that had o 12 guuge
ehoteuw and o 38-caliber vevelver on It e badmiiion
rusquets and shuttleeocks on it The iteme on the table
were deseribed g3 part of ansther study that another

experimenter had supposedly forgotten to put away.

Thitre wiis silsa o contral condition with o items an (b
table. The experimenter told partivipants to iznors the
items on Lhe tabie, bul they apparently could not,
Provelked partivipants whisnw thp PURE Wik s
appressive than the other participants il.e., gave moro

shocks w the aveomplice).

Berkowitz and Lelage dubbed this sftect the “weapons
wllpet,” wod proposed Hal it ooeus hecause wiedpons arm
agereasive ouoe that can gatortically and meonseousy

elicil aggression,
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REGARDLESS OF
GCENDER OR AGE
REAL OR TOYS
CUNS INCREASE
AGGCGRESSION

THE WEAPONS EFFECT HAS
BEEN REPLICATED MANY
TIMES, BOTH INSIDE AND
OUTSIDE THE LARB

sinen LWET, the weapons effect has been replicated many

Filiis, |I-|i|| pis e e oonlsiile I|I|- leeds,

In ot diivine simulation experiment, for sxample, participants
ware inore ararpEsive drivers when thers was & hanigun on

thie weal than whon theee wos o tennks racket on Ue seit.

A srmlor eftert waes found oo survey of a nptionally
representative sample of 2,770 American drivers; those with
4 tun in their velilels, comparad to those with no goo in thel
v, wers signthicantly mors ikely in they past year (o moks
oliseene weslures al olhies drivers (23% ve, 185 Laileate
(L4% ve. B%), or both [6.3% ve, 2.8%), eveén after controlling

for several factors related to ageressve driving,

A 2018 comprehensive review integrated the resalks from ol
availahle werapons effect studies, which ineluded 151 affert-
st pstimales from 73 independent stidies involving 7.668

participants.

This review Towd a sigoilicant wenpons el Teal for provolood
and unproveked participanis, lor males and females: tor
partleipants of all pees, for collepe students and nonstudents

and even for Loy weapins

['heweapons sffect was also positively correlated with the
yeur the study was canduetod, Indicating that the weapong
elfert is getting lurger over time. The weapons effect wis
significant m lnboratory studles but was nonsignificant in fisld

sturlies
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WEAPON
TYPE NOT
IMPORTANT

THE PRESENCE OF 4 TASER GUN
INCREASED AGGRESSION
AGAINST POLICGE OFFICERS

POLICE OFFICERS
WHO CARRY A
WEAPON, INCLUDING
A TASER LIKELY TO BE
ASSAULTED

Sinee the 2018 meta-analysis was published, an
importonl lmege (N=678) [Teld study waz published in
2009, Tn this Geld study, ||||!|.'!' ol Fiewes werer Pl viely
assigned to egrry TASER pune that were vigible

(=33 or to not earry TABRTR fang (n=3049)

A TASER gun fires two snall barbed davts with wires

faled L vietiom's skare Elevbrie shioek s deliveral throagh

the wires, which leaves the vietim tempararil

incapacitnted because they loge control of their muscles.

Raslts Pond thae he momber of physienl nseaulis 1 L
neainst palioe officers was more than twice as hich in the

TASER graup (0.44235 per L,000) incidents) than in the

no-TASER group (02004 pee LU mendents ).

Thise, the mere presence of & TASER run inereasad
perpressign apanEl police oblieers,
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SUMMARY

CLUSION OF THE WEAPONS EFFECT
V DISCUSSION ON GUN VIOLIE

In sununary, research shows that simply seeing o pun can make people more

g o weapong slfect sudies < that guns and other weapens

should be oot of sight rather than disployed apenly. Opon carry | mighit o

rigger a4 Weapons effeet

Phe recommendation that any digeassions on gun vielenee and gon leeislation inelode

sarch into the weapons effect is

.d ¥ ol i in X 3 X
\ 1.5 SO BRIBRING BOOKS |71
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SIGNS & SYMPTOMS OF TRAUMA IN
CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS & FAMILIES

COMMUNITY
VIOLENCE

Rillie Katz, PsyD),
Assistant Professor,
Division of Child and Adolescent Psyehiatry

Teahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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CHILDREN NOT ABLE TO
PROCESS HEADLINE NEWS
ABOUT COMMUNITY VIOLENCE.

With gun and comnunity viclence m Lhe news eadlines uearly every day. children and
teene are exposed to information they may or may not be ready to vnderstand, information
that is challenging for even aedults to truly make sense of. Several common types of
community viclence affect youth - -bullving. gang violence, shootings in public arsas soch
wi sthaols and neighborhoods, viots. and spentaneous or teerprial attocks, Although we
nan anticipate some types of tranmatic events, community vielenee aften happens suddenly

and without warning,
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NEGATIVE
HEALTH
OUTCOMES

-
"
|

Children may be at
nealth outcomes.

Children exposed to community vielence have
been found to be more Hkely Lo experience
negitive shoet- and long-lerm psyehological
affsets, including anger, socinl withdrawal,
posi-lraumatic steess, and desengitization Lo

violenes,

Current research has also shown that children
who ire axposed Lo community vialence, he it
through witnesging direct acts of violenoe,
axposure to higher levels of violenee in
communities or schools, or watehine violent
media, ey ool higher risk for neeative

health miteames.

Understanding the sovial and pmotional
menlal health needs of ehildren, adolescents.
and families exposed to community vielinee is
d complex process, partly hecanse severil

mechanizme nre iIJ!]I“I ated.

For-example, due to the often sudden and
unpredictable nature of ecommunity violenee,

impacted individuals begin to develop

righer risk for negative

heiphtened fears thatl danger can present wl
any time. Thie state of hy per-vigllanee hag
heon eonnected to the development of heliefs

that the world is unsale and frightening,

These thoughes, combined with the true threal
of vinlence, ereate the nesd for individuals ta
wlways be in “survival mode,” This serves as a
galety behavior, in which a person is always
ready and seemingly more able to predict

danger.

Uinlortunatedy, this stote of being has been
shown to lead to incrensed impulsivity and a

heterhtened “Oeht or Heht™ response.

This iz partly why individuals whao live
dmongst the threat of communily vielence
olten papaorl higher and more aente symptoms
ol auxivly, depression, sovial isolation,

interpersonal diffisulties, and chronie stress.
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In addition, exposure to violence, much like any
E x p O s U R E trauma, will begin to affecl an individus!"s outlook
on the Tutures ag (L impacts their real and

pererived sense of contral

I 0 Subseqtentiy, thers is an observable inercasa in

signifiennt stress responses, early childhaod
v I O I E N C E developmental delays, emotion dysregulation,
mternalization of emotions, and externalizing of

L it v i ors

IMPACT OUTLOOK itk Suosaiad Ton i el i,

— ﬁiglii.!ii‘éilﬂ. iTJ(fl"P-Ei.HE—'! j” stress resentment, and fear, which ean lead to more
acting out behaviors. including arguments with

parents, geiting into fights with peers, anil

auhstance aee.
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COMMUNITY
VIOLENCE
OFTEN
HAPPENS
WITHOUT
WARNING

Children become desensitized to violence,

The experiences lead to stress responses, early
childhood developmental n’r%.fr.rim_. emolion
dysregulation, internalization of emotions, and
ecxlernalizing of behaviors.
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COMMUNITY-BASED
RESOURCES

Treatment
Options

Tranma-related symptoms,
including (lashbacks. intrusive

menmories. and nightmares.

Several therapeatic modalities, tailored to
individusls, groups, and lamilies, can be applied
to effectively mitizate the effects of community
violomee and its impaet on psychologion] well
heing. For individuals who wee experienoing
trauma-related symptoms, ineluding tlashbacks,
intrusive memories, nightimares, and re-
oxperienving of the evenl. thers boa group of
therapeutic treatments that have been shown to

decrease spmptoms and mmprove quality of life,

Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy
(TEF-UBT) s & child=specilic lreamment, while
Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT) and
Prolonged Exposure (PE) have been adapted tor
vee with adolescants. Other evidenee-hased
Lepaitinents; including Dialeetical Behavior

Therapy (DBT), have been found to be effective.

Many community-based resources also sxist to
belp practitioners, dividuals, and families gain
more understanding about the effeets of
community violence, The National Child
Troumeatic Stress Network (NCTSN) has an
omline reaource center 2eared towards familics
st provides hadpliol salormion abiout deanma-

informed care. treatment, and proetices,

Furthermore, the Association for Behavieral and
Cognitive Therapies (ABCT) has many
resources, inclading a Find a Therapist divectory

that ean help eonnaeet individuals and providers,

ADNITOIA ALINNWWOD
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A LEGACY OF SYSTEMIC
DISCRIMINATORY POLICIES

RACIAL
INEQUITY

Sirry Alang, PhD
Assistant Professor, College of Arts and Sciences,
Lehigh University

Rita Hitching, MSC

Researcher & Editor. VA Palo Alto & Stanford School of Medicine
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

RACIAL
INEQUITY

LEGACIES OF A BRUTAL PAST

Any diseussion on the esnscquences of chonges
to gun leglslation is not comprehensive without a

diseusson on the impact on communities.

In pssence, community gun violence refers to
any form of interpersonal gun-related violence
thid tieeurs betw esn individuals that are nol
imtimately related,

In the United Stutes eommunity gun vielenes is
regrettably roubine in communities already
struggling with sconomic and sorial inequalities,
thit rosultin nnsafe houging, imprvarishod
sehool systenis, and o failing econcmy,

Inmany mstaness these moegqualities are i ragult

of systemie discriminatory policies, exclisionary

social soping, financial redlining, and racial
Inequality. Moreover, these under-resourced
naighbourhoods predommantly include
Hispanic/ Lating residents,

In the US community gun violenee is regrettably
routine i many under-resoureed
Hisparic/Latino communities. Mokt community
homicides are a result of gun violenoe, and they
oecur i parks, street corners, and Front porchas
aernss the L8,

Deapite afforts to address firenem homivide

‘rates, Lhey remain at historic highs, 2017: was

the deadliest year, followed by 2016, 2010 snd
2018
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CDC DATA DEATH INVOLVING FIREARMS 2020
Other (Aceidents & War)

l_T“r'n
Homicides
18.5%

Tatal Deaths
49. 1%

Stuicides

30.7% .y

LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE HOMICIDE REPORT GUN DEATH RATES BY URBANIZATION, 2618
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Tatad Guwe Death Hale Firenrin Swictidfe Fivearm Howmieide

HOMICIDE RATIO BY CITY, 20189

Homicide Ratio per 100,000



FIREARMS
DEATHE tiiseits

Altheugh esmmunity sun violenee 0eurs oo roess Urbanizotion does not appear to be o

the U8, the prevalence is Lizher in i small eonlributing factor Lo the homisde rute, a8 T0%
group of 117 cities, which represent b0% of all ol counties with the highest homieide rate are
firearm homivides, The idea that community classified as raral, and-30% as metropolitam

i \III||'|'|='.|' Illll:. GBORHES N i.||'!—"|' I'![il'h Is
inaceurats, When the population gize is taken into account.

Lhe homivide rate s greatesl in sparsely

AlLllTviAndg 32170d

The murder rale in New York City, with a populaded rursl vounties, To anderseore the
population of 8,39 million i3 3,4, per LOO,000 association betweon race and homieide rates,
peaple. [ comparison, SE Lo, Missonr Lasa 5% are o the South, where racl megurbies are
murder rate of G494 per 100,000, maire promiment,
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BLACK |
AMERICANS

VIOLENCE

BRACIAL INEQUITIES IN GUN-RELATED

The CDC reports that the likelihood of homicide for & Black American is 10x greater than for a White

American, Young Black males aped 15 to 84 years represent 2% of the US population bt reprasent

37% of el firenrm homicides. Gun homieide is the leading ewuse of death For young Black mules. Young
Hiapanic/ Lating Americans are 23 mord likely (o die from gun-related homivide than Whites, Firearm

homicide is the second leading eause of martality for Hispenic/ Lating males aged 15 1o 34 years.




FEMALE FIREARM HOMICIDE RATE 2015 TO 2019
4

Age-adjusted gun deaths per 100,000

Whitk Hinpunls/ Lotk Blank

Communitips with high gun vielence have a range of systemic adversities, including unemployment rates
close to 70%. compared to the national average of 8%. The lack of emiployment opportunities is exacerbated
by the absence of professional or vocational training due to chronic underinvestment. School distriets in
communities of color reegive less Ineul and state government funding than the majority of white disiricts,
estimated st $23 billion less annually, which serves to perpetuate socioeconomic equality across generations,

MALE FIREARM HOMICIDE RATE 2015 TO 2019
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Althoueh firearm homicice is almost

exelusively o male phenomenon, Black
lemales are 4x more likely to be killed than
White Females, but if aged 15 to 24 years.
Eluck fomules are Tx more likely (o die
from gun violence than a White famale teen
. or young adualt. ¥oung Hisparie/ Talino
J Americans are 2% as likely todie feam g -
< related homicide than Whites, Like Block
lemales, the risk of firewrm homicide s
impaeted for Hispanin/Lating females aged
15 to 24 years. with & 2x greater risk than

White females.
NRIEFING BOOKS BH



PO LICE
BRUTALITY

BSF¥FCHOLOGICAL INTIMIDATION,
FERBAL ASSAULT, AND PHYSIUA
FIOLENCE.,

EROSION
OF TRUST

BiASED LAW ENFORUEMENT
LEADING TO QUESTIONABLE
POLICE LEGITIMACY

Police brintality refers to poliee action that dehwmanizes the vietim. I

meludes psyehological intimidation, verbal assaunlt, and physica!

vinldnee,

For communities to thrive a trust in community mfrastrocture critical,

That infeastructure ineludes law snfureement,

[n pommunities where trust in law enforcement and police legitimacy is

part of the fabhrie of its seciety, eitizens are more willing to involve E N u l.I G H

formal channels to feel protected, support conflict resolution, and ward

P POLICE

Loy ey ities (st dee -|i-,]||||;;n|'lfl.|| ey |:'.,=;||.\.'|~-| [ |.Lp|E|'|'

intimidation, violence, and brotalivy, and where lnw enloreemert is

nssociated with dizcrimimatery behaviors. the conzequence i3 hesitation B H I_I T A I— | T Y

o sk st I'roanm f |:II|||'I‘ inersasine odds of commuonity gun

il

m :
Phese practives serve Lo perpeiuate a vicious eyele ol overly agoressiva

palivhng ang greater disteust ond decreased eooperation with liw BRIEFING BOOKS 50
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POLICE DISTRUST
ROOTED IN SLAVE
PATROLS OF THE

PAST

B

LEGACY OF

AME

RICAN

SLAVERY

FRESJUDICE
BEHAVIOR

FOLICE
AGAINST BLACKS

wn that Black males are more likely to sxpe

in and attitudes by police compared to Whites, including
mors frequent stoppage. Lhe ikelihood of bems shot, arvests, and demal of
biils, Ty does nol cceur in o vacuwm, During Lle preiod of Arieriean
slavery, it was cruoal for the mstitution to prevent enslaved Africans from

Slave pat
r'-=.-|m=|-.:|1 h ¥ ln rondinel ¥ ]m||+'| sl TR AT "-'-l"['-*"'lﬁ'."
eastrations, und lynehings, Indeed, prosent-day routine acarching,
guestioning, and ar iz of Black and Lating persons are an e

our countey’s history, Distrust in the police is deeply rooted in this history

BRIEFING BOOKS an
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JUDICIAL
SYSTEM

INHERENT DISTRUST

e

The inherent distrast (n law enforcement extends to the judicial system, and Black males are more likely to be
wrongly convicted and receive longer sentences. In eommunities where poliey legitimacy comes into quastion and
homicides oveur due to reeism an erosion of trust follows and has been shown to lead to a reduction in the number of
911 ealls by residents and & 32% merease in homicides. In 45% of Black and Hispanic/Latino neighborhoods. gun
violenee is a concern, eompared to 27% of predominantly White eommunities, Exposure to violenca has been shown
bo he o strone predictor of subsequent engazemend 1w gun-related seimimal activity.
BRIEFING BOOKS | 91



COMMUNITY
G UN VIOLENTCE

PERPETUATES AND EXACERBATES
PRE-EXISTING BISADVANTAGES

NEGATIVE
IMPACT

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Lommunily #un violonce pErpetlates and exacerbates
pre-existine disadvantages both in terms of enmmunity

ragources and health lneguity.

Resrareh shows that gan vialenee has a significand
negativi mpiel oo bedlth und wellbeing. The pliysieal
injuries agsociated with bullet wounds are frequently
fatal. bt the leng-term marbidite in many ways is far
more insidious as it affecta nol just the mdividual, bin

their families. and all those living in its vicinity.

Experiending community oo violones directly or
indivectly poses substantial psyehologien! strain and s
grromely correlated with a range of peyehiatrie dizorders
such as arxiety, depression, and post-traumatic strass

disnrders.

BRIEFING BOOKS b



COMMUNITY GUN
VIOLENCE LEADS TO
SIGNIFICANT
PSYCHOLOGICAL
DISTRESS

In 2020, an average of 338 Americans was impacred daily

by gun vinlenea - 316 adoks and 22 children, with Black
dnd Hispanic/Latitno mgking up te wmajorty, The tupact of

gutt viedenee ineludes physical, emotional. sexual violenee,

- SE— — — —
—

. — —

=== FLEMENTARY. SCHOOL==

il 3 Hispanic/ Latiro communities 27% of adults have witnessed

verbol, and psyehelogical mtimidotion. In Black anil

a shooting, and 28% lest = loved one to a fireari.

Exposures wogun vinlpnes, ineluding witnessing nn-assault,
shaoting, hearing ounshotz. or losing & loved one to a

feearm, is associabed with a negative impact on shord- and
F'|'|r

lenug-term heoalth wnd wellbeing, Up to 36% of ehildren in
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under-rezonrced eommunities have experienced gun

violenee, and G5% report sionificant lpvels of distress,

Violenee or the tear of violence causes significant levels of
stress, and chronle stress s assoeiated with abnormal brain
maturation and nouronal prunmg that vesalts in impairad

cognitive and emotional development,

Untreated sheonis stress 1 o sleone visk Inelore Faroa pargoe
of psyehinirie digordirs - |1i'[u'1'h‘.iun. anxiely, post-irnumatie

stress (PTSD), aleabol. and substanes use.

In adidition, eheonio stress is ussocialed with o higher
prevalence of lifestyle disorders such as cardiovascular
disease, bype 1 diabetes, stroke, saneer, prematore aging,
and portality. Gun vislence leads to childven belrg fearful
of leving their homes. avoiding public places like parks,
limiting their physical activity, svoiding travel that oy Tl

ter low sehool atbendanee and performonee.

Fear genorates agoressive attitndes, antisoeial behaviors,
and demepnors that lead Lo pepr neighborhoold reloticnstups
antl isolation, Ao environment thal prevents the
devilopmant of soeial connaction. eivie invelvemenl, and
community huilding sesves Lo oxacerbate the impaet of

chronie slress, violenee, and I.IU\?HJ'l}'

The laek of trost in institutions leads some residents to opl

to earry pung to mitigate their level of fedr and anxiety,

further perpetuating the potential for gun-related vielence.
BRIEFING BOOKS 93
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ON AVERAGE DAILY

Americans are impacted by gun
violence. Experiencing physical,
emotional, sexual, verbal, and
psychological intimidation, with the
majority being Black and
Hispanie/Latino.

BRIEFING BOOKS 45



PSYCHOLOGICAL

IMPACT

MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS

The strong association between police brutality,
o violenoe, and stress has led some
researchers to sugeest that police brotality is a

sociil determinant of health.

The angor. grief, and hopelessness that Black
and Hispanic/Lating Amerieans feel further
amplify the impact of slress on lsalth and

werllbeine,

The lack of social discourse and predominant
underreaction to police brutality cause additional
burden, even if the expericnees are not
happening in the community but are being

reparted in Uhe miedia,

Purthermore, ran violenee and brutality directed
primarily gt non-White communities serve to
perpetuate racism and rekindle the history of

racial nppression.

Police eneounters have an impatt oo mental
health, and negative encounters with police are
aseociated with a greater prevalence of

depression and nnxiety.

The impact of negative police exehonges is more
prooounced n Blacks and Latings than Whites,
Some reserchers have highlighted the negative
impaet of the antivipatory stress associated with
the putential for police brutality amonpst Black
and Hispanic/Laling Americans. The fear of
hecoming a victim of police brotality is powerful
eiough to be assovinted with a greater likelihood

of depression and anxlety,

An important indicator of mental health status is
the pereeption of how mental health nesds were

met by mental health serviess: i the perceplion

is negntive and that mental health needs were
nod met, the experience may hecome o barrier to

avcessing care in the future,

AdOlS 3dnlv3d

The impact of unmer hoalth needs sxtends 1o
reduced quality of life, ereater healthears

utilization, particularly vmergency rooin visits,

substanee use, and related psvehinbri digorders.

I addition, wmet health care needs are
eorrelated with loss in productivity and reduced

life expretaney.

Research has shown that neeessary policy
exchnnges thut resulted in negative police
encounters were asgociated with increased odds
of reported nomet nesds compared Lo Amerieans
with no experiences of negalive police

fucounters.

The gdds were pven greater in circumsbanees
where negative police encounters wire o rasnit

of unnecessary ]M}L'itl'_‘ EIeONITRTE.

[n contrast, when police encounters were
positive, even if they were unneeessary, the adds

al unmet needs being repurted were reduced.

Unmeeessary polive eneounters that resulted in
negative encounters were nesociated with
medical mistrust, highlighting the impact of
police mistrust on the kelihood of seeking and

trusting doetors and allied medieal professionals.

BRIEFING BOOKS | %6



2%

of children in under-resourced
communities have experienced gun
violence

9%

report significant levels of distres




SUMMARY
POLICE BRUTALITY

BLACK AND LATINX HEALTH

COMMUNITIES WITH FEW RESQURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE
PREDOMINANTLYE BLACK AND LATINK

The raot causes of gun violence are predicated on
acgess Lo pun, with feetors such a: underfunded
pubilie hovsing, undeeperforming sehiools ek of
opportunitios for employmant and training, leating to
eeonmnic inequality and concentrated poverty further

amplifying the proolam.

Neighlorloods witla luck of resourees gl
apportunities are disproportionately composed of
Black and Latinx résidents because of racial
residential segregation that has its origins in

raciglizod eeonomic and hougmg policies.

Movements like Black Lives Matter and Blacktivist
have highlighted inherent racial biases by police sl
racism o wilhin the law enftreement and crimingl

Justice system.

But they have not been able to erage the Feelings
of powerlpssness hat afTect well-being in Bluck
eovmmnunities. Organivations like -ty Americin
Public Health Association have urgaed federal,
state, and local governments to demilitarize and
prevent policing thal peepeluites raeial
inequalities such as racialized stop and trizsk and
teeriminalized Toitering and minor tralfic

violutions,

Distrust of police i associated with distrust of
pthpr govornment institutions, imeluding health
care, and serves to inhihit eommunities of eolor
from seeking niedical care and: assistance For fagr

of the same behavior.

GUN VIOLENCE PREDICATED ON
ACCESSIBILITY AND PERPETUATED
BY UNDERFUNDED COMMUMNITY
ORGANIZATIONS, SCHOOLS, AND
ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

BRIEFING BDOKS
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RECOMMENDATIONS

RESEAARCH URCGENTLY NEEDED AND COLLECTION OF
COMMUNITY VIOLENCE STAPISTICS ACROSS ALL I8 STATES

The lack of clear data on the impact of polies brutality and g viokence iz a factor that is contributing to
the lack of effective lobbyving und policy change. The Netional Vielent Death Heporting System (NVDRE)
adopted by some stales, is making copsiverable elforis to estimale the mortality injury, and disability rates

azsoeiited with the use of excessive force by the polies,

The hope is that more stures will participate in the NYDRS process and join federal apencles like the
Burean of Justice Statistics and the National Uenter loy Health Statistics nre starting to invest in active

o passive dada eolleston on polies use of Forve, W promoie G policioe, justiee, sod pogodation bealth

In tandem, qualitative and ethnographic research is critical to turther elucidate the impact of gun vielence

AlLllTviAndg 32170d

and police rutality. Advoeaey and poliey develogment thai wddresses zun violenes and should eonfront
oppression in wll it forms and s impact oo the health and wellbeing of corrent and Muture gonerationg e

paramount to promote health equity for all Americans.
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DIVERSE COMMUNITY AT CREATER RISK
OF EXPERIENCING GUN VIOLENCE

LGBTQ+
POPULATION

Kirsty Clark, PhD,

Assistant Professor Medicine, Health & Soeiety, Vanderbilt University

Sereng Musungu
Research Assistant Medicine, Health & Society, Vanderbilt Universily

Tara MeKay. PhD
Assistant Profeszor Medicine, Health & H:::'wi:,'. Vanderhilt University
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DIVERSE tcere.
COMMUNITY

Leshian, onv. bisexual, transeeonder, and LI & mombers of Generation 2 (those born 1997 to 20023

(LOABTR-=) peaple, and wse swho idoneify with of i s LOARTO

entil ¥

e o fewoer than 1 in 25
VT U ST T i1 o= oY i il @ ) *
pypangive socyal prenintons and sender identite tembers of Genpeiben X (thoge born TO65-10 198(1)

represent approsimately: 5.6% of the VS population

Il is in I} prla gl b peenoe e Ll Chowee is o vibireri

Che propoeticn of Awerieans who idoatly as LGBETQ popiulatisng

divepsity of cxporicnees within the LGETO
grawing rapidly. with LU T people spanning all genders, ares. races
amil sthmeities, shilities and dizsabilities, eographi

Gallup polling doti Ceonn 2080 Tound that more Lo 1 i nenles, relwons, and natonalitios,
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APPROXIMATELY

6%

of Americans identify as LGBTQ-
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LGBTQ+
POPULATION
AT GREATER
RISK OF GUN
VIOLENCE

»

NOILYINdOd +O1L891
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Wy st importent te eonsiloe the LGETW popoadaiim

U =T = ]
IT) CONYeFRISCINS reonraine Liun yinleince

Althoueh LGRETRH- e aple repeesent o relativeldy soall
propertan of the tote] TS population, they are st groater

rigk of CHDOPIENCING FUn VIOienoe,

For example, LOGETQ4 Adnerieing s

dispropertienately more likely to

o Ho foeoets of sl violopon, oo hoate e
¢ Heport sulcids nttempts, &nd
o BEgperlenes intimate partoer vielenee tho

el and oiseendor (non-LGEBTO

Additlonally, when & gun @ invoelved oan ant- LGETC)

vinlent attnek. sulelde attewpt, ur vislend Inddeat with an

intimate partoer, the rigk of the encountar bedaming

F
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HIGH HATE
CRIME RISK



.
» -

s g &

"~ L %\ N
TN N Nl

NITY

P=

@.mmi.-. A

- LGBTQ+ COMMU

BRIEFING BOOKS | 107

=
_* 3 = "
==

3 =y L]
T 1|'rﬂ_ T l"

R N = -




Pulse Nightélub greatest ma#-
casualty terrorist attack in the US
since September 11, 2001. \ ’




BLACK
TRANSGENDER

GUN
VIOLENCE

Black transgender women are being killed by guns and
this epidemic of violence is increasing.

NOILYINdOd +0L1LE97

Anti-transeender stipma — inchiding o hostile Aviordine Lo the 2017-2018 Trinereider

palitical elimate, coltural marginalization. family Homigide Tracker. nearly BO% ol hemirides of
rajeetion, end demal of opportunity in Black transgender woumen involved & gun. In
snplormentand housie —dnyvos nooultuee of total. Va'% of confizmied murders of tramseender
vindenen towarl trooseondern peor lir |||~r;|p||.- arn Ean et hs
Usiae nevis peports, court reeords, wod Ak transeender women, who liee

i ey iews wilh |1-|| e, sy ocatos mned |-||||.|||||||||Ii||!.I Fearitiig nl eSS ol e s ol

progeciiters, Lthe Washingten Post identified 140 racizm. sexisnt, and trapsphobla; are ot sevars

riaseeniler seomen wilio weare killad nationwasde
wiwenn 2005 ard 20200 Aveording to Lhe
Human Hights Campaien | HRUC), the pumber of
transgender people mordered in 2021 hos
tlepsrly exeamded the munher of transgondoy
people glled in' 2013, 2014, 2015, 30148, 2018,

aried 2019 conhinad

As ol Septomber 2021, HRO has recorded 37

murders of transgander paople.

risk ol 1'\ll\'-'it'lll 14} |5r=1-||'|' violenes, Rlack

trunsgerdor women reprosant 4 i 5 transgender

homacides) most of these murdersdnvobee & gun

Ol trivnseendae poopls wro migseadorod
media, lew enforoement, and toroper reparts,
devlonstraling an dnjustles foward e victins
and hampering offoris {o assuratnly traek the

burden of violenes against this population.
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Exposure to Violence
Fear for Safety

In 2017, YRES data showed that
ansgender youth-arm sphatantinkly
g Hkely o b biallind o ey her

bullied than their cizsgender piers

Nowely o quarioe of (ransgmdor
abitdenls pepo tesl Liaing Lhresatened o

imjuared with aweapon ot schnool in thy

‘ : . i v 4 Boflectine this difference, {Fanspender
""1,: -l . e

L)
¥

LGBTQ+ youth more likely to
face violence at school, be

threatened with a weapon

LGBTU+ poutl @re Dregquent targeis of hullyiiee aml aontl-LOBTOQ+-
rotivated hios al gehool. Natooally eepresentatvo dotn fran the 20715
2018 Yourn sk Benavior sarvey (Y HBE) demonstrames that LOGBET
tepns pre more |lkely 1o report leeling unsale at schoel and experience

buliying and cyberbullving and their hetarosexnal peeres.

Tremblingly, LOGBTQ - teons sre also more than twice as likely 1o have bopn
Llewe bt a0 0njid ol wWilli n Wl senool cogn sl iy Thaeir

listopose il clnssites

Pechaps hoeouse ol chas exprosors o vinbismes gl fenr Toe salety, o higher

] eIV R KTV IR S iu]'.l* + _'_'|I.||L i tha YEES Feonn 2000 1 2015 T

carrying a weapon Al schosl including “a gon. koife, o Juily™ than
bt spoeasciiaw! voeds, To tod 1 4.0% of heterosexsionl, 21 .8% of ) Heslan
] 18.5% ol highsial Leens poported carmying o we poart L slial 1 Ll
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The US 5
Institites of Health eonsider LGRTO-L

irgeon General and The Natienal

prople s compzinge n bgh-rish population
lor suiride, Lodéed, population-baged studles
demonstrate thal LGBTQ-+—people repar
srbstantiully mehervatos of sueide attempis
thamn their sisgender anid hetnrosexual peers,

i shiki

ezpence and sdulthoad

T 2000 8, 29488 ol surveyed 1 l'”if"f:? |
studenis In the YHBS had attemplad suielde
i the past vear, conpared lo 6.4% of
hioterosoxnal studenbs,  Noarly kall ol the
LGBTO-+ studont poplanon sericusty
’."I"‘{-Itl'-"lll" AL II|I|IIi.|.‘ BLL It' o IFI'II'}-II (1]

145 % ol hoteraseinnl students

These trends in sultide sk extend to
Leansgendor youth, More (han obe-third of
transeendor yoath'in the 2017 YRES
reported o pasi-year sulclde attempt, and
LB T expereneed o semoms muicnl
attempt that required medical

framtment,




LGBTQ+ PEOPLE MAY OWN GUNS

DUE TO FEAR OF VIOLENCE”

NOILVINdOd +D18D1







(1511 10 LR T vt Howoya TRM (fily o 1L | nenlde attempt m the p 5
o the 200148 Novade YRES domopsteaimd ng i rvestiented partiojponts’ motivation [
[ GBTO— disparities T the peoportiom of hizh schoolors aosine @ particnlior method of suicids
v ho reporteld darryneg a gl Lhe 12 months pewse to
I VoL ol el g ity wig) fop | - rlavipan e ao Gy abions Croe) | ST TNA
[ (1r'l [ Larg fooling Crgse DLHLY , e d lellulity, famdlinrily TIRETR
ofl pein at T (ERR TR vilviod honther i (18 [ AN T

Urvewall 3% of LGBTO-- youth reported carriing aogi nol aving wocess Lo w {ires
IIPal . i I hetmosesual v

|'her Bistden e haeeiaed i tl Vi oy o
A i insgender youth, this bisparity wis magnitisd grn ownership among LGRTO-- ndidts ceanpnred ta
21.6% of transgender tesns repurted carryving a gun their hiterpsextal, clesander posrs may (ntroduce a
the past 12 monkhs comparid to 4, 4% of cisgeniler youth lsnefit of prevemtine letl wlnide ot lempis, bl

-
9]
m
-

o]
i
o
o)
0
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[¥5; dy hes e lgrated sexual arwentation ddforene

o led bl el s osed e sienid DRI "0 e gl e 00 es sk e e bl oy wehad exfon
1,070 ndult guleid arded fnow C0C s - the hal me i ling' and restrictio art il s
Natioma! Violent Bleath Reporting Syvstem - most sexua encourazing suicidal patients to lock up zuns and sto

rerri il es used leonaie W8N Tollowiad by Bresgrm s ] srmibion separadely — ace enaplioy 1

SO aned dreoe or peison Inesation (20 LizRETQ LGRETQ oiusEed moedicnd and pnental b |'\'|| (R A ERT
nei irtirms w L0 ely than heterosesualg to b e, practicing within LGBTU4 commmity health
vouneer. female, and Black (A I AT CETErs
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EXCESSIVE
RISK

OVER HALF (F TRANSGENDER
PEOPLE EXPERIENCE IPV IN
THEIR LIFETIMNES

onklb]
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TRANSGENDER YOUTH MORE
LIKELY TO EXPERIENCE
PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE
COMPARED TO CISGENDER YOUTH
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VULNERABLE
POPULATION

nds that trassgender people in the US axporiones [PV a1
rolntive ©o the =eneenl populotion. Esttmates from the LS
vad ekl snopil ' trnmsae e g |.|.- e 115
| ol ranggender people expetience IPY in thele [ifetlmes, TPV vietims

v i Bies moree Bliely i sxperienoe vidlenoe by o fatimer parine

e itagenidin

An midvestudied Tssoe withio 17V research s the inks betwesi ssperienees of e dating
inlenoe, gun vickenee, ad IPY as an adodt Among adeleseents, the odos of physical
MZATION 4re 2,0 1mes g i sexual abuse 8.4 nmes higher among tra

CIEFRIOET youl se [} peed further For rocial-ethnic minority §

) - - - o

Lo . -

- -8 P

‘\A";D“A’
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LGET Q4 peaple Tace sionificant vinlanee-relatpd coneerns in key domalns of 1§,
ineluding comimunity viclimigation, stacides pnd ntimate gaetoer violence. b each of these
devipirinis ].l"||i'l'|_.'l = pwmnple hnve ||.!'_.|||Ill' .'||"|-'.~|.Jn|'-l pin Lo s wiole e

their sexual dnd gender minority e

In several contoxts, trunsgeader and other gonder minority individuals oxperience oxteeme
lorms of vietimization that may myvoelve a {fireqr. making this o prierity population for
vinlition resedreh, provention, and imbsrvention II-||:||I1||':'|I|‘-. there are shenilean! gaps in
vegireh i ot ilabidliny Tor pesisiing ey e Lo g vielenes among LGRTQA

communitics aned the ¢ of prevention amd inte tlan strate

T ofton, duta. wel geun veslenes do not oolleet gsxial srsntation or rontor ooty or e
not disaggregate exposuce o vinleoers by pe of wenpon ased G o 3 Additionally
despite being at sionificantly elevated : of victimization, LGB TQ-+—eommunities and

mibividuals are froquently left out of studies on gun violence,

Preveution of and imterventions i anong LGET - ronmounities also requirs
o Lailored approgeh dow fo gongeens shont bins norepocidog o oisponse from low

it T ment, avoidianes of seryvices delivered on the basiz of bigary gender catagories, god
othier baotriers expericnesd by community members when ac iz imentil hewlth, medioal

ind D | svrvioes

LGBTQ UNIQUE RISKS

— vielimization and gun violence
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SUICIDE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH
WORLDWIDE AND IN THE US

FIREARM
SUICIDE

Michael Anestis PhDD,

GVRC Executive Director

A/Professor Dept. Urban-Global Publiec Health,
Rutgers School of Publie Health

Shelby Bandel MS,
GVRC Doctoral Candidate, Urban-Global Public Health,
Ruteers School of Puhlie Health

Allison Bond MA.
GVRC Docltoral Candidate, Urban-Global Publie Health,
Rutgers School of Public Health
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In w 2021 report by the Cenlers for [Hsease Controd (CDC)

D EAT H suicide is a lsading cause of death throughe l tl

ned e 173, Allbong b Drearms are wsed i

BY S U ICI D E :"'I "‘l suicide was responsible |

ellecting & doath svery 11 ininutes

DISPROPORTIONATE ROLE OF
FIREARMS

| A - 3
MO Spclo

leaths | partly explained by the fast that flrearms are
far the most lethal method For soocide, with an 83 to 95%
s [lality eale Dodeied, altimpls by all ovher methods

omibiimad result in death lese than 5% of the tima,
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IN 2019

47,500

American lives were lost to suicide
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RECENT TRENDS

FIREARMS
SALES

Heeont trends in firsurm sales hove demonstrated a concerning
Lo, g Lhose wlie [ (5wl L ﬂ-.-'l| ] |'|--|-;1|_-| i [}13 'Eil" arehes nw
surze of 2020 and 2021 were significantly more likely to raport
[iFptime, past year, and past month suicidal ideation than othe

firedrn ownors ard non=-Sroarm owaoers,

The risk was partiealacly igh for indivdoals who became

firearm owners for the frst time during this time period. This
maiand Hiat, as frewrms have entered Amervican bomes al o
ugprecedented rute, the homes they have dntered have hoen

mereasinely likaly Lo nelude mdwiduals wilh recent thooehis ol

sl SUICIDE RISK
HREATER FOR FIRST
TIME GUN OWNERS.

Althousrh Hrenems do oot canse indoviduals to beeome saicidal,
bnving o firepem o Che home ner s o sk for suieido by 3-0
times {or everyone in the home, and the risk may be even higher

(L |-|-1| l|. L Tearm i\- -.:l'lll-r‘ ||||-..':-|~i i
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UICIDE RISK INCREASES BY UP TO
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FIREARM
ALLESS

Phe visk pf dewth by suiclde inersgses fop
veryone when a firearm is present, there am
wrigin dividouls aead siboambions hat
imerense visk for utihmnge a firearm in g
suicide abiempt. For instance, those who use
1 Arearm are more hkely to be male ancd

younger and to atere the Groaem onandely,

Overall, Lhe Divsarm s dis ruti 1 the

3Aald2InNs Wwav3idid

Upited Stntes has bnerods

I'EAIT T
=nioidn deaths are disproportionatoely
wnbered wmong White Americans, with this
group aceounting for $0.6%, of all firearm
suicides in the US in 201 4%;: howover, firearn
gueiedidle pabos amony those who idenfily as
Black have risen substantinlly and the rate
umang Mack males in particular has

inereased by 27.9% simre 2013

lmportantly, the ndividuals most [Heely to
gie by Pearin sneide often belong to
lemograplic peoups prone to unde rutilizing
tienial health services and underreporting
thouzhits of mucide, Becwnse of this, tools
designed o prevent Brearm suicide most
xtend bayond the healtheare

lnction upstream, provi

potentinl within santests whies lovels o

INCREASED
SUICIDE RISK
FOR ALL, BUT
MORE SO FOR
MALES
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IN 2019 WHITE MALES
REPRESENTED

90.6%

of all firearm suicides in the US.
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DICKEY
AMENDMENT

BLOCKED FEDERAL FUNDING ON
RESEARCH INTO CUN VIOLENCE

m
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m

[he Dickey Amendment passed in 19846 blacked fedeial
funding ol wun violenes resserel (o over 20 veurs,
heginning in the nmid- 19808 As & result, researeh on firearm
siivide prevention has lsgged velative to other public health
eriges and our hasic understanding of the problem and itz
potenfisl solutions is theretore not where it dtherwizse migh

Only reconitly has linding bocome avidlnble and, os o resull,
the smmeunt of researeh belng ondueted in this ared hasg
icreased dramatieally. Despite this positive shift, much
work praanins o bo dopein ovder 1o truly loveragn the [ife
saving potentisl of sulelde interventions focused spocilically

Oon 1Irearims.
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POSSIBLE
SOLUTIONS

O gvemue to pedves the visk of frearm suleile
ig neans zafoly. Means salety is delined as
renclorine methods for suicide less lethal ar

readily availnble,

Means salety Ineludss preventing high-risk
iidividoals from oblaming Orearms, rowtinely
storing Hreprms sulely (ee.. noloaded, oo gan
salo} In the home, voluntarily storing firearms
outside of the homo i tmes of swicidal erisie,
anl pemavih of wecess (o Grewems by exteemsl
ficures (e.z. family members, law enloreemant)

diring times of aite risk,

MEANS SAFETY BY
LIMITING ACCESS TO
FIREARMS

Egel 6f those means safety techniques puis time
and distence botwoeen someone with theaghts off

suicide and the most lathal method for saiide.

Means salety ineludes preventing high-risk
iy iduals from obtaluing Mrearius, rontinely
sloring lreurmis saloly (0.2, unlopded, ing gun
sale) in the howe, voluntarily sioriog lrearms
gutside of the home in times of suicidal crisis,
i remeovol of weeoss po firenrme by oxternal
fignres {eg Pnily members, low enforcement )

during thmes of aeute risk.

BRIEFING BOOKS

-
o
m
>
o
<
1y
C
@]
(w)
m




OUT-OF-HOME

reulod sale storege maps, wiich Toelode gun shogs, low enloresmend

prencies. and other legil options where firsarm owners can

['he maps-are desipned 1o pravide Tirsarm crwners with a frae tool

that didails loeal ki For Lhe Dowal lemporary leansfer off Gireares
M A pS Although designed primorily as o sulelde provention tool, this storage
aption also provides a path for sale ont-sFhame sfarase i 1 e case

thut ehildren are vieiting & home, a firearm owner is eoine o

HALEIO 0L, O3 NRERe DS O | naEsibithities

The effieany of theer maps with respoet to sutde prevonbion ¥ this

“
b
m
b
T
4
]
c
n
)
m

however, sich elforts represent o movenent towards

SUCCESSFULLY USED IN SR
J";E,[-E,R4]L f_:\"; «"u"_lrﬁ;'\r wllitboration betweet resedarchors and locad Braneim-ow ol ng

somvmmini s, which eould neregse boy-m within compmanithos of

Firesirm awniees sk !H.l il nhevrt th LRIV IR ol L v e ||I""- PErIELET
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LETHAL
MEANS
COUNSELING

DISCUSSIONS WITH
FIREARM OWNERS TO
REDUCE RISK OF
FIREARM SUI|CIDE

Another inportant wol in preventing Arearn

*1 [ X | wiear T 1 o P Te
UG e 16 AELEAl Means counseing, an mniweryveniion

m
a
m
>
o
<
7]
c
g]
)
m

I g seesnt cnndomised controlled teial among

Il' E.I:!“I.. 1= T Wen '|'_".||i"'!||‘\ rnore

| |.-'|l, 1 osbore thert Tirearms IsEHi bl locks an
on safes than were individuals (n the control
condition during the d-month follow-up period. In
thiz Cefal, the clinlelans utilized o provosol besed

upon moetivational interviewing, thereby precluding

ticdiv il ids sehio roaveived lofnal means soanseline
indivated they would reeommeondd ©he miervonlbio
ton peer. thoreby contradicting eoneerns thi

ronvorsations on sueh a politiemed and sensitive

it would lrequently resull o econflils

CONVERSATIONS
ABOUT SAFE GUN
STORACGCE ARE NOT
PERCEIVED AS
CONFRONTATIONAL
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FIREARM PURCHASING SURGE

21
Million

guns were sold in the U.S. in 2020

BRIEFING BOOKS | 132



FIREARM

IMPLEMEFNTATION OF 4

PERMIT-TO-FPUR({

LAW LEADS TO 4
REDITCTION SIFTI

I adddition {o henlth eare providers aml wioess lews) aen assoeiaboog with decfog s

17

HASE

InE

§ a I 1l ¥ i i i L 40 & 14 "
conmnunily menthers, polley makers ean play seiidide rates. Most revein By snerging

rede in promoting means safety and preventing evidence kas surrested that axt

firenrm suickde. For instanee, data mlivate protection orders [ERPOs), w

[ Bl L ] lementalton ol |‘l-'l'| -1 13 AU 1 fividuals o L¥ mim I_- (VLT LAY LR T

purchase law i Connecticut resilted m a erforeement) bo potition 4 cor

L to remove an

suidides whorsge the ropoal of o similor law in eyvidemes of Imminent risk to so

M=zsgour] was associnted with a substoment Can prevont 5 ide

ineredase 0 firearm saicides

Indend, it e ostimobod that, for

imilarty. thare is evidenee sugeesting that ERPOs issued in Conmentiont
mand atory waiting periods and policies that igsued in Indiang, one suleide

regulite frrearm sloreee peactioos {ee, elald preyoanted

1S

vory 18-to 20
d Tor evory 10

|
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eseureh hos Tound thot the wopds that pre
wsed i gals slorige messages mulboe,
sperifically. firearm owners prefer the term

liill n "Il nip |‘\1'f| L} ".:'IIII'

Additionally, firearm awnera deem Loy
paforeement oflivers. milids oy oembers, sl
fnntly as cepdible (o discuss fearm safely (ol

suicide prevention, while celebrities are soen

m
Pe
m
>
o
<
W
c
(@]
w
m

Public Health
Messagin

Having sowrces (ot Decmein owners deem
vrpd [hle deliver njessages that pesanite with
firearm owrners myy (norease tomplisnse with
safo sterace sugsestions wrd decrease sucide

4k

Additional regearch is needed to further

melersbd (b pprime] messngre conlend

messemrar, and message delivery approach os The WC}rdS used in Safe
well ps vordahility in the answers o goestions ﬁrea Fim Sto rage messages
Ll arse werdss dilfTerent commianities af

FLPRETI W TS, matter

research is critical to understanding
and preventing firearm suicide

SUICIDE
PREVENTION

A more thovough understandine of thrse mattors combined with a
wiell-funded aed doata-delvien effors (o hriseal Y piannle safe e
storaze coull hove the potential to shift sosial normes-of firanrm
Slorae Lishaviores, I|Il'|"|l_'. ol Terine an s Lol preveniing

Firca Fm suieide,
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FIREARM

SUICIDE

RESEARCH TC GUIDE POLICY

IN T'RE US OVER HALF OQFr FATAI
SUITCIDES ARE FIREARM RELATED

Firearms play an outsized role in Ameriean suicide, accounting
for more thar hall of all national suicide deaths, The seope of the
problem is clear; however, decades devoid of research [unding
have stunted elforts to understand and implement solutions. A
recent surge in research in this area has provided a variety of
promising options. Each of these options involves efforts to
decrease the odds that an individual at particularly elevated risk

for suicide hass ready access to a firearm.
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A PERSONAL ACCOUNT ON PROCESSING A
MASS SHOOTING

MASS
SHOOTINGS

Mark Greenhalgh. T'hT), MPH
Postdoctoral Fellow
VA Palo Alto & Stanford Schoo!l of Medicine
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Much like miost ||1-||||:|- in the Pitisbureh
rommiumey thi rrageny that oceurred at
the Tree of Life still bangs over me likea

dreary elowd on this corrently rainy day.

The days atter the shooting. 1 was late to
f |.:'-.'- iI|'3'.II.':I' all i 'i'-'i.l_'\'l'cl |'|.!- = ill'll.ilf'

l||||||.'_l the {'-' L 'l,\,.i'n.':i' PO,

Mhe funerval home next toomy house was
hstling with news erews, police offieers,
and several close riends and Family
members of 4 vietim of the --?Irl-l-'_:ll:-_'_ ||--;II;'.
mamorbalied, T eannol tell vouo that 1 keew
them, nor knew their name, Bat it still hit

me as though I .

When | eot to class, which was Soeratic
seminar themed around tregedy ina
commmunity, wany classootes [rone all

witllkes af lthe, expressod ther grel,

frastration. anger, empathy, and anxieties
about what the hell just happened to our

Hien] ‘_.illll...

Fiv e, the memorial serviee on Cenlee and

the ensoine discussion in olass representad
the value ol community coming together

comlorling one wpother, m times [k s,

They ave not meant to take away from the
loss 1t Families are fecling right how nor

Lhie Lonr and pain an enbiee relison 1=

R |'i|'||"||".||

What it diwes s givie ||||.i|f|i-_'ll thiat
communities like Pittsburgh, much ke the

Sandy Hooks and the Las Vegases that

came befors it, will rise aoain stronger than

L openly admit, I never thought mueh

aboutl Pitt=bureh, dor thoughi about whit’s

aoine on here.] saw it as a small town
forootten from an indostrinl era with a
foothall team, | was hread to despisa

LoOrry, Eacles [ani.

Tree of Life | Pittsburgh

MARK GREENHALGH
PHD MPH
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contd.

oo WWhien the peceptance letter came [eomethe Uniyorsity
af Pittshurgh, there was vary liitls guestion Lhat is whers
I would end up. 1t was one of the hest decisions 1 made,

Ower six years. four i undergrad and four in grad sehool,
hie Pittabreeh necepresd this Navy brat who never had a
glalile place 1o call home wod weleomed him with open
AN,

Thint s why the must shorking part ahoat Baturday's
shooting was the Tree of Life, a massive synagogie
steonding tnll i the heid of Pitshorgh’s Jewish distriet
plastered sl ovicr BBC, Washington Pest, Wall Streel
Jowrnal and other news organizatdons aeound the world
that report atroities in ploces where they 're “suppose” to
happen. not Pitleburgh.

1t was hard to witness politicians and prominent
figurehends politiozine o tragedy ot decarred just o D
howrs before in a place of worship gituated five minutes
[evmt my howse, Most ot all, it was diffionlt seeing this
community grieve,

This wis Pittghurgh! Steel City] Tough ag nadlg: ing
state of overwhelming despair ol the haonds of an
ineredibly sick, anti-Semitie Individual who just murdered
people celobrating not only thair Faith ot Qwir Fist
Amenthinent right gs Ameriean citigons to practioe
religion freely and without persceution. Needless do say,
it L et haeed Lo grasp, anderstond, and swallow,

sootnee | was g little kid, my mother referrad to me as
someons whe, to quote Moty PyLhon, "alwiays looked an
the hright side of lite.™ This relens true even i thnes Hke
Lthese.

"...this was Pittsburgh!
Steel City! Tough as
nails, 1n a state of
overwhelming
despair...”

- o




A MASS SHOOTING ALMOST

every
year

between 1992 to 2020
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WELCOME

,A__

e

contd.

~ Lhnow this = cliché lor someone in Pittshurgh to =ay. but
Slwiays ook Tor the helpers, You will always lnd people
helping.” While the synugogne and the bastord who gunned
those people down were plastered all over the news, so were
slories about the people whe'saved, aud continue o save,
the day.

| saw stories like the elerie, who as luck would bave it kept
his coll phone on despite Sabhath practices and gtayed on
the line with -|i.~.]'r.;'.. hers for 20 minutes as the atrocity was

|'||1.I||i|i|I§_:"

| siw stories ahoutl Jowish dociors continaine to freat Lhis
madman’s mumshot wounds while he sereamod racist

profanities ot Lhem.

| saw stories featumne lirst responders, who rsked their
|

livies and wulked Joto a wall of bullets and T saw slories

fraturing vop cars with “Pittshuregh Police”™ painted proudly

on their sides,

| saw stories about Sguirrel Hill neighbors, who never spoke
Lo ok iother, eomloriing each other af the site ol {heir
lost sense of secority. ©saw stovies about people of e
Muslin faitly, historically st odds with the Jewish people.
dotating ever 100,000 within days, to gupport the vielims

and theiy Familiss,

It gave me hope that this atroeity, like most tragedies
before it, will bring a community closer together Lo nesist
their own in making it throueh a diffionlt time. "W hat
|1.1!’|J'-f'=]l-.1' in -:“;'Illjrir:lﬁ'_ Oetoher 27, 2018, struck me hard
and deep, A community that ook i this out-ol-towner and
made him feel weleomed was pltncked and the enbive workl

was now lonoking af it.

I know the world was not dizappointed when what they

saw ware Yinzers stepping up one after anotheor to take care
of their peeple that were hurtineg. 11 brought hope and o
sedisi it this did ool Break the city beeause lets be honest,
it's not oven worth trying te break Steal!
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CALIFORNIA HIGH RATE OF

school
shootings

since 1972
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WELCOME

"..there are always helpers..."
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CUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

CONTACT
ABCT
PRESS
OFFICE

Responsible for all ABCT publications and
ABCT s website, Coordinates projects with

the Publications Committas.

Hundles press relations for ABCT. In
Execative Director's extended absenpe

serves as Deputy Director,

David Teisler, CAE

teislor@y et org

Pravid Teisler, CAE

Divertor of Communications & Deputy Divector

MEDIA FINDING

ABCT has u list ol speakers sod subjeel matter experts on topics such s

EXPERTS Somims

Central Olfiee

Assoviation for Belavioral and Cognitive Therapies

Freely Available

305 Tth Avenue, 16th FIL, New York, NY 10001
Phone: (212) 647 — 1830
FAX: (212) 647-18B65
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

EIERYTOWN

FOR GUN SAFETY

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

About: Brady Orzanization research and statistics on cun vielenee in America
and conducts resenrch. community, and community organizing on issues around
wun centrol

Learn more: www. bradvunited.ore

About: Wear Qrange, raises awareness of the bupact of gng vielence on
communities by calling attention to the impact of suns,

Legrn more: Www woarari nge.nrg

About: Everytown lor Gun Satety is an Ameriean nonprofit organization that
pilvocales for £y I'1II1‘.I‘1!I| awld nEFainst gun \'il:-lt‘lll_‘t'.

I‘E'-H Kl INOre: Www.everyiowrn.ore

About: Amnesty International is a globhal organization that campaigns for global
hunan plghts, by investigaling and expoging the Tacts of abuse whenever and
wherever uhuges huppen.

Learn muore: www.annes Iy.arg

About: The Edveational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence is an affiliate charitable
organization of the Coslition to Stop Gua Vielence. EFSGY identifies and
implements evidence-hased policy solutions and programs to redure gun vielenco
(e all its Torms.

Learn more: www_elapv org

About: The Child Welfare Leasue of Awerica is o coalilion of private and
public aceneies that gerve children and families across America who are
vilnerable, CWLA provides expertise, lendership. and innavation on policies:
programs. and practices.

Learn more; www.owla.org
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=il COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

About: Children's Delense Fund support policies and progroms that lift elildren

children’s
defense fund

out of poverty: protect them from abuse and neglect; and ensure thelr amess to
health care. Il.lJIli'il\' aiducation and a moral and .'-,|i|l'|||til| Tovmndaton

Learn more: www.childrensdefense.org

About: Healthy Children provides the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAT)
ppprraved] information on ssues velevant to ehildren s developrent and phyzeal
il |1:=y,'c'I1_r.|ﬂgwn| wellbeing.

Learn more: www healthyehildren,org

.'J About: Firvarm Safety Among Childeen and Teens (FACTS) al the University
’ &f FAC I s of Michizan supports research locuzed on the prevention of lirearm injury in
@ ehildren and teens.

Learn more: www icpsramich.odu/wob/pages/ faots/index. html

ERIEFING BOOKS | 149




— JOURNALISTS
RESOURCES

N«"”ﬁi About: New Jorsey Gun Violenee Research Cantor, Rutgers Sehool of Fublic
™ = ' B -4
i L l l C ~ Health, provides high-guality, muolti-disciplinaey vesearch on gun violenee
| § W .
y cupsality and prevention and Cranslates this research into clear and actionable
R ]
“-—-’/ policies and programs.

Learn more: Tl I‘-'i:FIL'I1|'l.'l'l‘:-':’.|l.l"¢'|II"I"I||f"i|'.|'|i|E."HI'H.L'IELI

About: Centers f'or Disease Control, conducts researeh and disseminates

information on frearm violenee and prevention.

Learn more: www.ede.goy /vielenceprevention/firearus)

Aboul: Prevention Institute is o national nomprafit whoss mission is to build

P R E v E N TI 0 h prevention and health equity to ensure the places where all people live, work,

INSTITUTE play and learn foster health, safety, and wellbeing

Learn more: wa 'H'l'.]?l'f."‘\.'l.‘l'.'.lfl-i:]Il:ili.lll-'.l.‘.l..l!'!

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
CHILD G ADOLESCENT
PS‘LHIJ‘IIH\ children, ncluding wn extensive lbrary on guns wd vielencs,

A A C AP

About: The Amevican Academy of Child and Adoleseent Peyehiatry provides o

range of resources on the psychiatrie impact of stressinl circumstances for

Laearn more: www e Bpr OFE

Aboui; The RAND Corporation provides research data gl an extensive library
on gungs and violenes. RANDYs reports ave free to downloadand from anywhera
i the world.

Learn nrore; wwy W.titip.org

Aboul: The Gun Violence Archive (GVA) provides {reely accessible research
data and reports on gun vielenes, including mass shootings and Polive related
Fatalitios,

Learn more: www, gunvielencearchive, org
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

GUN VIOLENCE
STATISTICS

Educational Fund to Stop Gun Yiolence and Coalition to Stop Gun Vielenee. (2021). A Public Health Crisis Decades in the

Making: A Review of 2008 CDC Gun Mortality Data, Available: bitp://etsgviorg /200 9CDCdaty
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The association of suicidal ideation with firearm
purchasing during a firearm purchasing surge

Atichennl . Arventio, (SO Shedey L Ganded W3 Adeon L Gorsl, WA Tha s ascocinion of sucnksd
gt ey et Flrmaeres s Py dhee g @ Merwar e par  basiog mags.
SAALA Bt Opery, FOLE htpe: dioe 10 I00] jamanartwatrtopan J051 35181

A
L & L
By L) -] L
[ 0
) 0 B DEA
L1 :
D.9%0 =g L1
| I |
0 ;...
) “¥il* - - - i " 3y B . i (]
N . = AR 03 ) 0P " & ) B
ADD A REA
LIFETIME =1 AR

RUTGERS

Nt Jeray Cagn, Wiolense
Rewearh Conter

RUTGERS
UNIVERSITY

New Jersey Gun Violence

Research Center

Angatis, M. D)., Bandel, & L., & Bond, A,
E. {2021). The aszociation of suicidal
pdegtion with fivearm purchasing during o
Firearm purchasing surge. J AMA
network open, 4(107, a2 182111

e2132111.
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RUTGERS
UNIVERSITY

New Jersey Gun Violence
Research Center

Anpstis, M. D, Bond, A E., Bryan, A.
0., & Bryan, C.J. (2021). An
examination of preferred messengers on
firearm safety for suivide prevention.

Preventive medicine, 145, 106452,

Anestis, M0, Bond, A.E. Bryan, A.Q., & Bryan C. |, (2021). Preventive Medicine, doi: hitpssdan org/10. 10167 ypmed. 2021, 106452

‘Whao da firearm owners and non-firgarm ownors deem most crodible to discuss sale firesrm storage for sulckde prevention? MNe
Do demograghic diftersnces wilhin the samgle of lifearm cwiers mpact the ranking of sources?

F = — "
‘l — > .
A @ = qu wls Fou Ha- I ?:;:::.‘m“a::r{i&bkhuuuu discus fiream

" o =
United States residents é o satery lor suitide prevention: law enfoechmint, Cisment
participated in the study % irdditary perioreel, mediary veterans, -~

Least ereditite tourcad to dicuss Mrearm safety for
puigice pravention: i I BCiAIRLARLE L

GEATLE S ] White Grearm swners: and phyrscians'inedd %

= Top ihwee mast credible souroes Lo dlstuss firearm |
satety I kilde wnithan: e enfarcgment. durremit \’

An examination of preferred messengers on firearm safety for suicide prevention [ m]
. | _

Black flrmarm swiars: 11
* Top three most credible sources to discuss firearm

safeiy for suicide prevenilon: L prlomemend, famdy

iy per
Laast credible sources Lo disouss firsarm salety for
aulcide preventien celebroin, e

and physiclansimedical professinnats mreribert, clrrent mvizary persarnel
[ﬂ + Least crodible seurces to diswss firearm safety for

suickde prevantion: celeby

- IR ASNEE LA

Female and male firsarm owners

= Top three most oreditde sources 00 disduss firearm

I-ll“‘ffﬁ' suichde prevention: Liw enforsment, curmen:

reilitany personnel, miitary veteran T igrviiciingly dimdt i e

* Least credibie sources ta discuas firrarm safety for on (b averags rigs = {1} law enfarcamnent. (1
millicary wtesams, (3) currant milltany pariamnel, |4) the
Hational &ifle Rasetiatian, (%) cavual scgmaintanc e (1) friesda

B gowpnrkary, (7] gun thow managaes o caardinaterd, (1)
| phywiciana or medical prefessiena iy, and (%) celebrithe, E
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The similar ranking of the top three sources shows that the groups agree on the relative credibility of many sources, but
the average level of credibllity for paricular sources vanes. The findings highlight that the effectiveness of messaging on
safe firearm storage for suiclde prevention may depend on the identity of the Individual delivering the message. Mot
eviry individual will find the same messenged equakly credible, even if the message itself remains the same. It is vital to ensure
that both the cantent of the message and the individual delivering the message reflect the needs and perspective of
the intended audience.
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RUTGERS
UNIVERSITY

New Jersey Gun Violence
Research Center

Bond, A. E.. & Anestis, M, D. (2021,
Firearm lype and number: exsminine
differences amang fNrearm owning saicwde
decedentz. Archives of suieide research,

1-8.

Firearm type and number: Examining iz T B DO
differences among firearm owning suicide decedents ] FQ ITGERS

rearm owners, are the type of firearms awned and the number of firearms owned dssoclated with

dying suicide using a firearm rather than by another matho

(EEARNEREEREREER] LER RN LR RN
gun ownership e Shotgun owmership
died by suicice ising a fir died By suicide using
F «of shetgun
dgun oeming suicide oo T LN GWIETE
selfinflicted gunshot llmlﬂl‘l \ LBYRERY 2l owned Rakdgur
owned was inversely associabed wlth dying by
sulcido using a firgarm.

GEEBIESsAEdEsEREEEEw e SESsFASsESNAEEEERENEE

Tre findBngs-orcwce (NHELE men
Wit el fhurnoatis B rearnt ownirs
W 58 Ly BLIRIE LATE &

Frearrm rathaer than by another
method: it |s important o
undarirand the masas foe
parerstipoand hiw B may affect

storage of 3 firearm,

firaarms shoaid nr‘-nrnur;r:a_-lr ir oridsr to Furtlmo amad
distancs betwean an Individual (norisis and the most

’ - 09 lethal method for suicide.

Conclusions
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Firearm Safety for Families

Studies show children are Kids are safer when: Kids are safest when:
naturally curious, even Firearms are in a lockbox or firearms are stored
about a firearm they've safe, unloaded. Ammunition is outside the home.

been warned not to touch. locked away separately.

@ *‘EEE-H_‘P;’ I American Academy of Pediatrics %

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALE €U | LEDILER™

Keep the “safe” in fiream safety

Hiding a gun is not enough! Kids are curious, and studies
show they usually know where a family keeps a gun.

Gun safes can lower the risk a curious child will be hurt:

i}
|

Safe or lockbox Locked gun Gun trigger locks — Lock box
for handguns safe for rifles inexpensive and effective for ammo

@ r'E"f’”iIT)j'_ &, ' American Academy of Pediatrics %

DEDICATED TO THE MEALTH OF ALL CHILDVANNS
Source: Guns i the Home, American Academy of Pediatries Counell on Injury, Violenee and Poison Prevedtion (AAPCIL). 2021
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Fast Facts: 2019 and 5-Year Averages

Gun Deaths, 2019

In 2019, nearly 40,000 Americans were killed by gun vielence, Including over 14 400 by homicide
and nearly 24.000 by suicide. Gun viclence killed nearly 102 Americans daily, including 3% by
homicide and 466 by suicide. This is a harrifying reality for our country - one we must change.

Gun deaths total, Average daily gun Gun death rate,
201% : deaths, 2019 : 2019

Homicide

Suicide

Unintentional 486
**Legal Intervention 220

Undetermined Intent 248

Total 32,707

Rirtas (istd ore age-adiusted to allow for

Gun Deaths Among Children and Teens, 2019

Tragically, more than 3,300 children and teens (ages 0-19) were killed by gun viclence in 2019,
including over 2,000 by homicide and 1,100 by suicide. An average of nine children and teens were
killed by gun violence daily in 2019, including six by homicide and three by suicide,

Childand teengun : Averagedaily childand : Childand teengun
deaths total, 2019 : teen gundeaths, 2019 . death rate, 2019

Homicide : 2.48
Suicide 1.43
Unintentional y 0.14
Legal Intervention Unreliable

Undetermined Intent 0.08

Total

Bouree: A Public Healib Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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W The following averages are based on the most recent five years of CDC data, 2015-2019. W

Average Number of Gun Deaths, 2015-2019

Every year from 2015 through 2019, an average of nearly 40,000 Americans were killed by puns.
including over 14.000 by homicide and 23,000 by suicide. This totals more than 100 gun deaths
every single day.

. Average annual gun Average daily gun : Averagegun cdeath
deaths, 2015-201% : deaths, 2015-2019 ' rate, 2015-2019

Homicide

Suicide 6,80
Unintentional 0.15
Legal Intervention 0.17

Undetermined Intent 0.09

Total 11.73

Mote: Rates listed o qge-adisied toillow for oorurate s Between populetions with different age distributions.

Average Number of Gun Deaths Among Children and Teens, 2015-2019

On average, over 3,200 children and teens [ages 0-19) were killed by guns annually from 2015-
2019, Including over 1,800 by homicide, 1,100 by suicide, and 115 unintentionally. Nine children
and teens died from gun violence every day.

Average annual . Average daily i Average child and
childandteengun  : childandteengun : teen gun death
deaths, 2015-2019 : deaths, 2015-2019 | rate, 2015-2019

Homicide

Suicide
Unintentional
Legal Intervention

Undetermined Intent

Total

Souree: A Public Healih Crisis Decades in the Making, Edueational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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Gun Deaths in the United States:
2019 and Trends Over Time

Gun violence was a leading cause of death in 2019, FIGURE 1

On average, 102 individuals died from gun violence Number of Gun Deaths by Intent, 2019

every day in 2019, For the year in total:

s 39,707 pecple died from gun violence in the U5, a
smzll decrease of 33 gun deaths from 2018, 2.112
more Americans died by gun viclence (32,707) than
by car crashes (37.595).

e |t was the third consecutive year of nearly 40,000 gun
deaths, capping a decade during which the overall gun
death rate increased 17% (10.1 to 11.86 deaths per
100,000, age-adjusted, 2010-2019).

e Males were disproportionately impacted across
all forms of gunviolence and accounted for 86% of
gundeath victims. Black males were at especially
high risk, with the highest rate of gun death among i3
demographic groups (43.09 deaths per 100,000), % Homicide

Unintentional

Suicide

Gun violence comes in many forms and that was true in
2019

ndetermined

Legal Intervention
s The proportionof homicides upticked slightly as
compared to the previous year, representing 34% of
all gundeaths. More than 14,400 individuals were
firearm homicide victims in 2019, including 2,023 children and teens (ages 0-17). This equated to
an average of 3% fuearm homicides every day.

# Suicides continued to make up 60% of all gun deaths, Nearly 24,000 individuals died by firearm
suicide, including 1,147 children and teens (ages 0-19). This equated to an average of 46 lives lost
every day.

o While the majority of gun deaths are homicides and suicides (combined 26%). people died by other
forms ef gunviolence toe, including unintentional ” legal intervention,” and undetermined intent.”

i 1) oles erenia y
~Funintengdona! mjun and 3 ¢ firasrmy, piHza

o e ol

a ciurse of dealty irseatlgations, there dre some s ses
shnctian betaaes ar wnintsmbz el iy st feueide)

Bourve; A Public Health Crisis Depades in the Making. Educational Fand to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGVY. 2021
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The Lethality and Accessibility of Firearms Drives Up Homicides and Suicides

Due to their high lethality and ease of accessibllity, firearms are often the method of choice for both
homicides and suicides.

FIGURE 2
Homicide and Suicide by Injury Method (Firearm v. Non-Flrearm), 2019

Firearm ¥ Firearm
Number of Number of
Homicides by Other Suicides by Other
Method injury Method injury

method method

In 2019, 75% of all homicides were committed by firearm:

« While enly 22% of attempted homicides with a gun are lethal, guns are still an incredibly lethal
means that may also result in nonfatal but very sericus injuries.’

e Guns are used In homicides nearly nine times more than the second most comrmon method of
homicide (cutting/piercing) 2nd more than 30 times more than suffocation.

In 2019, 50% of all suicides invelved firearms:

+ While poisaning is the most commaonly used suicide atfempt method (used in approximately 0% of
all suicidal acts), firearms, which account for less than 10% of all suicidal acts.® account for half of all
suicide deaths.

* While poisoning s lethal less than 3% of the time, 90% of suicide attempts involving firearms are
lethal.”

» The second most lethal suicide attempt method is drowning (56% of suicidal acts by drowning result
indeath). yet it is far less likely to happen.” There were nearly 46 times more firearm suicide deaths
than deaths by drowningin 2019,

hoararAguirra AE, Cerdd b, B Wintermuts G {201T) Congtant sthality of gurishst injuriasfrom frsamy assault Unibsd Stabes, 2003-2012; Arsarisen Joursal of

aricid e oage-Tacaliy ravesin the Linited Shaves, 2007 o 2014 5 natlomwide populstion-hesad stuay Anmnisaf Iiereon Medione

Sonreer A Public Health Crisis Decades i the Muking. Educationnl Fund to Stop Gon Vielence (EFBGV). 2021
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FIGURE 3
Homicide Rates, by Method, 2019

rearn [

Cut/Pierce : i :

WUnspecified Injury |

Specified (not elsewhere
classified) Injury |

Suffocation |
Other specified, classifiable Injury |
Struck by or against |

Poisoning

Fire/Flame

Drowning

Other land transport

i e G e e L e R e ey

0 2

Age adjusted rate par 100 000

FIGURE 4
Suicide Rates, by Method, 2019

Suffocation

Poisoning

Fall

Cut/Pierce

Other specified, classifiable Injury
Drowning

Other land transport

Fire/Flame

Specified (not elsewhere
classified) Injury

Age adjusted rate per 100000
Souree: A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGV). 2021
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Two Decades of Gun Violence

One way to better understand gun violence is to explore its changes and impacts on communities
aver time. By examining the last two decades of gundeath data, we see that gun violence deaths
have escalated In recent years. driven by a significant spike in firearm homicides and steady growth
infirearm suicides.

Gun Violence Trends, 2000-2019

Nearly 40,000 peaple died by gun violence in 2019, part of a three-year-cluster in which there were
nearly 40,000 annual gun deaths. This capped a two-decade period during which nearly 570,000
lives were lost to gun violence -- similar to the entire population of Wyoming,

e Over the last 20 years, the most recent five years have been the deadliest. The highest gun death
rate occurred in 2017, followed by 2018, 2019, 2016, and 2015.

¢ The largest single-year increase in the overall gun death rate was from 2014 to 2015; this
substantial 7.3% Jump can be directly attributed to the astronomical increase in the firearm
homicide rate that year.

» The lowest gundeath rate over the last 20 years occurred in 2004, 13 years prior to the peak. The
next lowest gun death rates occurred in 2009, 2010, 2000, and 2011

* Theincreasefrom the lowest to highest gun death rate {occurring in 2004 and 2017, respectively)
was 20%.

Firearm Homicide Trends, 2000-2019

More than 14,000 people were killed by firearm hemicide in 2019, capping two decades during
which maore than 200.000 |ives were last to firearm homicide, more Americans than were lost in
World War | and Vietnam combined.

s After years of decline (from 2006-2011), the firezrm homicide rate fluctuated before an
astronomical rise from 2014 to 2015,

o Over the last 20 years, the most recent four years have been the deadliest. The highest firearm
homicide rate occurred in 2017, followed by 2016, 2019, 2018, and 2006.

& The largest single-yegar increase in the firearm homicide rate was from 2014 to 2015, when the
rate increased 18%. Another substantial jump in the firearm homicide rate occurred the following
vear, from 2015 to 2016, when the rate increased 11%.

e The lowest firearm homicide rate aver the last 20 years was in 2014, three years prior to the peak.
The next lowest firearm homicide rates occurredin 2011 2013, 2010, and 2000,

s Theincrease from the lowest to highest firearm homicide rate (occurringin 2014 and 2017,
respectively) was 31%.

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Degades in the Making, Edugational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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Firearm Suicide Trends, 2000-2019

Nearly 24,000 Americans died by firearm suicide in 2019, capping two decades during which more
than 340,000 pecple were lost to firearm suicide, 50,000 mare than the number of US. troops killed
in'WorldWar I1.

& Overzll, the firearm suicide epidemic has been growing, despite the year 2019 showing a slight
reprieve, with the rate dropping by nearly 3% from 2018

e Overthe last 20 years, the most recent five years have been the deadliest. The highest firearm
suicide rate occurred in 2018, followed by 2017, 2019, 2014, and 2015,

» The largest single-year increase in the firearm suicide rate was from 2015 to 2016, when the rate
increased 3.7%. The single-vear increase was similar (3.6%) from 2007 to 2008, The change inthe
firearm suicide rate from yvear to year has been consistently and steadily increasing, with only a
few exceptions.

» The lowest firearm suicide rate over the last 20 years occurved in 2006, 12 years prior to the peak,
The next lowest gun death rates occurred at the start of the new millenium, in 2007, 2004, 2005,
znd 2003,

# Theincrease from the lowest to highest firearm suicide rate (occurring in 2006 and 2018,
respectively| was 275%.

FIGURE 5
Number of Gun Deaths, 2000-2019

Humberof degths

1]
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@ suicide Homicicle Other

Souree: A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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FIGURE &
Gun Death Rates by Intent, 2000-201%

fpeadjustedrate per 100008
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Bouree; A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGV). 2021
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Disproportionate Impacts

Gun Violence Overall by Demographics

While nobody is immune from gun viclence, some demographic groups are at much higher risk than
others:

By sex:
@@ s Males are six times more likely te die by gun violence (any intent) than females, making
up BA% of US. firearm deaths in 2019 (84% of homicides and 87% of suicides),

By age:

{} :ﬁ]@ s Gun deaths impact both younger and older generations. In fact, the age groups most
impacted by gun deaths are young adults {ages 15-34) followed by older adults (ages
75 and older). This is primarily due to homicide victims being disproportionately young
and suicide decedents skewing more elderly.

By race/ethnicity among males:

# Black males are disproporticnately impacted and have by far the highest rate of gun
death, nearly twice as high (1.8x) as the second-highest [and also disproportional)
rate of gun death among American Indian/Alaska Native males. Continuing in order
descending by rate are White, Latino/Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islanders. Black
maleswere more than twice as likely todie by firearms than White males in 2019%.

By race/ethnicity among females:

* The highest firearm death rate is among American Indian/Alaska Natives. followed
closely by Black females. Continuing in order descending by rate: are White, Latino/
Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific lslanders. American Indian/Alaska Native females were 1.4
times more likely to die by firearms than the White females in 2019,

To stop gun vialence in all its forms, broad prevention efforts to reduce risk to the population

as a whole must be implemented together with tailored solutions for high-risk populations.
Understanding how risk differs across the population by sex. race/ethnicity. and age. and broken
down by gun death intent (homicide and suicide), is critical for deslgning these interventions.

Demographic categories:

The COCWOMNDER database allowws mortality clata to be braken down inta the following demographic categories: age,
sex, race, and Hispanic origin The four racecategories are American Indian or &laskan Native, Asian or Pacific [slander,
Black or African &merican,and White Hispanic origin is considered anethnicity, which is swhy it is not considered arace
category. Forexample, a person may beclassified as American Indian/laskan Mative and Hispanic, Asian and Hispanic,
Black and Hispanie, or White and Hispanie. Hispanie arigin s classified as "Hispanic or Lating” or "Not Hispanic ar Lating.”

For our analysis, we chose to use "Hispanicor Lating® as adistinct category regardiess of race, and selected "Mat
Hispanic or Latina” for esch of the face categories, This ensured that individuals were not counted bwice in different
demographic groups and follows common practice used by the COC for data anabyses.,
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Homicide by Demographics

There was a 66x difference in risk of firearm homicide between Black males and Asian females (the
highest and lowest risk demographics. respectively). A closer look at demographic data reveals:

@@ By sex:
¢ More thaneight in ten U.5. firearm homicide victims were male (84%) in 2019. Males
were five times more likely to be victims than females.

By age:
@ @@ﬁ » Firearm homicide victims are disproportionately young. Across the population -- all
races combined, all sexes -- the highest risk age for dying by firearm homicide was 15-
24 years old, Separated by race/ethnicity, this young age (15-24) is the highest risk age
for Black, Hispanic/Lating, and Aslan/Pacific Islanders, but the risk Is highest at slightly
older ages for American Indian/Alaska Native (25-34) and White [35-44) populations.

By race/ethnicity among males:

e Fifty-three % of all firearm homicide victims (63% of male victims) in 2019 were
Black males. Across all ages. Black men were nearly 8 times more likely to die by
firearm homiclde than the general population (all sexes) and 14 times more likely to
die by firearm homicide than White men. Black males were followed by (in order of
decreasing risk]: American Indian/Alaska Native, Latino/Hispanic, White. and Asian/
Pacific Islander males.

¢ Young Black males (15-34) are especially disproportionately impacted, making up 2%
of the population but accounting for 37% of all gun homicide fatalities in 201%. Their
rate of firearm homicide was more than 20 times higher than White males of the same
ape group.

By race/ethnicity among females:

¢ Black females had the highest risk of firearm homicide among females of all other
races and ethnicities, followed by (in order of decreasing risk): American Indian/Alaska
Mative, Latino/Hispanic, White, and Aslan/Pacific Islander females. Black females
and American Indian/Alaska Native females also were both at greater risk of firearm
homicide than both White and Aslan/Pacific Islander males. Black femzles were more
than four times more likely to be firearm homicide victims than White females.
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Suicide by Demographics

Therewas a 38.5x difference in firearm suicide risk between White men and Asian women (the
highest and lowest risk demographics, respectively). A closer lock at demographic data reveals:

By sex;

@@ s Nearly nineinten LS. firearm suicide decedents are male (87% In 20179), reflecting
the incireased risk of firearm sulicide for males as compared tofemales across all races/
ethnicities and age groups. Males were nearly seven Limes more likely to die by firearm
suicide than females.

By age:

@@@a While the overall data shows that firearm suicide victims were dispropertionately elderly
{75+ is the highest risk age group for the population as a whole), this was skeweel by White
men, the highest risk demographic.

e The risk for White males increased across the lifespan and peaked at ages 75+,

* Among malesof each racial and ethnic identity other than White, the risk of suicide by
firearm peaked much younger, among men ages 15-34.

» The risk of firearm suicide for White females peaked at ages 45-54in 2015.

» Among females of each racizl and ethnic identity other than White, the risk of suicide
by firearm peaked younger, among women ages 25-34,

By race/ethnicity among males:

« The majority of all firearm suicide decedents are White males (73%). White males had the
highest firearm suicide rate overall, followed by (in arder of decreasing risk): American
Indian/Alaska Native, Black, Latino/Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islander males.

» Across all ages, White men were more than twice as likely to die by firearm suicide
than the general population (all sexes). Amerlcan Indlan/Alaska Natlve males also have
adisproportionately high rate of firearm suicide (11,16 deaths per 100,000), although
there are far fewer suicide deaths among this demographic due to the smaller size of the
population asawhole. In 20192, 17,427 White males and 152 American Indian/Alaska
males died by firearm suicide.

» White males were at the highest risk for firearm suicide at all ages except 15-34, during
which the risk was highest for American Indian/Alaska Native males.

By racefethnicity among females:

o The majority of all female firearm suicide decedents are White females (86%), White
females had the highest firearm suicide rate both overall and within each age group,
fallowed by (in order of decreasing risk): American Indian/Alaska Native, Black, Latino/
Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islander females,

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Degades in the Making, Edugational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021

BRIEFING BOOKSE | 166




FIGURE 7
Gun Death Rates by Demographic Groups, 2019
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Geographic Variations

Owerall gundeath rates at the state level show substantial variation, such as the seven-fold
difference in risk between the states with the lowest and highest overall gun death rates
{Massachusetts and Alaska in 2019, respectively). In 2019, by urbanization level:

s The total gun dezth rate was highest in the most rural counties, driven largely by having the
highest rate of firearm sulcide as compared to other urbanization levels.

¢ Homicide rates, on the other hand, were highest inurban counties {large central metro and
medium metro counties), but much more evenly distributed across urbanization levels. with a
smaller spread between the lowest and highest rates.

¢ The total gun death rate was lowest in the suburbs {large fringe metro counties), a combination of
having the lowest homicide rate and second-lowest suicide rate.

A person's geographic location is directly connected to the risk of gun violence. For example, in
Maryland in 2019, someone living in Baltimore City was 13 times more likely to die by firearm than
someone living 40 miles down the road in Mentgomery County. Understanding these differences
adds critical context to gun violence prevention efforts.

Why use rates of deaths?

While numbers of gun deaths can help illustrate the burden of gun viclence in a particular community,
because the total population varies significantly by gecgraphic area, firearm death rates (the number of
gun deaths per 100,000 total population) provide an impertant measure for comparison, For example,
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois has by far the highest number of firearm homicides out of any county

in the celuntry, averaging over 400 each year. However, because Cook County hasa population of 5.2
million residents, the firearm homicide rate islower than many ether large metro counties with smaller
populations, Infact. Cook County's firearm homicide rate is, on average, 12 12 deaths per 100,000 people,
rankingit 72nd in the country and a fraction of the homicide rate in the highest rate counties, such as
Macon County, Alabama, which had the highest firearm homicide rate from 2015-2019 -- 44 44 deaths
per 100,000 people -- an average of eight gun homicides peryear in a population less than 20,000 people.
Clearly, the sheer number of firearm homicides lllustrates that Cook County is in the midst of a gun
violepce crisis, but this crisis is not unigue to Chicago; it is equally devastating in cities across the United
States and among more rural counties, as well.
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FIGURE 8
Gun Death Rates by State, Ranked Lowest to Highest, 2019
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Overall Gun Violence Rates Across the States

The five states with the highest overall gun death rates in 2019 were Alaska, Mississippi, Wyoming,
New Mexico, and Alabama. Alaska had the highest gun death rate for 7 of the last 10 years. which in
2019 was seven times higher than Massachusetts, which had the lowest rate. Mississippi ranked in
the five highest overall gun death rates inthe country every vear in the last decade, while Alabama
and Louisiana did so for all but one year.

On the other end of the spectrum, the five states with the lowest overall gun death rates in 2019 were
Massachusetts. New York, New Jersey. Hawaii, and Rhode lsland. Hawail, Massachusetts, New York,
and Rhode Island each ranked in the five lowest overall gun death rates for all of the last 10 vears.

Figure 8displays how the 50 states and District of Columbia fared with gun deaths in201%,

ranking them from lowest to highest gun death rate. It additionally shows the proportion of deaths
attributed to homicide, suicide. and other intents (law enforcement intervention, unintentional, and
unclassified).

FIGURE 9
Gun Death Rates by State, 2019
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A Closer Look: Gun Vicolence by Intent Across Counties and Urbanization Levels

Locking more closely at gun violence at the county level, separated by intent (homicice and sulcide),
helps te better understand the burden of gun violence in 2 specific community. We looked at 2019 data
by county urbanization level and individual county data using five-year averages from 2015-201% (just
one year of data would not produce a relizble rate of gun homicide or suicide for comparison).

While county-level data layers valuable context on top of state data, data at an even more local level
- census tracts -- is much needed to truly understand concentrations of gun viclence. Because county
size varies significantly within and between states, data at this level does not consistently portray the
most accurate representation of the local areas most impacted by plin violence. Taking a closer look
at Los Angeles (LA) County, CA, which has a2 population of 10 milllen, we find that it had 670 firearm
hornicides in 2019, a rate of 647 deaths per 100,000 people, which is above the national average but
below the state average. Stopping here, however, would be insufficient, as LA County county comprises
neighborhoods and cities with populztions larger than many LLS. counties and extremely disparate
firearm homicide rates. For example, Burbank and Compton, cities in LA County with populations

of approximately 100,000 each, had one and sixteen firearm homicides in 2019,% respectively. They
shoulder very different burdens of gun viclence and require different approaches to prevention.

About urbanization levels:

The CDC classifies counties by level of urbanization using a six-leve! urban-to-rural classification scheme.
The most urban category consists of “central” counties of large metropolitan areas and the most rural
category consists of nonmetrapalitan "noncore” counties, The six classification levels for countiesfrom
most urban to most rural are large central metre (=1 million population and covers.a principal city), large
fringe metro (21 million population but does not cover a principal city, akin to suburbs), medium metro
{250,000 but <1 millien population), small metre (<250,000 population), micropalitan (nenmetrg; has an
urban cluster of 210,000 but <50.000 population), and noncore (nonmetro; most rural). Ses the Glossary
for formal definitions of each,

FIGURE 10
Gun Death Rates by Urbanization, 2019
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FIGURE 11
Counties with the Highest Rates of Firearm Homicide and Suicide, 2015-201%9
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Geography of Homiclde

Ey urbanization level:

When clustered by urbanization level, the highest rate of firearm homicide In 2015 was
in large central metro counties (most urban), 1.3 times higher than the national average
and 1.8 times higher than large fringe metro counties (suburbs), where the homiclde rate
is lowest. The next highest rates were in medium metro and then noncore metro (most
rural) counties. As compared to firearm suicide rates, the firearm homicide rate was
more evenly distributed across all types of counties, the difference between the most
urban and most rural counties was much smaller, and there was no clear trend to track
rates as counties became more rural or urban, Because of their higher rates and large
populations, the vast majority -- 89% -- of firearm homicides occur in metropolitan areas
(large, medium, and small metro and large fringe metro).

Looking at specific counties:

When looking at individual counties rather than consolidated by urbanization, a
different pattern emerges. Of the 20 countles with the highest rates of firear m homicide,
the majority are rural (14/20 were noncore or micropolitan non-metre) and only the
remaining 6 are metropolitan (large, medium, and small metro, and large fringe metro).
While high rates in sparsely-populated counties represent small total numbers of
deaths, these rates are alarmingly high and indicate a significant burden on communities,
Notably, 19 of the top 20 are in the South.

See appendix 6 for the list of counties with the highest firearm homicide rates.

FIGURE 12
Proportion of Firearm Homicides by Urbanization Level, 201%
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Geography of Suicide

By urbanization level:

The firearm suicide rate increases as counties become more rural. When clustered by
urbanization level, in 2019, noncore (non-metre, most rural) counties had the highest
rate of firearm suicide. 1.7 times higher than the national average and 2.6 times higher
than large central metro (urban, big city) counties, where the firearm sulcide rate was
lowest. Because the total population is concentrated in cities and large suburbs as
compared tomore rural areas, the majority of firearm suicides -- 78% — still ocour in
metropolitan areas (large, medium, 2nd small metro, and large fringe metro), despite the
lower rates.

Looking at specific counties:
The 20 counties with the highest rates of firearm suicide from 2015-2019 were mostly

rural (17720 were noncore or micropolitan nonmetro) and nearly all dlustered in the
Mountain West (12/20) and Scuth (7/20).

See appendix 7 for the list of counties with the highest firearm suicide rates.

FIGURE 13
Proportion of Firearm Suicides by Urbanization Level, 2019
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Gun Violence as a Leading Cause of Death

A Leading Cause of Death Among Young People

Linlike other leading causes of death, such as cancer or heart disease, gun violence
disproportionately impacts children and young adults.

Children and teens 1-19 vears:

Firearms were the leading cause of death in 2019 for American children and teens ages 1-19,
prematurely taking the lives of nearly 3,400 Americans - the second-highest total in twenty years
-- and accounting for nearly cne in ten deaths in this age group. Of these youngest victims, 44%
were Black. More than half of all Black teens {15-19) who died in 2019 — a staggering 57% - were
killed by gun violence. While suicides are 60% of all gun deaths across the whole LS, population,
homicides are the most common type of gun death among children and teens -- 60% of child and
teen gun deaths were homicides and 34% were suicides.

Young adults 20-39 years:

Firearms are the leading cause of death for young adults ages 20-24 as well, accounting for almost
one infour deathsin this age group and over half of the deaths among young Black men, specifically.
While firearms drop to be the second leading cause of death for the general population for ages 25-
34 they hold their position as the leading cause of death among Black men through age 39.

Total population under 40 years:

Intotal, 19,524 Americans under the age of 40 died by gun violence in 2019 -- 49% of all gun
deaths. But while we know the numbers, the loss is immeasurable. When a young person is shot
and killed, they lose decades of potential: the potential to grow up, have a family, contribute to
society, and pursue their passions in life. Familles lose a child, parent, or other loved one; the loss
is felt across neighborhoods and communities. Despite the enormous toll gun violence inflicts on
Americans, scant attention and enly minimal funding is allocated to study and prevent this leading
cause of death among voung people.

FIGURE 14

Leading Causes of Death for Americans, Ages 1-39
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Firearm Fatalities Compared to Other Forms of Fatal Injuries

Injuries make up 2 substantial burden of premature death in the United States, and among
injury mechanisms, firearms are cneof the deadliest. In 2017, poisonings, falls. firearms, motor
vehicle crashes, and suffocation were the five leading causes of injury-related death. Gun deaths
outnumbered all the remaining causes of injury-related death combined.

Compared to car crashes:

The burden of firearm injury is often compared tocar crashes, and their numbers are similar. In the
last three years, however, for Lhe first time more Americans died by guns than by car crashes {in
2019, 39,707 and 37 595 deaths, respectively). Reducing motor vehicle injuries and their severity
has long been a focus of injury prevention policy; while there is clearly more work to do, substantial
reductions have been made, A similarly comprehensive approach to gun violence prevention also
holds promise,™"

FIGURE 15
Firearm Deaths and Mctor Vehicle Traffic Deaths, 2000-201%
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FIGURE 16
Total Injury Deaths by Mechanism, 2019
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Policy Recommendations to
Stop Gun Violence

Gun violence is an ongoing yet preventable public health tragedy affecting communities all over

the United States. It is also a complex issue that requires many approaches to its prevention,
starting with the collection and timely dissemination of data. The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence
and Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence are committed to advancing evidence-based policies,
programs, and practices and ensuring that these preventative measures are designed and
implemented eguitably. Fortunately, there are a myriad of effective options at the federal, state, and
local levels.

To improve how firearms data are collected and disseminated, we recommend all levels of
government:

¢ Collect more comprehensive gun violence data for fatal and non-fatal firearm injuries, shootings
that may not involve physical injuries, police-invelved shootings, and firearm-invelved crimes
where no shots were fired, including domestic violence-related threats.

» Make data publicly available where possible. particularly to researchers studying gun viclence
andits prevention.

» [nvest inresources to support the timely release of firearms injury and fatality data.

To stop gun violence in all its forms, we recommend:

s Apply the public health approach, with an equity lens, for effective gun violence prevention.’”

e Fund and conduct gun violence research, and improve data infrastructure, whichis fundamental
foreffective gun violence prevention.

o Enact and implement a true universal background check law that requires background checks
on all gun sales and transfers, including private and online sales, and eliminate "default proceed”
sales.

e Enact and implement state firearm licensing laws and support equitable implementation through
local, state, and federal funding.

» Enact and implement state extreme risk laws to prevent tragedy befare it occurs and support
robust implementation through federal funding.

o |iwvest in community violence intervention and prevention programs and address the underlying
social and economic inequalities that drive firearm violence,

» Support implementation of healthcare professional training on lethzal means safety counseling
so they ave prepared to ask patients about firearm access and provide effective and respectful
counseling when appropriate.

# Expand both federal and state domestic violence firearm prohibitions to reduce abusers’ access to
firearms and improve collection and reporting of domestic violence-related data.
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» Reinstate the federal ban on assault weapons and large-capacity magazines.

= Prohibit the manufacture, puirchase, and possession of "ghost guns.”

# Repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA).

s Require that new semi-automatic pistols manufactured. sold. or imported into the LS. are
equipped with micrestamping technology.

» Enact and implement state prohibitions on the open carry of firearms in public and strongly
regulate concealed carry of firearms to help protect public safety.

» Repeal state-level stand your ground laws, which run counter to centuries of self-defense
doctrine and make it legal for individuals to kill another evenwhen they can easily and safely
retreat.

* |mprove police accountability and strengthen police legitimacy through procedurally just policing
practices.
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APPENDIX 1:
United States Gun Deaths by Intent, 2000-2019

: Firearm : Legal Gun Deaths by
Total Gun ! Firearm : Homicide ! Unintentional Intervention @ Undetermined
Deaths ¢ Suicide Deaths Deaths i Gun Deaths Deaths" ] Intent
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APPENDIX 2:
United States Gun Death Rates, by Intent, 2000-2019

¢ Firearm Suicide Firearm ¢ Unintentional
Gun Death Rate : Rate (age : HomicideRate :@ GunDeathRate
{ageadjusted) ©  adjusted)per | (ageadjusted) | (ageadjusted)
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APPENDIX 3:

United States Gun Death Numbers by Firearm

A ‘ Total Gun : Homicide Firearm
Demographic Groups, 2017 Deaths Deaths : Suicide Deaths

Female (all races/ethnicities) 5.666 2287 3,216
American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)

Asian or Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)

Black (non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any race)

Male {all racesfethnicities)

American Indian or Alaska Native
{non-Hispanic)

Asian or Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)
Black (non-Hispanic)
White (nen-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any race)

APPENDIX 4: Total Gun Firearm Firearm

United States Gun Death Rates by EEZ‘:;::E ng ?“j;ii'f’if:;]e 5 f‘:'“’::,“’t‘:dj
Demographic Groups, 2019 : ik i

per 100,000 : per 100,000 per 100,000

Female (all races/ethnicities) 3.39 - 142 - 1.85

American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)
Asian or Pacific Islander {non-Hispanic)

Black (non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latine (any race)

Male {all races/ethnicities)

American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)
Asian or Pacific Istander {nen-Hispanic)

Black {non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any racej

Source: A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making. Educational Funid to Stop Gun Vielenee (EFSGVY. 2021
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APPENDIX 5:
State Variations, 2019
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APPENDIX 6:

Counties with the Highest Firearm Homicide Rates, 2015-201%

Ranking,
Highest
to Lowest
Firearm
Homicide
Rate

Macon County, AL
Petersburg City, VA
St. Louls Clty, MO
Phillips County, AR
Baltimore City, MD
Drallas County, AL
Washington County, MS
Orleans Parish, LA
Halmes County, MS
Coahoma County, M5
Jefferson County, AR
Leflore County, MS
Adams County, M5
Hinds County, M&
Dranville City, Wi
Mississippi County, AR
Wance County. NC
Colleton County, SC
Robeson County, NC

Hampton County, SC

| Urbanization

MonCare [Monmetro)
Large Fritge Metro
Large Central Metrg
Micropolitan [Nonmetra)
Large Central Metro
Micropalitan (Nonmetra)
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Large Central Metro
MonCore [Monmetro)
Micropelitan (Nonmetra)
Small Metra
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Medium Metro
Micropolitan (Nonmetro)
Micropolitan (Noenmetre)
Micropelitan (Nenmetro)
hNonCaore [Monmetro)
Micropalitan (Nonmetra)

NonCaore (Monmetro)

| Firearm

: Homicide

: Deaths

: {2015-2019)

! Population
{per year)

18 666
31,804
307,826
18,574
608,829
a9.172
46,111
391,111
17742
23267
£9.127
29,436
31078
738,508
41,169
42,124
44,428
37.720
132,499

19.629

: Firearm

: Homicide
: Rate (age
: adjusted,
 five-year

average)

¢ per 100,000

Bouree; A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Vielenee (EFSGV). 2021
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APPENDIX 7:

Counties with the Highest Firearm Suicide Rates, 2015-201%

Ranking,
Highest
to Lowest
Firgarm
Suicide
Rate

Park County, CO

La Paz County AZ
Sevier County, UT
Maorgan County, WV

LincolnCounty, MT

Elko County, NV

Duehesne County, UT

Humboldt County, NV

Silver Bow County, MT

MeDowell Caunty, WY

Linta County, WY

Curry County. OR
Marion County, AR
Gunnison County, CO
Lumpkin County, GA
Park County, WY
Macon County, T
Dawsan County, GA
Idahe County, (D

Folk County, AR

: Urbanization

Large Fringe Metro

MonCore (Nonmetro)
MonCore (Monmetra)
MNonCore {(Monmetro)
MonCore (Nonmetro)

Micropolitan
[Nonmetra)

MNonCaore (Nonmetro)

Micrapolitan
(Monmetra)

Micropalitan
(Monmetro}

MenCare (Nonmetra)

Micropolitan
(Nonmetro)

Micropalitan
[(Nonmetro)

MonCore (Nonmetro)
NonCore (Nonmetra)
MonCeore (Nenmetrao)
NenCore (Nonmetro)
Large Fringe Metro

Large Fringe Metro

MNonCore (Nonmetro)

MonCore (Nonmetro)

: Firearm
: Buicide
: Deaths
; (2015-
: 2019)

: Population
: (per year]

17 7964
20,655
21,345
17,703

19,505

32398

20,225

16,861

34737

18 6546

20523

22721
16,471
14,824
32458
29333
23915
24497
16,395

20,104

: Firearm

: Suicide Rate
: [age adjusted,

: five-year
: average] per
100,000
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Black youth represented less than 15 percent of the total youth population but 52 percent of youth
prosecuted in adult criminal court in 2018. Black youth are nine times more likely than white youth 1o
receive an adult prison sentence, American Indian/Alaska Native youth are almost two times more likely,
and Hispanic youth are 40 percent more likely

Child and teen gun deaths hit a 19-year high in 2017 and have remained

elevated since.

Gun violence was the leading cause of death for children and teens ages 1-19 in 2018, surpassing motor
vehicle accidents for the first time

Im 2019, 3,371 children and teens were killed with guns—one every 2 hours and 36 minutes

Black children and teens had the highest gun death rate, followed by American Indian/Alaska Mative
children and teens. Black children and teens were 4 times more likely to die from gun violence than
their white peers

The United States has more guns than people—and nearly 1 in 5 are sold without background checks

Family separation and anti-immigrant policies are dangerous to
l:hlldren s health development, and well-being.

Nearly 1in 4, approximately 18 million, U.S. children lived with at least one immigrant parent in 2018

Maore than 1in 4 immigrant children did not have health coverage in 2019, 25.5 percent compared to
5.1 percent of native-born citizen children.

An estimated 6.9 million children lived with undocumented parents. Chronic uncertainty and distress
about the threat of enforcement activity destroy children's sense of safety and their mental health

Each Day in America

mathers die from complications of childbirth
children are killed by abuse or neglect.
children or teens die by suicide,
children or teens are killed with 2 gun
20 children or Teens die from accidents
HWis children or teens are injured with a gun
59 babies die before their first birthday.
21 children are arrested for violent crimes
223 children are arrested for drug crimes
g4 public schoal students are corporally punished.*
678 babies are born without health insurance
827 babies are born into extreme poverty
860 babies are born with low birthweight
1541 babies are born into poverty
1,785 children are confirmed as abused or neglected
1,909 children are arrested
2,906 high school students drop out*
14,206 public school students are suspended *

Based on 180 school days a year

Source: The State of America’s Children, Children's Diefense Fund, 2021
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GUN VIOLENCE

2 HOURS AND
36 MINUTES

ven before COVID-19, another epidemic was killing our children at higher rates: gun viclence.

Gun violence was the leading cause of death for all children and teens ages 1-19 in 201B, surpassing
motor vehicle accidents for the first time in history.! Children and teens are far more likely to die from
gunfire than COVID-19,? yet our leaders continue to allow gun violence to go uncurbed and gun laws to
go unchanged.

After years of congressional inaction, a growing number of children are paying with their lives. In 2019,
3371 American children and teens were killed with guns—enough to fill more than 168 classrooms of
20 [see Table 35)
Child and teen gun deaths hit a 19-year high in 2017 and have remained elevated since?
In 2019, nine children and teens were killed with guns each day in America—one every 2 hours
and 36 minutes.®
Guns killed more children and teens than cancer, pneurnonia, influenza, asthma, HIV/AIDs, and
opioids combined.®
While mass shootings grabbed fieeting public and policymaker attention, routine gunfire took
the lives of more children and teens every week than the Parkland, Sandy Hook, and Columbine
massacres combined
Since 1963, nearly 193,000 children and teens have been killed with guns on American soil—
more than four times the number of US. soldiers killed in action in the Vietnam, Persian Gulf,
Afghanistan, and Irag wars combined.®

Shamefully, gun deaths reflect only part of the devastating toll of America’s growing gun violence
epidemic. Many more children and teens are injured than killed with guns each day in our nation
For every child or teen fatally shot, another 5 suffered non-fatal gunshot wounds”’
An estimated 16,644 children and teens were injured with guns in 2018—one every 32 minutes®

Cun violence affects all children, but children of color, boys, and older youth are at greatest risk.
Black children and teens had the highest gun death rate in 2019 (11.9 per 100,000} followed by
American Indian/Alaska Native children and teens (6.4 per 100,000) *
Although Black children and teens made up only 14 percent of all children and teens in 2019, they
accounted for 43 percent of child and teen gun deaths™
Black children and teens were four times more likely to be killed with guns than their white peers."
Eighty-six percent of children and teens who died from gunfire in 2019 were boys. Boys were six
times more likely than girls to die in gun homicides. Black boys were 18 times more likely to be
killed in gun homicides than white boys.=
Eighty-five percent of child and teen gun deaths occurred among 15- to 19-year-olds, but infants
and toddlers were far from immune. Guns killed more preschoolers than law enforcement officers
in the line of duty. In 2019, 86 children under 5 were killed with guns compared with 51 law
enforcement officers in the line of duty.”

Mo child is safe in a nation with easy access to deadly weapons. Even before the pandemic drove up fear
and gun sales, there were too many firearms in our homes and streets—and a shocking number were
sold without background checks

As of 2017, American civilians owned 393 million firearms—more than one gun per person,

In contrast, U.S. military and law enforcement agencies possessed 55 milllon.™

Souree: The State of America’s Children, Children's Defensge Fund. 2021
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Americans accounted for less than five percent of the global population, but owned nearly half

(46 percent) of all civilian guns in the world."

Mearly 1in 5 guns are sold without a background check due to a loophole in federal law exempting
sales at gun shows, online, or between private individuals.”

Children are learning there are no safe spaces in our gun-saturated nation. Many children even live
in homes with loaded, unlocked guns and know where they are kepl. Too often, this leads to tragic
accidents and preventable deaths. With a growing number of children learning and playing at home
during COVID-related closures, the risk of gun accidents and suicides has only increased
A third of households with children have a gun and nearly half of gun-owning households with
children do not store all of their firearms safely.”
An estimated 4.6 million children live in homes with at least one unlocked and loaded gun—and
most children know where these guns are kept.'"” About 3 in 4 children ages 5-14 with gun-owning
parents know where firearms are stored and rmore than 1 in 5 have handled a gun in the home
without their parents’ knowledge.™
Guns in the home are more likely to endanger than protect loved ones. The presence of a gun in
the home makes the likelihood of homicide three times higher, suicide three to five times higher
and accidental death four times higher*”
Eight children and teens are killed or injured in acadental shootings involving an improperly stored
gun each day in America®

It is long past time for leaders to end America's gun violence epidemic. Congress must urgently pass
common-sense gun safety measures like universal background checks and child access prevention laws
to protect children from firearms in their homes, schools, and communities. All children deserve the
chance to live, learn, and play safely—free from violence and fear

COVID-19 is Magnifying Our Gun Violence Epidemic and
Highlighting the Need for Immediate Reform

The pahdens:c has created and exacerbated so many cnises for children and families and qun
violence is no exception. Unprecedented increases in gun sales—coupled with financial insecurity,
social isolation, and other stressors—are magrnfylhg America's gun violence crisis
Mearly two million guns were sold in March 2020 alone—the second highest number of
guns ever sold in a single month—and this disturbing trend continued in the months
that followed.*
Even with much of the country on lockdown, mass shootings hit a record high in 2020
Children witnessed, suffered, or died in 611 mass shootings in 2020—up from 417 in 20197
Gun accidents in the home have also surged during the pandemic. School and child care
closures have exacerbated children's risk of dying in gun accidents at home. Between March
and May 2020, accidental gun deaths by children increased by 30 percent relative to rates
over the past three years
The pandemic has alsc intensified factors that contribute 1o gun-related domestic viclence
and community violence: job losses and financial insecurities have left victims of domestic
violence more vulnerable to harm as well as fueling community gun viclence ™

The COVID-12 crisis has exposed the consequences of our nation's longstanding failure to pass
policies to keep children safe where they live and learn. Our leaders must not only advance
meaningful solutions to address the COVID-19 crisis but also the ongoing gun violence crisis in
America. We cannot allow children to die at the hands of these crises

Souree; The State of Am ‘s Children. Children’s Defense Fund. 2021
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