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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Unbicsed tnformalion on the conlributing facltors lo gun vislence in America.
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PEMD

Public Education and Media Dissemination

Suggested Cilation: Hilching, R.(Ed.) (2020). Suicide Across the Lifespan. ABCT.orq. New York.
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CUN VICLENCE IN AMERICA

BRIEFING
BOOKS

ABCT IS DEDICATED T0O BRIDGING COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC AND CLINICAL MEMBERS AND
THE MEDIA AS WELL As THE PUBLIC,
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PEMD

Plble-Educniion and Media Disseminarion

The Briefing Books initiative 15 the beainchild of
David Teisler, CAE, Director of Communications &
Deputy Divsetor at ABCT, and Emily L. Hilok,
P, ABPP, of the Public Education and Medig

Digsemination (PEMD) commities

The Briefing Books project provides ournalists and
members of the public with accessible & pvidence-
hazed informativn. PEMD The commitier s

'lfl\

visspinsilile Foe sl ABCT onfreach (o [kl itnl

e B jonroalizts,

Ip addition, it coordinates projects with the
: Publicalions Commitlee and handles press refations

. f for ABCT.

The drivitg force hehind Briefing Books wis the
doaire bo provide reactrees for medid aowd the puble
who want quick aceess Lo materials that explain
surrcunding evidence-hased treatments for

recommencations relating to major topics of mental

health
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BRIEFING BOOKS

GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

ABOUT
US

A pramier organization for everything CBT 65
years of ovideneo-based research and practios.
Welcome Lo the Association for Behavioral aod
Coguitive Therapies (ABCT ). ABUCT and ite
members strived to alleviate homan sulfering

through the applieation of seientific prineiples

The Association for Behavioral and Cognitive
Therapies (ABCT) is & multidisciplinary
arganization commitied to the enhaneement of
health and well-being by advancing the seientifie

understanding, assessment, prevention,

and freatment of human problems theongh the
globul applieation of hebavioral, cognitive, and

blological evidence-hased principles.

ABUT s comumitted to a policy of sgual
opportunity in all s activities, including
employiment. ABUT does not diseriminate bassed
on pace, color, creed, religion. natonal o sthoie
orizgin, sex, sexual orientation. gender identity or

expression. age, disability, or veteran status.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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z1z2) ABCT

We support our mission by

responding to medin inguiries about CBT-related topwes by connecting
interezied journalists, writers, and producers with relevan; ABCT
EEXPETIS.

develop initiatives lo assist ABUT members in communicating wilth the
publie about seienee and evidence-based practive. Poasible video.
develop rosourees to help eommunieate with the medin for A

members, journ d the i large offer compendiums of
relevant rezources ("Brieling Books") that provide information about the

CUrremt seenee ]'Il'l‘r'_il,"-'l'ﬁl"l.'l mn :i:'l.}"l'l'lﬁ'l'll."-. termsa.
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BRIEFING BOOK
CONTRIBUTORS

Gun Violence Contributors

Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies [ABCT) would like to thank our dedicated contributors
without whom this projeet could not have happened. Our orginization is strengthened by your contribution

and eommitment to supporting our mission and vision.

The wider community benefits daily from your efforts to support evidence-based research and your

commitment o those WOUT Cipe.
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CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Cun Violence in America

DEADLY CHILD'S PLAY
WEAPON'S EFFECT

BRAD J. BUSHMAN, PHD
Prolessor of Commupnication & Rinelirn Chiir o] Mass Qosrmanication
Sehool of Commupication,

The Ohio State 1 |ui\.'4~r-.i!_t'

COMMUNITY VIOLENCE

BILLIE KATZ, PSYD
Assistant Professor,
Child & Adulesent Psyehintry, School ol

Medicine, Mount Sinni

MASS SHOOTINGS
A PERSONAL ACCOUNT

MARK GREENHALGH, PHD, MPH
Postdoctoral Fallow

VA Palo Alto & Stanford Sehoe] of Medicimn
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CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

CGun Violence in America

FIREARM SUICIDE

MIKE ANESTIS, PHD SHELBY L. BANDEL, MS ALLISON E. BOND, MA
NV RE Ry 1) e Dipeetog GV R Drodloes] Chanalid it e AVRE Eeeiweal Candida)
A Profossor Dept rhap=Ciiokn! Pubilie Fealdd T =Gkl Pobilie Healih 7 el s Gl ohad - Pabelin Feglih

Watee = Sehoal ol Palilic Healhh tolgers Sy lieml oF Pobiliie Heahh Htgers Belwal pf” Pyblie e

LCGBTQ+ POPULATION

KIRSTY A. CLARK, PHD TARA MCKAY, PHD SERENA MUSUNGU
Asgistant Profossor Assintant Professor Regonrcl Asgiciant
Phegae Meicioe, Health & Bagdioly, Biepd Medieine: Honlth & Socisty Maglivine, Henlth & Sociely

Vadulerhily Thylvepsity Vandorhilt Tliivesity Vianderhilt Fruiysrsity
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CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS

Gun Violence in America

COMMUNITY GUN VIOLENCE

SIRRY ALANG, PHD
Asgisiant Frofesspr
-f‘,nﬁ?q-gp ol Arts aml Seterees

Lisliigelt 1w Fsiby

RITA HITCHING. MSC
Researcher & Edidor,

YA Pao Alle & Stanlord 8chool of Medieine

DYING OF WHITENESS

JONMATHAN M. METZL, MD, PHD
Profepeor Samoloey Peyotnabey, Modioioe, Hoalth

& Boriaty Vanderhiit University

RITA HITCHING, MSC
Resexrihos & Editar.

VA Palg Alva & Stanford School of Medicine
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CUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

WELCOME

Welcome to the 2021 edition of the Briefing Books (BB imitiative. The BB initiative is an effort by the Association
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies (ABCT) to provide easily aecessible information on a range of temporally

sensitive topies that affect everyone.

Following an from oor 2020 edition on Suicide Aeross the Lifespan, this year we are exploring another emotive and

sensitive topic - gun violenes,

ABCT will look to add additional topies in the coming months and years on topics (that are of interest to our

COMINUILY.

BRIEFING BOOKS
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lence is exacerbated by

28 that facilitate access to

guns and perpetuate gun violence.
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EDITOR'S
OTE

Our second Briefing Book is being released

at a time when our communities continue to
experience unprecedented turmoil. The global
coronavirus persists, and although the
availability of vaccination has enabled many
restrictions that were in place in 2020 to be
lifted, all Americans.are trying to make sense
of the amplified political, economic, social, and

racial tensions of the last few years.

Underfunded schools, cuts in healtheare, social
and economic inequalities, paired with
diseriminatory policies, exclusionary social
zoning, and financial redlining, have created a

perfect storm for civil unrest and violence.
The violence is exacerbated by firearm policies
that facilitate access to guns and perpetuate

gun violence.

Regrettably every year thousands of

Americans die from firearms, be it through
suicide, police brutality, or the headline-
grabbing mass shootings including the Tree of

Life synagogue on my birthday in 2018.

As a mother, the statistics that every day 50
American children aged 0 to 17 years are shot
with a firearm and that every 2 hours and 36

minutes a child dies, is heartbhreaking.

The wide spread nature of gun violence, and

the urgent need for unbiased information on

the contributing, exacerbating, and "

perpetuating factors for gun violence, we

decided to devote the topic of our 2021 Editor
Briefing Books series to gun violence in Briefing Books
America.

BRIEFING BOOKS 26






DIVERSE COMMUNITY AT CREATER RISK
OF EXPERIENCING GUN VIOLENCE

LGBTQ+
POPULATION

Kirsty Clark, PhD,

Assistant Professor Medicine, Health & Soeiety, Vanderbilt University

Sereng Musungu
Research Assistant Medicine, Health & Society, Vanderbilt Universily

Tara MeKay. PhD
Assistant Profeszor Medicine, Health & H:::'wi:,'. Vanderhilt University
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DIVERSE tcere.
COMMUNITY

Leshian, onv. bisexual, transeeonder, and LI & mombers of Generation 2 (those born 1997 to 20023

(LOABTR-=) peaple, and wse swho idoneify with of i s LOARTO

entil ¥

e o fewoer than 1 in 25
VT U ST T i1 o= oY i il @ ) *
pypangive socyal prenintons and sender identite tembers of Genpeiben X (thoge born TO65-10 198(1)

represent approsimately: 5.6% of the VS population

Il is in I} prla gl b peenoe e Ll Chowee is o vibireri

Che propoeticn of Awerieans who idoatly as LGBETQ popiulatisng

divepsity of cxporicnees within the LGETO
grawing rapidly. with LU T people spanning all genders, ares. races
amil sthmeities, shilities and dizsabilities, eographi

Gallup polling doti Ceonn 2080 Tound that more Lo 1 i nenles, relwons, and natonalitios,
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APPROXIMATELY

6%

of Americans identify as LGBTQ-

BRIEFING BOOKRE | 101



LGBTQ+
POPULATION
AT GREATER
RISK OF GUN
VIOLENCE

»

NOILYINdOd +O1L891
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Wy st importent te eonsiloe the LGETW popoadaiim

U =T = ]
IT) CONYeFRISCINS reonraine Liun yinleince

Althoueh LGRETRH- e aple repeesent o relativeldy soall
propertan of the tote] TS population, they are st groater

rigk of CHDOPIENCING FUn VIOienoe,

For example, LOGETQ4 Adnerieing s

dispropertienately more likely to

o Ho foeoets of sl violopon, oo hoate e
¢ Heport sulcids nttempts, &nd
o BEgperlenes intimate partoer vielenee tho

el and oiseendor (non-LGEBTO

Additlonally, when & gun @ invoelved oan ant- LGETC)

vinlent attnek. sulelde attewpt, ur vislend Inddeat with an

intimate partoer, the rigk of the encountar bedaming

F
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HIGH HATE
CRIME RISK
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Pulse Nightélub greatest ma#-
casualty terrorist attack in the US
since September 11, 2001. \ ’




BLACK
TRANSGENDER

GUN
VIOLENCE

Black transgender women are being killed by guns and
this epidemic of violence is increasing.

NOILYINdOd +0L1LE97

Anti-transeender stipma — inchiding o hostile Aviordine Lo the 2017-2018 Trinereider

palitical elimate, coltural marginalization. family Homigide Tracker. nearly BO% ol hemirides of
rajeetion, end demal of opportunity in Black transgender woumen involved & gun. In
snplormentand housie —dnyvos nooultuee of total. Va'% of confizmied murders of tramseender
vindenen towarl trooseondern peor lir |||~r;|p||.- arn Ean et hs
Usiae nevis peports, court reeords, wod Ak transeender women, who liee

i ey iews wilh |1-|| e, sy ocatos mned |-||||.|||||||||Ii||!.I Fearitiig nl eSS ol e s ol

progeciiters, Lthe Washingten Post identified 140 racizm. sexisnt, and trapsphobla; are ot sevars

riaseeniler seomen wilio weare killad nationwasde
wiwenn 2005 ard 20200 Aveording to Lhe
Human Hights Campaien | HRUC), the pumber of
transgender people mordered in 2021 hos
tlepsrly exeamded the munher of transgondoy
people glled in' 2013, 2014, 2015, 30148, 2018,

aried 2019 conhinad

As ol Septomber 2021, HRO has recorded 37

murders of transgander paople.

risk ol 1'\ll\'-'it'lll 14} |5r=1-||'|' violenes, Rlack

trunsgerdor women reprosant 4 i 5 transgender

homacides) most of these murdersdnvobee & gun

Ol trivnseendae poopls wro migseadorod
media, lew enforoement, and toroper reparts,
devlonstraling an dnjustles foward e victins
and hampering offoris {o assuratnly traek the

burden of violenes against this population.
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Exposure to Violence
Fear for Safety

In 2017, YRES data showed that
ansgender youth-arm sphatantinkly
g Hkely o b biallind o ey her

bullied than their cizsgender piers

Nowely o quarioe of (ransgmdor
abitdenls pepo tesl Liaing Lhresatened o

imjuared with aweapon ot schnool in thy

‘ : . i v 4 Boflectine this difference, {Fanspender
""1,: -l . e

L)
¥

LGBTQ+ youth more likely to
face violence at school, be

threatened with a weapon

LGBTU+ poutl @re Dregquent targeis of hullyiiee aml aontl-LOBTOQ+-
rotivated hios al gehool. Natooally eepresentatvo dotn fran the 20715
2018 Yourn sk Benavior sarvey (Y HBE) demonstrames that LOGBET
tepns pre more |lkely 1o report leeling unsale at schoel and experience

buliying and cyberbullving and their hetarosexnal peeres.

Tremblingly, LOGBTQ - teons sre also more than twice as likely 1o have bopn
Llewe bt a0 0njid ol wWilli n Wl senool cogn sl iy Thaeir

listopose il clnssites

Pechaps hoeouse ol chas exprosors o vinbismes gl fenr Toe salety, o higher

] eIV R KTV IR S iu]'.l* + _'_'|I.||L i tha YEES Feonn 2000 1 2015 T

carrying a weapon Al schosl including “a gon. koife, o Juily™ than
bt spoeasciiaw! voeds, To tod 1 4.0% of heterosexsionl, 21 .8% of ) Heslan
] 18.5% ol highsial Leens poported carmying o we poart L slial 1 Ll

ERIEFING BOOKS
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The US 5
Institites of Health eonsider LGRTO-L

irgeon General and The Natienal

prople s compzinge n bgh-rish population
lor suiride, Lodéed, population-baged studles
demonstrate thal LGBTQ-+—people repar
srbstantiully mehervatos of sueide attempis
thamn their sisgender anid hetnrosexual peers,

i shiki

ezpence and sdulthoad

T 2000 8, 29488 ol surveyed 1 l'”if"f:? |
studenis In the YHBS had attemplad suielde
i the past vear, conpared lo 6.4% of
hioterosoxnal studenbs,  Noarly kall ol the
LGBTO-+ studont poplanon sericusty
’."I"‘{-Itl'-"lll" AL II|I|IIi.|.‘ BLL It' o IFI'II'}-II (1]

145 % ol hoteraseinnl students

These trends in sultide sk extend to
Leansgendor youth, More (han obe-third of
transeendor yoath'in the 2017 YRES
reported o pasi-year sulclde attempt, and
LB T expereneed o semoms muicnl
attempt that required medical

framtment,




LGBTQ+ PEOPLE MAY OWN GUNS

DUE TO FEAR OF VIOLENCE”

NOILVINdOd +D18D1







(1511 10 LR T vt Howoya TRM (fily o 1L | nenlde attempt m the p 5
o the 200148 Novade YRES domopsteaimd ng i rvestiented partiojponts’ motivation [
[ GBTO— disparities T the peoportiom of hizh schoolors aosine @ particnlior method of suicids
v ho reporteld darryneg a gl Lhe 12 months pewse to
I VoL ol el g ity wig) fop | - rlavipan e ao Gy abions Croe) | ST TNA
[ (1r'l [ Larg fooling Crgse DLHLY , e d lellulity, famdlinrily TIRETR
ofl pein at T (ERR TR vilviod honther i (18 [ AN T

Urvewall 3% of LGBTO-- youth reported carriing aogi nol aving wocess Lo w {ires
IIPal . i I hetmosesual v

|'her Bistden e haeeiaed i tl Vi oy o
A i insgender youth, this bisparity wis magnitisd grn ownership among LGRTO-- ndidts ceanpnred ta
21.6% of transgender tesns repurted carryving a gun their hiterpsextal, clesander posrs may (ntroduce a
the past 12 monkhs comparid to 4, 4% of cisgeniler youth lsnefit of prevemtine letl wlnide ot lempis, bl
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[¥5; dy hes e lgrated sexual arwentation ddforene

o led bl el s osed e sienid DRI "0 e gl e 00 es sk e e bl oy wehad exfon
1,070 ndult guleid arded fnow C0C s - the hal me i ling' and restrictio art il s
Natioma! Violent Bleath Reporting Syvstem - most sexua encourazing suicidal patients to lock up zuns and sto

rerri il es used leonaie W8N Tollowiad by Bresgrm s ] srmibion separadely — ace enaplioy 1

SO aned dreoe or peison Inesation (20 LizRETQ LGRETQ oiusEed moedicnd and pnental b |'\'|| (R A ERT
nei irtirms w L0 ely than heterosesualg to b e, practicing within LGBTU4 commmity health
vouneer. female, and Black (A I AT CETErs
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EXCESSIVE
RISK

OVER HALF (F TRANSGENDER
PEOPLE EXPERIENCE IPV IN
THEIR LIFETIMNES

onklb]
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TRANSGENDER YOUTH MORE
LIKELY TO EXPERIENCE
PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE
COMPARED TO CISGENDER YOUTH

BERITEFING BOOKS | 115



VULNERABLE
POPULATION

nds that trassgender people in the US axporiones [PV a1
rolntive ©o the =eneenl populotion. Esttmates from the LS
vad ekl snopil ' trnmsae e g |.|.- e 115
| ol ranggender people expetience IPY in thele [ifetlmes, TPV vietims

v i Bies moree Bliely i sxperienoe vidlenoe by o fatimer parine

e itagenidin

An midvestudied Tssoe withio 17V research s the inks betwesi ssperienees of e dating
inlenoe, gun vickenee, ad IPY as an adodt Among adeleseents, the odos of physical
MZATION 4re 2,0 1mes g i sexual abuse 8.4 nmes higher among tra

CIEFRIOET youl se [} peed further For rocial-ethnic minority §

) - - - o

Lo . -

- -8 P

‘\A";D“A’
44--44 ~y
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-
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LGET Q4 peaple Tace sionificant vinlanee-relatpd coneerns in key domalns of 1§,
ineluding comimunity viclimigation, stacides pnd ntimate gaetoer violence. b each of these
devipirinis ].l"||i'l'|_.'l = pwmnple hnve ||.!'_.|||Ill' .'||"|-'.~|.Jn|'-l pin Lo s wiole e

their sexual dnd gender minority e

In several contoxts, trunsgeader and other gonder minority individuals oxperience oxteeme
lorms of vietimization that may myvoelve a {fireqr. making this o prierity population for
vinlition resedreh, provention, and imbsrvention II-||:||I1||':'|I|‘-. there are shenilean! gaps in
vegireh i ot ilabidliny Tor pesisiing ey e Lo g vielenes among LGRTQA

communitics aned the ¢ of prevention amd inte tlan strate

T ofton, duta. wel geun veslenes do not oolleet gsxial srsntation or rontor ooty or e
not disaggregate exposuce o vinleoers by pe of wenpon ased G o 3 Additionally
despite being at sionificantly elevated : of victimization, LGB TQ-+—eommunities and

mibividuals are froquently left out of studies on gun violence,

Preveution of and imterventions i anong LGET - ronmounities also requirs
o Lailored approgeh dow fo gongeens shont bins norepocidog o oisponse from low

it T ment, avoidianes of seryvices delivered on the basiz of bigary gender catagories, god
othier baotriers expericnesd by community members when ac iz imentil hewlth, medioal

ind D | svrvioes

LGBTQ UNIQUE RISKS

— vielimization and gun violence
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BRIEFING BOOKS

CUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

CONTACT
ABCT
PRESS
OFFICE

Responsible for all ABCT publications and
ABCT s website, Coordinates projects with

the Publications Committas.

Hundles press relations for ABCT. In
Execative Director's extended absenpe

serves as Deputy Director,

David Teisler, CAE

teislor@y et org

Pravid Teisler, CAE

Divertor of Communications & Deputy Divector

MEDIA FINDING

ABCT has u list ol speakers sod subjeel matter experts on topics such s

EXPERTS Somims

Central Olfiee

Assoviation for Belavioral and Cognitive Therapies

Freely Available

305 Tth Avenue, 16th FIL, New York, NY 10001
Phone: (212) 647 — 1830
FAX: (212) 647-18B65

BRIEFING BOOKS
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

EIERYTOWN

FOR GUN SAFETY

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

About: Brady Orzanization research and statistics on cun vielenee in America
and conducts resenrch. community, and community organizing on issues around
wun centrol

Learn more: www. bradvunited.ore

About: Wear Qrange, raises awareness of the bupact of gng vielence on
communities by calling attention to the impact of suns,

Legrn more: Www woarari nge.nrg

About: Everytown lor Gun Satety is an Ameriean nonprofit organization that
pilvocales for £y I'1II1‘.I‘1!I| awld nEFainst gun \'il:-lt‘lll_‘t'.

I‘E'-H Kl INOre: Www.everyiowrn.ore

About: Amnesty International is a globhal organization that campaigns for global
hunan plghts, by investigaling and expoging the Tacts of abuse whenever and
wherever uhuges huppen.

Learn muore: www.annes Iy.arg

About: The Edveational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence is an affiliate charitable
organization of the Coslition to Stop Gua Vielence. EFSGY identifies and
implements evidence-hased policy solutions and programs to redure gun vielenco
(e all its Torms.

Learn more: www_elapv org

About: The Child Welfare Leasue of Awerica is o coalilion of private and
public aceneies that gerve children and families across America who are
vilnerable, CWLA provides expertise, lendership. and innavation on policies:
programs. and practices.

Learn more; www.owla.org

BERIEFING BOOKS |
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=il COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

About: Children's Delense Fund support policies and progroms that lift elildren

children’s
defense fund

out of poverty: protect them from abuse and neglect; and ensure thelr amess to
health care. Il.lJIli'il\' aiducation and a moral and .'-,|i|l'|||til| Tovmndaton

Learn more: www.childrensdefense.org

About: Healthy Children provides the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAT)
ppprraved] information on ssues velevant to ehildren s developrent and phyzeal
il |1:=y,'c'I1_r.|ﬂgwn| wellbeing.

Learn more: www healthyehildren,org

.'J About: Firvarm Safety Among Childeen and Teens (FACTS) al the University
’ &f FAC I s of Michizan supports research locuzed on the prevention of lirearm injury in
@ ehildren and teens.

Learn more: www icpsramich.odu/wob/pages/ faots/index. html

ERIEFING BOOKS | 149




— JOURNALISTS
RESOURCES

N«"”ﬁi About: New Jorsey Gun Violenee Research Cantor, Rutgers Sehool of Fublic
™ = ' B -4
i L l l C ~ Health, provides high-guality, muolti-disciplinaey vesearch on gun violenee
| § W .
y cupsality and prevention and Cranslates this research into clear and actionable
R ]
“-—-’/ policies and programs.

Learn more: Tl I‘-'i:FIL'I1|'l.'l'l‘:-':’.|l.l"¢'|II"I"I||f"i|'.|'|i|E."HI'H.L'IELI

About: Centers f'or Disease Control, conducts researeh and disseminates

information on frearm violenee and prevention.

Learn more: www.ede.goy /vielenceprevention/firearus)

Aboul: Prevention Institute is o national nomprafit whoss mission is to build

P R E v E N TI 0 h prevention and health equity to ensure the places where all people live, work,

INSTITUTE play and learn foster health, safety, and wellbeing

Learn more: wa 'H'l'.]?l'f."‘\.'l.‘l'.'.lfl-i:]Il:ili.lll-'.l.‘.l..l!'!

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
CHILD G ADOLESCENT
PS‘LHIJ‘IIH\ children, ncluding wn extensive lbrary on guns wd vielencs,

A A C AP

About: The Amevican Academy of Child and Adoleseent Peyehiatry provides o

range of resources on the psychiatrie impact of stressinl circumstances for

Laearn more: www e Bpr OFE

Aboui; The RAND Corporation provides research data gl an extensive library
on gungs and violenes. RANDYs reports ave free to downloadand from anywhera
i the world.

Learn nrore; wwy W.titip.org

Aboul: The Gun Violence Archive (GVA) provides {reely accessible research
data and reports on gun vielenes, including mass shootings and Polive related
Fatalitios,

Learn more: www, gunvielencearchive, org
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GUN VIOLENCE
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Educational Fund to Stop Gun Yiolence and Coalition to Stop Gun Vielenee. (2021). A Public Health Crisis Decades in the

Making: A Review of 2008 CDC Gun Mortality Data, Available: bitp://etsgviorg /200 9CDCdaty

ERIEFING BOOKS | 151



The association of suicidal ideation with firearm
purchasing during a firearm purchasing surge
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Anpstis, M. D, Bond, A E., Bryan, A.
0., & Bryan, C.J. (2021). An
examination of preferred messengers on
firearm safety for suivide prevention.

Preventive medicine, 145, 106452,

Anestis, M0, Bond, A.E. Bryan, A.Q., & Bryan C. |, (2021). Preventive Medicine, doi: hitpssdan org/10. 10167 ypmed. 2021, 106452
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The similar ranking of the top three sources shows that the groups agree on the relative credibility of many sources, but
the average level of credibllity for paricular sources vanes. The findings highlight that the effectiveness of messaging on
safe firearm storage for suiclde prevention may depend on the identity of the Individual delivering the message. Mot
eviry individual will find the same messenged equakly credible, even if the message itself remains the same. It is vital to ensure
that both the cantent of the message and the individual delivering the message reflect the needs and perspective of
the intended audience.
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Firearm Safety for Families

Studies show children are Kids are safer when: Kids are safest when:
naturally curious, even Firearms are in a lockbox or firearms are stored
about a firearm they've safe, unloaded. Ammunition is outside the home.

been warned not to touch. locked away separately.

@ *‘EEE-H_‘P;’ I American Academy of Pediatrics %

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALE €U | LEDILER™

Keep the “safe” in fiream safety

Hiding a gun is not enough! Kids are curious, and studies
show they usually know where a family keeps a gun.

Gun safes can lower the risk a curious child will be hurt:

i}
|

Safe or lockbox Locked gun Gun trigger locks — Lock box
for handguns safe for rifles inexpensive and effective for ammo

@ r'E"f’”iIT)j'_ &, ' American Academy of Pediatrics %

DEDICATED TO THE MEALTH OF ALL CHILDVANNS
Source: Guns i the Home, American Academy of Pediatries Counell on Injury, Violenee and Poison Prevedtion (AAPCIL). 2021
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Fast Facts: 2019 and 5-Year Averages

Gun Deaths, 2019

In 2019, nearly 40,000 Americans were killed by gun vielence, Including over 14 400 by homicide
and nearly 24.000 by suicide. Gun viclence killed nearly 102 Americans daily, including 3% by
homicide and 466 by suicide. This is a harrifying reality for our country - one we must change.

Gun deaths total, Average daily gun Gun death rate,
201% : deaths, 2019 : 2019

Homicide

Suicide

Unintentional 486
**Legal Intervention 220

Undetermined Intent 248

Total 32,707

Rirtas (istd ore age-adiusted to allow for

Gun Deaths Among Children and Teens, 2019

Tragically, more than 3,300 children and teens (ages 0-19) were killed by gun viclence in 2019,
including over 2,000 by homicide and 1,100 by suicide. An average of nine children and teens were
killed by gun violence daily in 2019, including six by homicide and three by suicide,

Childand teengun : Averagedaily childand : Childand teengun
deaths total, 2019 : teen gundeaths, 2019 . death rate, 2019

Homicide : 2.48
Suicide 1.43
Unintentional y 0.14
Legal Intervention Unreliable

Undetermined Intent 0.08

Total

Bouree: A Public Healib Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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W The following averages are based on the most recent five years of CDC data, 2015-2019. W

Average Number of Gun Deaths, 2015-2019

Every year from 2015 through 2019, an average of nearly 40,000 Americans were killed by puns.
including over 14.000 by homicide and 23,000 by suicide. This totals more than 100 gun deaths
every single day.

. Average annual gun Average daily gun : Averagegun cdeath
deaths, 2015-201% : deaths, 2015-2019 ' rate, 2015-2019

Homicide

Suicide 6,80
Unintentional 0.15
Legal Intervention 0.17

Undetermined Intent 0.09

Total 11.73

Mote: Rates listed o qge-adisied toillow for oorurate s Between populetions with different age distributions.

Average Number of Gun Deaths Among Children and Teens, 2015-2019

On average, over 3,200 children and teens [ages 0-19) were killed by guns annually from 2015-
2019, Including over 1,800 by homicide, 1,100 by suicide, and 115 unintentionally. Nine children
and teens died from gun violence every day.

Average annual . Average daily i Average child and
childandteengun  : childandteengun : teen gun death
deaths, 2015-2019 : deaths, 2015-2019 | rate, 2015-2019

Homicide

Suicide
Unintentional
Legal Intervention

Undetermined Intent

Total

Souree: A Public Healih Crisis Decades in the Making, Edueational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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Gun Deaths in the United States:
2019 and Trends Over Time

Gun violence was a leading cause of death in 2019, FIGURE 1

On average, 102 individuals died from gun violence Number of Gun Deaths by Intent, 2019

every day in 2019, For the year in total:

s 39,707 pecple died from gun violence in the U5, a
smzll decrease of 33 gun deaths from 2018, 2.112
more Americans died by gun viclence (32,707) than
by car crashes (37.595).

e |t was the third consecutive year of nearly 40,000 gun
deaths, capping a decade during which the overall gun
death rate increased 17% (10.1 to 11.86 deaths per
100,000, age-adjusted, 2010-2019).

e Males were disproportionately impacted across
all forms of gunviolence and accounted for 86% of
gundeath victims. Black males were at especially
high risk, with the highest rate of gun death among i3
demographic groups (43.09 deaths per 100,000), % Homicide

Unintentional

Suicide

Gun violence comes in many forms and that was true in
2019

ndetermined

Legal Intervention
s The proportionof homicides upticked slightly as
compared to the previous year, representing 34% of
all gundeaths. More than 14,400 individuals were
firearm homicide victims in 2019, including 2,023 children and teens (ages 0-17). This equated to
an average of 3% fuearm homicides every day.

# Suicides continued to make up 60% of all gun deaths, Nearly 24,000 individuals died by firearm
suicide, including 1,147 children and teens (ages 0-19). This equated to an average of 46 lives lost
every day.

o While the majority of gun deaths are homicides and suicides (combined 26%). people died by other
forms ef gunviolence toe, including unintentional ” legal intervention,” and undetermined intent.”

i 1) oles erenia y
~Funintengdona! mjun and 3 ¢ firasrmy, piHza

o e ol

a ciurse of dealty irseatlgations, there dre some s ses
shnctian betaaes ar wnintsmbz el iy st feueide)

Bourve; A Public Health Crisis Depades in the Making. Educational Fand to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGVY. 2021
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The Lethality and Accessibility of Firearms Drives Up Homicides and Suicides

Due to their high lethality and ease of accessibllity, firearms are often the method of choice for both
homicides and suicides.

FIGURE 2
Homicide and Suicide by Injury Method (Firearm v. Non-Flrearm), 2019

Firearm ¥ Firearm
Number of Number of
Homicides by Other Suicides by Other
Method injury Method injury

method method

In 2019, 75% of all homicides were committed by firearm:

« While enly 22% of attempted homicides with a gun are lethal, guns are still an incredibly lethal
means that may also result in nonfatal but very sericus injuries.’

e Guns are used In homicides nearly nine times more than the second most comrmon method of
homicide (cutting/piercing) 2nd more than 30 times more than suffocation.

In 2019, 50% of all suicides invelved firearms:

+ While poisaning is the most commaonly used suicide atfempt method (used in approximately 0% of
all suicidal acts), firearms, which account for less than 10% of all suicidal acts.® account for half of all
suicide deaths.

* While poisoning s lethal less than 3% of the time, 90% of suicide attempts involving firearms are
lethal.”

» The second most lethal suicide attempt method is drowning (56% of suicidal acts by drowning result
indeath). yet it is far less likely to happen.” There were nearly 46 times more firearm suicide deaths
than deaths by drowningin 2019,

hoararAguirra AE, Cerdd b, B Wintermuts G {201T) Congtant sthality of gurishst injuriasfrom frsamy assault Unibsd Stabes, 2003-2012; Arsarisen Joursal of

aricid e oage-Tacaliy ravesin the Linited Shaves, 2007 o 2014 5 natlomwide populstion-hesad stuay Anmnisaf Iiereon Medione

Sonreer A Public Health Crisis Decades i the Muking. Educationnl Fund to Stop Gon Vielence (EFBGV). 2021
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FIGURE 3
Homicide Rates, by Method, 2019
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FIGURE 4
Suicide Rates, by Method, 2019

Suffocation

Poisoning

Fall

Cut/Pierce

Other specified, classifiable Injury
Drowning

Other land transport

Fire/Flame

Specified (not elsewhere
classified) Injury

Age adjusted rate per 100000
Souree: A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGV). 2021
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Two Decades of Gun Violence

One way to better understand gun violence is to explore its changes and impacts on communities
aver time. By examining the last two decades of gundeath data, we see that gun violence deaths
have escalated In recent years. driven by a significant spike in firearm homicides and steady growth
infirearm suicides.

Gun Violence Trends, 2000-2019

Nearly 40,000 peaple died by gun violence in 2019, part of a three-year-cluster in which there were
nearly 40,000 annual gun deaths. This capped a two-decade period during which nearly 570,000
lives were lost to gun violence -- similar to the entire population of Wyoming,

e Over the last 20 years, the most recent five years have been the deadliest. The highest gun death
rate occurred in 2017, followed by 2018, 2019, 2016, and 2015.

¢ The largest single-year increase in the overall gun death rate was from 2014 to 2015; this
substantial 7.3% Jump can be directly attributed to the astronomical increase in the firearm
homicide rate that year.

» The lowest gundeath rate over the last 20 years occurred in 2004, 13 years prior to the peak. The
next lowest gun death rates occurred in 2009, 2010, 2000, and 2011

* Theincreasefrom the lowest to highest gun death rate {occurring in 2004 and 2017, respectively)
was 20%.

Firearm Homicide Trends, 2000-2019

More than 14,000 people were killed by firearm hemicide in 2019, capping two decades during
which maore than 200.000 |ives were last to firearm homicide, more Americans than were lost in
World War | and Vietnam combined.

s After years of decline (from 2006-2011), the firezrm homicide rate fluctuated before an
astronomical rise from 2014 to 2015,

o Over the last 20 years, the most recent four years have been the deadliest. The highest firearm
homicide rate occurred in 2017, followed by 2016, 2019, 2018, and 2006.

& The largest single-yegar increase in the firearm homicide rate was from 2014 to 2015, when the
rate increased 18%. Another substantial jump in the firearm homicide rate occurred the following
vear, from 2015 to 2016, when the rate increased 11%.

e The lowest firearm homicide rate aver the last 20 years was in 2014, three years prior to the peak.
The next lowest firearm homicide rates occurredin 2011 2013, 2010, and 2000,

s Theincrease from the lowest to highest firearm homicide rate (occurringin 2014 and 2017,
respectively) was 31%.

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Degades in the Making, Edugational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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Firearm Suicide Trends, 2000-2019

Nearly 24,000 Americans died by firearm suicide in 2019, capping two decades during which more
than 340,000 pecple were lost to firearm suicide, 50,000 mare than the number of US. troops killed
in'WorldWar I1.

& Overzll, the firearm suicide epidemic has been growing, despite the year 2019 showing a slight
reprieve, with the rate dropping by nearly 3% from 2018

e Overthe last 20 years, the most recent five years have been the deadliest. The highest firearm
suicide rate occurred in 2018, followed by 2017, 2019, 2014, and 2015,

» The largest single-year increase in the firearm suicide rate was from 2015 to 2016, when the rate
increased 3.7%. The single-vear increase was similar (3.6%) from 2007 to 2008, The change inthe
firearm suicide rate from yvear to year has been consistently and steadily increasing, with only a
few exceptions.

» The lowest firearm suicide rate over the last 20 years occurved in 2006, 12 years prior to the peak,
The next lowest gun death rates occurred at the start of the new millenium, in 2007, 2004, 2005,
znd 2003,

# Theincrease from the lowest to highest firearm suicide rate (occurring in 2006 and 2018,
respectively| was 275%.

FIGURE 5
Number of Gun Deaths, 2000-2019
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Souree: A Public Health Crisis Decades in the Making, Educational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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FIGURE &
Gun Death Rates by Intent, 2000-201%
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Disproportionate Impacts

Gun Violence Overall by Demographics

While nobody is immune from gun viclence, some demographic groups are at much higher risk than
others:

By sex:
@@ s Males are six times more likely te die by gun violence (any intent) than females, making
up BA% of US. firearm deaths in 2019 (84% of homicides and 87% of suicides),

By age:

{} :ﬁ]@ s Gun deaths impact both younger and older generations. In fact, the age groups most
impacted by gun deaths are young adults {ages 15-34) followed by older adults (ages
75 and older). This is primarily due to homicide victims being disproportionately young
and suicide decedents skewing more elderly.

By race/ethnicity among males:

# Black males are disproporticnately impacted and have by far the highest rate of gun
death, nearly twice as high (1.8x) as the second-highest [and also disproportional)
rate of gun death among American Indian/Alaska Native males. Continuing in order
descending by rate are White, Latino/Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islanders. Black
maleswere more than twice as likely todie by firearms than White males in 2019%.

By race/ethnicity among females:

* The highest firearm death rate is among American Indian/Alaska Natives. followed
closely by Black females. Continuing in order descending by rate: are White, Latino/
Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific lslanders. American Indian/Alaska Native females were 1.4
times more likely to die by firearms than the White females in 2019,

To stop gun vialence in all its forms, broad prevention efforts to reduce risk to the population

as a whole must be implemented together with tailored solutions for high-risk populations.
Understanding how risk differs across the population by sex. race/ethnicity. and age. and broken
down by gun death intent (homicide and suicide), is critical for deslgning these interventions.

Demographic categories:

The COCWOMNDER database allowws mortality clata to be braken down inta the following demographic categories: age,
sex, race, and Hispanic origin The four racecategories are American Indian or &laskan Native, Asian or Pacific [slander,
Black or African &merican,and White Hispanic origin is considered anethnicity, which is swhy it is not considered arace
category. Forexample, a person may beclassified as American Indian/laskan Mative and Hispanic, Asian and Hispanic,
Black and Hispanie, or White and Hispanie. Hispanie arigin s classified as "Hispanic or Lating” or "Not Hispanic ar Lating.”

For our analysis, we chose to use "Hispanicor Lating® as adistinct category regardiess of race, and selected "Mat
Hispanic or Latina” for esch of the face categories, This ensured that individuals were not counted bwice in different
demographic groups and follows common practice used by the COC for data anabyses.,

Souree: A Public Healih Crisis Decades in the Making, Edueational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGV)
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Homicide by Demographics

There was a 66x difference in risk of firearm homicide between Black males and Asian females (the
highest and lowest risk demographics. respectively). A closer look at demographic data reveals:

@@ By sex:
¢ More thaneight in ten U.5. firearm homicide victims were male (84%) in 2019. Males
were five times more likely to be victims than females.

By age:
@ @@ﬁ » Firearm homicide victims are disproportionately young. Across the population -- all
races combined, all sexes -- the highest risk age for dying by firearm homicide was 15-
24 years old, Separated by race/ethnicity, this young age (15-24) is the highest risk age
for Black, Hispanic/Lating, and Aslan/Pacific Islanders, but the risk Is highest at slightly
older ages for American Indian/Alaska Native (25-34) and White [35-44) populations.

By race/ethnicity among males:

e Fifty-three % of all firearm homicide victims (63% of male victims) in 2019 were
Black males. Across all ages. Black men were nearly 8 times more likely to die by
firearm homiclde than the general population (all sexes) and 14 times more likely to
die by firearm homicide than White men. Black males were followed by (in order of
decreasing risk]: American Indian/Alaska Native, Latino/Hispanic, White. and Asian/
Pacific Islander males.

¢ Young Black males (15-34) are especially disproportionately impacted, making up 2%
of the population but accounting for 37% of all gun homicide fatalities in 201%. Their
rate of firearm homicide was more than 20 times higher than White males of the same
ape group.

By race/ethnicity among females:

¢ Black females had the highest risk of firearm homicide among females of all other
races and ethnicities, followed by (in order of decreasing risk): American Indian/Alaska
Mative, Latino/Hispanic, White, and Aslan/Pacific Islander females. Black females
and American Indian/Alaska Native females also were both at greater risk of firearm
homicide than both White and Aslan/Pacific Islander males. Black femzles were more
than four times more likely to be firearm homicide victims than White females.

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Degades in the Making, Edugational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV), 2021
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Suicide by Demographics

Therewas a 38.5x difference in firearm suicide risk between White men and Asian women (the
highest and lowest risk demographics, respectively). A closer lock at demographic data reveals:

By sex;

@@ s Nearly nineinten LS. firearm suicide decedents are male (87% In 20179), reflecting
the incireased risk of firearm sulicide for males as compared tofemales across all races/
ethnicities and age groups. Males were nearly seven Limes more likely to die by firearm
suicide than females.

By age:

@@@a While the overall data shows that firearm suicide victims were dispropertionately elderly
{75+ is the highest risk age group for the population as a whole), this was skeweel by White
men, the highest risk demographic.

e The risk for White males increased across the lifespan and peaked at ages 75+,

* Among malesof each racial and ethnic identity other than White, the risk of suicide by
firearm peaked much younger, among men ages 15-34.

» The risk of firearm suicide for White females peaked at ages 45-54in 2015.

» Among females of each racizl and ethnic identity other than White, the risk of suicide
by firearm peaked younger, among women ages 25-34,

By race/ethnicity among males:

« The majority of all firearm suicide decedents are White males (73%). White males had the
highest firearm suicide rate overall, followed by (in arder of decreasing risk): American
Indian/Alaska Native, Black, Latino/Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islander males.

» Across all ages, White men were more than twice as likely to die by firearm suicide
than the general population (all sexes). Amerlcan Indlan/Alaska Natlve males also have
adisproportionately high rate of firearm suicide (11,16 deaths per 100,000), although
there are far fewer suicide deaths among this demographic due to the smaller size of the
population asawhole. In 20192, 17,427 White males and 152 American Indian/Alaska
males died by firearm suicide.

» White males were at the highest risk for firearm suicide at all ages except 15-34, during
which the risk was highest for American Indian/Alaska Native males.

By racefethnicity among females:

o The majority of all female firearm suicide decedents are White females (86%), White
females had the highest firearm suicide rate both overall and within each age group,
fallowed by (in order of decreasing risk): American Indian/Alaska Native, Black, Latino/
Hispanic, and Asian/Pacific Islander females,

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Degades in the Making, Edugational Fand to Stop Gun Violence (EFSGV). 2021
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FIGURE 7
Gun Death Rates by Demographic Groups, 2019
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Geographic Variations

Owerall gundeath rates at the state level show substantial variation, such as the seven-fold
difference in risk between the states with the lowest and highest overall gun death rates
{Massachusetts and Alaska in 2019, respectively). In 2019, by urbanization level:

s The total gun dezth rate was highest in the most rural counties, driven largely by having the
highest rate of firearm sulcide as compared to other urbanization levels.

¢ Homicide rates, on the other hand, were highest inurban counties {large central metro and
medium metro counties), but much more evenly distributed across urbanization levels. with a
smaller spread between the lowest and highest rates.

¢ The total gun death rate was lowest in the suburbs {large fringe metro counties), a combination of
having the lowest homicide rate and second-lowest suicide rate.

A person's geographic location is directly connected to the risk of gun violence. For example, in
Maryland in 2019, someone living in Baltimore City was 13 times more likely to die by firearm than
someone living 40 miles down the road in Mentgomery County. Understanding these differences
adds critical context to gun violence prevention efforts.

Why use rates of deaths?

While numbers of gun deaths can help illustrate the burden of gun viclence in a particular community,
because the total population varies significantly by gecgraphic area, firearm death rates (the number of
gun deaths per 100,000 total population) provide an impertant measure for comparison, For example,
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois has by far the highest number of firearm homicides out of any county

in the celuntry, averaging over 400 each year. However, because Cook County hasa population of 5.2
million residents, the firearm homicide rate islower than many ether large metro counties with smaller
populations, Infact. Cook County's firearm homicide rate is, on average, 12 12 deaths per 100,000 people,
rankingit 72nd in the country and a fraction of the homicide rate in the highest rate counties, such as
Macon County, Alabama, which had the highest firearm homicide rate from 2015-2019 -- 44 44 deaths
per 100,000 people -- an average of eight gun homicides peryear in a population less than 20,000 people.
Clearly, the sheer number of firearm homicides lllustrates that Cook County is in the midst of a gun
violepce crisis, but this crisis is not unigue to Chicago; it is equally devastating in cities across the United
States and among more rural counties, as well.
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FIGURE 8
Gun Death Rates by State, Ranked Lowest to Highest, 2019
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Overall Gun Violence Rates Across the States

The five states with the highest overall gun death rates in 2019 were Alaska, Mississippi, Wyoming,
New Mexico, and Alabama. Alaska had the highest gun death rate for 7 of the last 10 years. which in
2019 was seven times higher than Massachusetts, which had the lowest rate. Mississippi ranked in
the five highest overall gun death rates inthe country every vear in the last decade, while Alabama
and Louisiana did so for all but one year.

On the other end of the spectrum, the five states with the lowest overall gun death rates in 2019 were
Massachusetts. New York, New Jersey. Hawaii, and Rhode lsland. Hawail, Massachusetts, New York,
and Rhode Island each ranked in the five lowest overall gun death rates for all of the last 10 vears.

Figure 8displays how the 50 states and District of Columbia fared with gun deaths in201%,

ranking them from lowest to highest gun death rate. It additionally shows the proportion of deaths
attributed to homicide, suicide. and other intents (law enforcement intervention, unintentional, and
unclassified).

FIGURE 9
Gun Death Rates by State, 2019
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A Closer Look: Gun Vicolence by Intent Across Counties and Urbanization Levels

Locking more closely at gun violence at the county level, separated by intent (homicice and sulcide),
helps te better understand the burden of gun violence in 2 specific community. We looked at 2019 data
by county urbanization level and individual county data using five-year averages from 2015-201% (just
one year of data would not produce a relizble rate of gun homicide or suicide for comparison).

While county-level data layers valuable context on top of state data, data at an even more local level
- census tracts -- is much needed to truly understand concentrations of gun viclence. Because county
size varies significantly within and between states, data at this level does not consistently portray the
most accurate representation of the local areas most impacted by plin violence. Taking a closer look
at Los Angeles (LA) County, CA, which has a2 population of 10 milllen, we find that it had 670 firearm
hornicides in 2019, a rate of 647 deaths per 100,000 people, which is above the national average but
below the state average. Stopping here, however, would be insufficient, as LA County county comprises
neighborhoods and cities with populztions larger than many LLS. counties and extremely disparate
firearm homicide rates. For example, Burbank and Compton, cities in LA County with populations

of approximately 100,000 each, had one and sixteen firearm homicides in 2019,% respectively. They
shoulder very different burdens of gun viclence and require different approaches to prevention.

About urbanization levels:

The CDC classifies counties by level of urbanization using a six-leve! urban-to-rural classification scheme.
The most urban category consists of “central” counties of large metropolitan areas and the most rural
category consists of nonmetrapalitan "noncore” counties, The six classification levels for countiesfrom
most urban to most rural are large central metre (=1 million population and covers.a principal city), large
fringe metro (21 million population but does not cover a principal city, akin to suburbs), medium metro
{250,000 but <1 millien population), small metre (<250,000 population), micropalitan (nenmetrg; has an
urban cluster of 210,000 but <50.000 population), and noncore (nonmetro; most rural). Ses the Glossary
for formal definitions of each,

FIGURE 10
Gun Death Rates by Urbanization, 2019
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FIGURE 11
Counties with the Highest Rates of Firearm Homicide and Suicide, 2015-201%9
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Geography of Homiclde

Ey urbanization level:

When clustered by urbanization level, the highest rate of firearm homicide In 2015 was
in large central metro counties (most urban), 1.3 times higher than the national average
and 1.8 times higher than large fringe metro counties (suburbs), where the homiclde rate
is lowest. The next highest rates were in medium metro and then noncore metro (most
rural) counties. As compared to firearm suicide rates, the firearm homicide rate was
more evenly distributed across all types of counties, the difference between the most
urban and most rural counties was much smaller, and there was no clear trend to track
rates as counties became more rural or urban, Because of their higher rates and large
populations, the vast majority -- 89% -- of firearm homicides occur in metropolitan areas
(large, medium, and small metro and large fringe metro).

Looking at specific counties:

When looking at individual counties rather than consolidated by urbanization, a
different pattern emerges. Of the 20 countles with the highest rates of firear m homicide,
the majority are rural (14/20 were noncore or micropolitan non-metre) and only the
remaining 6 are metropolitan (large, medium, and small metro, and large fringe metro).
While high rates in sparsely-populated counties represent small total numbers of
deaths, these rates are alarmingly high and indicate a significant burden on communities,
Notably, 19 of the top 20 are in the South.

See appendix 6 for the list of counties with the highest firearm homicide rates.

FIGURE 12
Proportion of Firearm Homicides by Urbanization Level, 201%

@ 42.7% Large Central Metro

@ 17.7% LargeFringe Metro
& 20.7% Medium Metro
71.5% Small Metro
6.7% Micropolitan (Monmetro)

NonCore (Nonmetro)

Bourve; A Public Health Crisis Depades in the Making. Educational Fand to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGVY 2021

BRIEFING BOOKS




Geography of Suicide

By urbanization level:

The firearm suicide rate increases as counties become more rural. When clustered by
urbanization level, in 2019, noncore (non-metre, most rural) counties had the highest
rate of firearm suicide. 1.7 times higher than the national average and 2.6 times higher
than large central metro (urban, big city) counties, where the firearm sulcide rate was
lowest. Because the total population is concentrated in cities and large suburbs as
compared tomore rural areas, the majority of firearm suicides -- 78% — still ocour in
metropolitan areas (large, medium, 2nd small metro, and large fringe metro), despite the
lower rates.

Looking at specific counties:
The 20 counties with the highest rates of firearm suicide from 2015-2019 were mostly

rural (17720 were noncore or micropolitan nonmetro) and nearly all dlustered in the
Mountain West (12/20) and Scuth (7/20).

See appendix 7 for the list of counties with the highest firearm suicide rates.

FIGURE 13
Proportion of Firearm Suicides by Urbanization Level, 2019
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Gun Violence as a Leading Cause of Death

A Leading Cause of Death Among Young People

Linlike other leading causes of death, such as cancer or heart disease, gun violence
disproportionately impacts children and young adults.

Children and teens 1-19 vears:

Firearms were the leading cause of death in 2019 for American children and teens ages 1-19,
prematurely taking the lives of nearly 3,400 Americans - the second-highest total in twenty years
-- and accounting for nearly cne in ten deaths in this age group. Of these youngest victims, 44%
were Black. More than half of all Black teens {15-19) who died in 2019 — a staggering 57% - were
killed by gun violence. While suicides are 60% of all gun deaths across the whole LS, population,
homicides are the most common type of gun death among children and teens -- 60% of child and
teen gun deaths were homicides and 34% were suicides.

Young adults 20-39 years:

Firearms are the leading cause of death for young adults ages 20-24 as well, accounting for almost
one infour deathsin this age group and over half of the deaths among young Black men, specifically.
While firearms drop to be the second leading cause of death for the general population for ages 25-
34 they hold their position as the leading cause of death among Black men through age 39.

Total population under 40 years:

Intotal, 19,524 Americans under the age of 40 died by gun violence in 2019 -- 49% of all gun
deaths. But while we know the numbers, the loss is immeasurable. When a young person is shot
and killed, they lose decades of potential: the potential to grow up, have a family, contribute to
society, and pursue their passions in life. Familles lose a child, parent, or other loved one; the loss
is felt across neighborhoods and communities. Despite the enormous toll gun violence inflicts on
Americans, scant attention and enly minimal funding is allocated to study and prevent this leading
cause of death among voung people.

FIGURE 14

Leading Causes of Death for Americans, Ages 1-39
By Injury Mechanismand all Other Leading Causes

Poizoning

Fireasm

Metor Vehicle Crask

All other diseases
Cancers

Heart Diseases
Suffocation

Other dinical 2nomalies

Liver Diseasas i

Dirowning
5,000 10,000 15,000 20.000 25000 30,000 35,000
Number of dezths

Sourve: A Public Healih Crisis Decades in the Making, Edueational Fund to Stop Gun Vielence (EFSGV). 2021

BRIEFING BOOKS




Firearm Fatalities Compared to Other Forms of Fatal Injuries

Injuries make up 2 substantial burden of premature death in the United States, and among
injury mechanisms, firearms are cneof the deadliest. In 2017, poisonings, falls. firearms, motor
vehicle crashes, and suffocation were the five leading causes of injury-related death. Gun deaths
outnumbered all the remaining causes of injury-related death combined.

Compared to car crashes:

The burden of firearm injury is often compared tocar crashes, and their numbers are similar. In the
last three years, however, for Lhe first time more Americans died by guns than by car crashes {in
2019, 39,707 and 37 595 deaths, respectively). Reducing motor vehicle injuries and their severity
has long been a focus of injury prevention policy; while there is clearly more work to do, substantial
reductions have been made, A similarly comprehensive approach to gun violence prevention also
holds promise,™"

FIGURE 15
Firearm Deaths and Mctor Vehicle Traffic Deaths, 2000-201%
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FIGURE 16
Total Injury Deaths by Mechanism, 2019
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Policy Recommendations to
Stop Gun Violence

Gun violence is an ongoing yet preventable public health tragedy affecting communities all over

the United States. It is also a complex issue that requires many approaches to its prevention,
starting with the collection and timely dissemination of data. The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence
and Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence are committed to advancing evidence-based policies,
programs, and practices and ensuring that these preventative measures are designed and
implemented eguitably. Fortunately, there are a myriad of effective options at the federal, state, and
local levels.

To improve how firearms data are collected and disseminated, we recommend all levels of
government:

¢ Collect more comprehensive gun violence data for fatal and non-fatal firearm injuries, shootings
that may not involve physical injuries, police-invelved shootings, and firearm-invelved crimes
where no shots were fired, including domestic violence-related threats.

» Make data publicly available where possible. particularly to researchers studying gun viclence
andits prevention.

» [nvest inresources to support the timely release of firearms injury and fatality data.

To stop gun violence in all its forms, we recommend:

s Apply the public health approach, with an equity lens, for effective gun violence prevention.’”

e Fund and conduct gun violence research, and improve data infrastructure, whichis fundamental
foreffective gun violence prevention.

o Enact and implement a true universal background check law that requires background checks
on all gun sales and transfers, including private and online sales, and eliminate "default proceed”
sales.

e Enact and implement state firearm licensing laws and support equitable implementation through
local, state, and federal funding.

» Enact and implement state extreme risk laws to prevent tragedy befare it occurs and support
robust implementation through federal funding.

o |iwvest in community violence intervention and prevention programs and address the underlying
social and economic inequalities that drive firearm violence,

» Support implementation of healthcare professional training on lethzal means safety counseling
so they ave prepared to ask patients about firearm access and provide effective and respectful
counseling when appropriate.

# Expand both federal and state domestic violence firearm prohibitions to reduce abusers’ access to
firearms and improve collection and reporting of domestic violence-related data.
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» Reinstate the federal ban on assault weapons and large-capacity magazines.

= Prohibit the manufacture, puirchase, and possession of "ghost guns.”

# Repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA).

s Require that new semi-automatic pistols manufactured. sold. or imported into the LS. are
equipped with micrestamping technology.

» Enact and implement state prohibitions on the open carry of firearms in public and strongly
regulate concealed carry of firearms to help protect public safety.

» Repeal state-level stand your ground laws, which run counter to centuries of self-defense
doctrine and make it legal for individuals to kill another evenwhen they can easily and safely
retreat.

* |mprove police accountability and strengthen police legitimacy through procedurally just policing
practices.
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APPENDIX 1:
United States Gun Deaths by Intent, 2000-2019

: Firearm : Legal Gun Deaths by
Total Gun ! Firearm : Homicide ! Unintentional Intervention @ Undetermined
Deaths ¢ Suicide Deaths Deaths i Gun Deaths Deaths" ] Intent

28.663 10,801
29,573 11,348
30,242 11829
30,134 11,920
27,569 11.624
30.694 12,352
30,894 12791
a1.224 12,632
31593 12,179
31,347 11,493
31,672 11,078
32351 11.068
33,563 11,622
33630 11,208
33.5%94 11.008
36,252 12,979 g 484
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39,740 13,958 539
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APPENDIX 2:
United States Gun Death Rates, by Intent, 2000-2019

¢ Firearm Suicide Firearm ¢ Unintentional
Gun Death Rate : Rate (age : HomicideRate :@ GunDeathRate
{ageadjusted) ©  adjusted)per | (ageadjusted) | (ageadjusted)
per 100,000 100,000 ! per100,000 :  per100,000
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APPENDIX 3:

United States Gun Death Numbers by Firearm

A ‘ Total Gun : Homicide Firearm
Demographic Groups, 2017 Deaths Deaths : Suicide Deaths

Female (all races/ethnicities) 5.666 2287 3,216
American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)

Asian or Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)

Black (non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any race)

Male {all racesfethnicities)

American Indian or Alaska Native
{non-Hispanic)

Asian or Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic)
Black (non-Hispanic)
White (nen-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any race)

APPENDIX 4: Total Gun Firearm Firearm

United States Gun Death Rates by EEZ‘:;::E ng ?“j;ii'f’if:;]e 5 f‘:'“’::,“’t‘:dj
Demographic Groups, 2019 : ik i

per 100,000 : per 100,000 per 100,000

Female (all races/ethnicities) 3.39 - 142 - 1.85

American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)
Asian or Pacific Islander {non-Hispanic)

Black (non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latine (any race)

Male {all races/ethnicities)

American Indian or Alaska Native (non-Hispanic)
Asian or Pacific Istander {nen-Hispanic)

Black {non-Hispanic)

White (non-Hispanic)

Hispanic or Latino (any racej
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APPENDIX 5:
State Variations, 2019
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APPENDIX 6:

Counties with the Highest Firearm Homicide Rates, 2015-201%

Ranking,
Highest
to Lowest
Firearm
Homicide
Rate

Macon County, AL
Petersburg City, VA
St. Louls Clty, MO
Phillips County, AR
Baltimore City, MD
Drallas County, AL
Washington County, MS
Orleans Parish, LA
Halmes County, MS
Coahoma County, M5
Jefferson County, AR
Leflore County, MS
Adams County, M5
Hinds County, M&
Dranville City, Wi
Mississippi County, AR
Wance County. NC
Colleton County, SC
Robeson County, NC

Hampton County, SC

| Urbanization

MonCare [Monmetro)
Large Fritge Metro
Large Central Metrg
Micropolitan [Nonmetra)
Large Central Metro
Micropalitan (Nonmetra)
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Large Central Metro
MonCore [Monmetro)
Micropelitan (Nonmetra)
Small Metra
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Micropolitan (Nonmetra)
Medium Metro
Micropolitan (Nonmetro)
Micropolitan (Noenmetre)
Micropelitan (Nenmetro)
hNonCaore [Monmetro)
Micropalitan (Nonmetra)

NonCaore (Monmetro)

| Firearm

: Homicide

: Deaths

: {2015-2019)

! Population
{per year)

18 666
31,804
307,826
18,574
608,829
a9.172
46,111
391,111
17742
23267
£9.127
29,436
31078
738,508
41,169
42,124
44,428
37.720
132,499

19.629

: Firearm

: Homicide
: Rate (age
: adjusted,
 five-year

average)

¢ per 100,000
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APPENDIX 7:

Counties with the Highest Firearm Suicide Rates, 2015-201%

Ranking,
Highest
to Lowest
Firgarm
Suicide
Rate

Park County, CO

La Paz County AZ
Sevier County, UT
Maorgan County, WV

LincolnCounty, MT

Elko County, NV

Duehesne County, UT

Humboldt County, NV

Silver Bow County, MT

MeDowell Caunty, WY

Linta County, WY

Curry County. OR
Marion County, AR
Gunnison County, CO
Lumpkin County, GA
Park County, WY
Macon County, T
Dawsan County, GA
Idahe County, (D

Folk County, AR

: Urbanization

Large Fringe Metro

MonCore (Nonmetro)
MonCore (Monmetra)
MNonCore {(Monmetro)
MonCore (Nonmetro)

Micropolitan
[Nonmetra)

MNonCaore (Nonmetro)

Micrapolitan
(Monmetra)

Micropalitan
(Monmetro}

MenCare (Nonmetra)

Micropolitan
(Nonmetro)

Micropalitan
[(Nonmetro)

MonCore (Nonmetro)
NonCore (Nonmetra)
MonCeore (Nenmetrao)
NenCore (Nonmetro)
Large Fringe Metro

Large Fringe Metro

MNonCore (Nonmetro)

MonCore (Nonmetro)

: Firearm
: Buicide
: Deaths
; (2015-
: 2019)

: Population
: (per year]

17 7964
20,655
21,345
17,703

19,505

32398

20,225

16,861

34737

18 6546

20523

22721
16,471
14,824
32458
29333
23915
24497
16,395

20,104

: Firearm

: Suicide Rate
: [age adjusted,
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Black youth represented less than 15 percent of the total youth population but 52 percent of youth
prosecuted in adult criminal court in 2018. Black youth are nine times more likely than white youth 1o
receive an adult prison sentence, American Indian/Alaska Native youth are almost two times more likely,
and Hispanic youth are 40 percent more likely

Child and teen gun deaths hit a 19-year high in 2017 and have remained

elevated since.

Gun violence was the leading cause of death for children and teens ages 1-19 in 2018, surpassing motor
vehicle accidents for the first time

Im 2019, 3,371 children and teens were killed with guns—one every 2 hours and 36 minutes

Black children and teens had the highest gun death rate, followed by American Indian/Alaska Mative
children and teens. Black children and teens were 4 times more likely to die from gun violence than
their white peers

The United States has more guns than people—and nearly 1 in 5 are sold without background checks

Family separation and anti-immigrant policies are dangerous to
l:hlldren s health development, and well-being.

Nearly 1in 4, approximately 18 million, U.S. children lived with at least one immigrant parent in 2018

Maore than 1in 4 immigrant children did not have health coverage in 2019, 25.5 percent compared to
5.1 percent of native-born citizen children.

An estimated 6.9 million children lived with undocumented parents. Chronic uncertainty and distress
about the threat of enforcement activity destroy children's sense of safety and their mental health

Each Day in America

mathers die from complications of childbirth
children are killed by abuse or neglect.
children or teens die by suicide,
children or teens are killed with 2 gun
20 children or Teens die from accidents
HWis children or teens are injured with a gun
59 babies die before their first birthday.
21 children are arrested for violent crimes
223 children are arrested for drug crimes
g4 public schoal students are corporally punished.*
678 babies are born without health insurance
827 babies are born into extreme poverty
860 babies are born with low birthweight
1541 babies are born into poverty
1,785 children are confirmed as abused or neglected
1,909 children are arrested
2,906 high school students drop out*
14,206 public school students are suspended *

Based on 180 school days a year

Source: The State of America’s Children, Children's Diefense Fund, 2021

BRIEFING BOOKS




GUN VIOLENCE

2 HOURS AND
36 MINUTES

ven before COVID-19, another epidemic was killing our children at higher rates: gun viclence.

Gun violence was the leading cause of death for all children and teens ages 1-19 in 201B, surpassing
motor vehicle accidents for the first time in history.! Children and teens are far more likely to die from
gunfire than COVID-19,? yet our leaders continue to allow gun violence to go uncurbed and gun laws to
go unchanged.

After years of congressional inaction, a growing number of children are paying with their lives. In 2019,
3371 American children and teens were killed with guns—enough to fill more than 168 classrooms of
20 [see Table 35)
Child and teen gun deaths hit a 19-year high in 2017 and have remained elevated since?
In 2019, nine children and teens were killed with guns each day in America—one every 2 hours
and 36 minutes.®
Guns killed more children and teens than cancer, pneurnonia, influenza, asthma, HIV/AIDs, and
opioids combined.®
While mass shootings grabbed fieeting public and policymaker attention, routine gunfire took
the lives of more children and teens every week than the Parkland, Sandy Hook, and Columbine
massacres combined
Since 1963, nearly 193,000 children and teens have been killed with guns on American soil—
more than four times the number of US. soldiers killed in action in the Vietnam, Persian Gulf,
Afghanistan, and Irag wars combined.®

Shamefully, gun deaths reflect only part of the devastating toll of America’s growing gun violence
epidemic. Many more children and teens are injured than killed with guns each day in our nation
For every child or teen fatally shot, another 5 suffered non-fatal gunshot wounds”’
An estimated 16,644 children and teens were injured with guns in 2018—one every 32 minutes®

Cun violence affects all children, but children of color, boys, and older youth are at greatest risk.
Black children and teens had the highest gun death rate in 2019 (11.9 per 100,000} followed by
American Indian/Alaska Native children and teens (6.4 per 100,000) *
Although Black children and teens made up only 14 percent of all children and teens in 2019, they
accounted for 43 percent of child and teen gun deaths™
Black children and teens were four times more likely to be killed with guns than their white peers."
Eighty-six percent of children and teens who died from gunfire in 2019 were boys. Boys were six
times more likely than girls to die in gun homicides. Black boys were 18 times more likely to be
killed in gun homicides than white boys.=
Eighty-five percent of child and teen gun deaths occurred among 15- to 19-year-olds, but infants
and toddlers were far from immune. Guns killed more preschoolers than law enforcement officers
in the line of duty. In 2019, 86 children under 5 were killed with guns compared with 51 law
enforcement officers in the line of duty.”

Mo child is safe in a nation with easy access to deadly weapons. Even before the pandemic drove up fear
and gun sales, there were too many firearms in our homes and streets—and a shocking number were
sold without background checks

As of 2017, American civilians owned 393 million firearms—more than one gun per person,

In contrast, U.S. military and law enforcement agencies possessed 55 milllon.™

Souree: The State of America’s Children, Children's Defensge Fund. 2021
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Americans accounted for less than five percent of the global population, but owned nearly half

(46 percent) of all civilian guns in the world."

Mearly 1in 5 guns are sold without a background check due to a loophole in federal law exempting
sales at gun shows, online, or between private individuals.”

Children are learning there are no safe spaces in our gun-saturated nation. Many children even live
in homes with loaded, unlocked guns and know where they are kepl. Too often, this leads to tragic
accidents and preventable deaths. With a growing number of children learning and playing at home
during COVID-related closures, the risk of gun accidents and suicides has only increased
A third of households with children have a gun and nearly half of gun-owning households with
children do not store all of their firearms safely.”
An estimated 4.6 million children live in homes with at least one unlocked and loaded gun—and
most children know where these guns are kept.'"” About 3 in 4 children ages 5-14 with gun-owning
parents know where firearms are stored and rmore than 1 in 5 have handled a gun in the home
without their parents’ knowledge.™
Guns in the home are more likely to endanger than protect loved ones. The presence of a gun in
the home makes the likelihood of homicide three times higher, suicide three to five times higher
and accidental death four times higher*”
Eight children and teens are killed or injured in acadental shootings involving an improperly stored
gun each day in America®

It is long past time for leaders to end America's gun violence epidemic. Congress must urgently pass
common-sense gun safety measures like universal background checks and child access prevention laws
to protect children from firearms in their homes, schools, and communities. All children deserve the
chance to live, learn, and play safely—free from violence and fear

COVID-19 is Magnifying Our Gun Violence Epidemic and
Highlighting the Need for Immediate Reform

The pahdens:c has created and exacerbated so many cnises for children and families and qun
violence is no exception. Unprecedented increases in gun sales—coupled with financial insecurity,
social isolation, and other stressors—are magrnfylhg America's gun violence crisis
Mearly two million guns were sold in March 2020 alone—the second highest number of
guns ever sold in a single month—and this disturbing trend continued in the months
that followed.*
Even with much of the country on lockdown, mass shootings hit a record high in 2020
Children witnessed, suffered, or died in 611 mass shootings in 2020—up from 417 in 20197
Gun accidents in the home have also surged during the pandemic. School and child care
closures have exacerbated children's risk of dying in gun accidents at home. Between March
and May 2020, accidental gun deaths by children increased by 30 percent relative to rates
over the past three years
The pandemic has alsc intensified factors that contribute 1o gun-related domestic viclence
and community violence: job losses and financial insecurities have left victims of domestic
violence more vulnerable to harm as well as fueling community gun viclence ™

The COVID-12 crisis has exposed the consequences of our nation's longstanding failure to pass
policies to keep children safe where they live and learn. Our leaders must not only advance
meaningful solutions to address the COVID-19 crisis but also the ongoing gun violence crisis in
America. We cannot allow children to die at the hands of these crises

Souree; The State of Am ‘s Children. Children’s Defense Fund. 2021
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