




































EDITOR'S 

NOTE 

Our second Briefing Book is being released

at a time when our communities continue to 

experience unprecedented turmoil. The global 

coronavirus persists, and although the 

availability of vaccination has enabled many 

restrictions that were in place in 2020 to be 

lifted, all Americans are trying to make sense 

of the amplified political, economic, social, and 

racial tensions of the last few years. 

Underfunded schools, cuts in healthcare, social 

and economic inequalities, paired with 

discriminatory policies, exclusionary social 

zoning, and financial redlining, have created a 

perfect storm for civil unrest and violence. 

The violence is exacerbated by firearm policies 

that facilitate access to guns and perpetuate 

gun violence. 

Regrettably every year thousands of 

Americans die from firearms, be it through 

suicide, police brutality, or the headline­

grabbing mass shootings including the Tree of 

Life synagogue on my birthday in 2018. 

As a mother, the statistics that every day 50 

American children aged 0 to 1 7 years are shot 

with a firearm and that every 2 hours and 36 

minutes a child dies, is heartbreaking. 

The wide spread nature of gun violence, and 

the urgent need for unbiased information on 

the contributing, exacerbating, and 

perpetuating factors for gun violence, we 

decided to devote the topic of our 2021 

Briefing Books series to gun violence in 

America. 
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