


















LEGACY OF

AM E R I C A N  

S L A V E R Y

P R E J U D I C E  P O L I C E

B E H A V I O R  A G A I N S T  B L A C K S

P O L I C E  D I S T R U S T  R O O T E D  I N
S L A V E  P A T R O L S  O F  T H E  P A S T

Research has shown that Black males are more likely to experience

prejudiced behavior and attitudes by police compared to Whites, including

more frequent stoppage, the likelihood of being shot, arrests, and denial of

bails. This does not occur in a vacuum. During the period of American

slavery, it was crucial for the institution to prevent enslaved Africans from

fleeing. 

Slave patrols were organized groups of armed men who had the formal

responsibility to routinely police enslaved persons using whippings,

castrations, and lynchings. Indeed, present-day routine searching,

questioning, and arresting of Black and Latinx persons are an extension of

our country’s history. Distrust in the police is deeply rooted in this history. 

P
O

L
I

C
E

 B
R

U
T

A
L

I
T

Y

B R I E F I N G  B O O K S   |  9 0
















































































































	Part 1 dec 9
	part 2 Dec 9
	insert page 41
	insert page 90
	part 2 new dec 9

	part 3



